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Leviticus 1:1-6:7  

How the Old Testament Sacrifices Teach Us How to Draw Near to God 

Jesus the True Worshipper 

September 23, 2012  
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon 

Ephesians 5:1–2 (NLT)  
1
 Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, 

because you are his dear children. 
2
 Live a life filled 

with love, following the example of Christ. He loved 

us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing 

aroma to God.  

 

Luke 22:42 (NLT)  
42

 “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of 

suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be 

done, not mine.” 

 
B. Where are we in the story? 

1. Passover 
2. Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19)  
3. “Cutting” a Covenant Exodus 24:3–8 
4. Tabernacle Instructions 
5. Golden Calf (Exodus 32) 

Exodus 33:3b 

…I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on 

the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”  

 

6. Tabernacle Constructed 

Exodus 40:34 
34

 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and 

the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

 

C. Leviticus: How can a Holy God live in the 
midst of a Sinful People? 
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“The most important question that anyone can ask is: how can an 
impure, sinful, and mortal creature find access into the presence 
of God—both now and in the world to come?” 1 

 

II. “The Way of Sacrifice” (Jeff Meyers, The Lord’s Service) 

A. “Sacrifice” and “Offerings” (Corban) 
Zā∙ḇǎḥ: (Dictionary of Biblical Languages…) 
1. offer a sacrifice by killing a living thing, as an act. of worship, 
expiation or propitiation to a deity; 2. butcher, i.e., slaughter an 
animal and dress it out for consumption (1Sa 28:24) 2 

B. God’s People were meant to Identify with 
and Learn from the “Sacrifices” 
1. The Burnt Offering (Total Commitment) 
2. The Grain Offering (Bread, Life, Labor) 

3. The Peace Offering (Reconciliation) 

4. The Sin Offering (Purity) 

5. The Guilt Offering (Payment) 

Jeremiah 6:19–20 
19

 Hear, O earth; behold, I am bringing disaster upon 

this people, the fruit of their devices, because they 

have not paid attention to my words; and as for my 

law, they have rejected it. 
20

 What use to me is 

frankincense that comes from Sheba, or sweet cane 

from a distant land? Your burnt offerings are not 

acceptable, nor your sacrifices pleasing to me.  
 

Hosea 6:6 
6
 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the 

knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.  

 

Amos 5:22–24 
22

 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and 

grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace 

offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look 

upon them. 
23

 Take away from me the noise of your 

                                                 
1 Ross, A. P. (2002). Holiness to the Lord : A Guide to the Exposition of the Book of Leviticus (85). 
Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Academic. 
2 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old 
Testament) (electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
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songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24

 

But let justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

 

C. Jesus Shows us the Real “Way of Sacrifice” 
Hebrews 10:5–10 (Quoting Psalm 40:6–8) 
5
 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he 

said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

but a body have you prepared for me; 
6
 in burnt 

offerings and sin offerings you have taken no 

pleasure. 
7
 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do 

your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of 

the book.’ ”  
8
 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor 

taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 

offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered 

according to the law), 
9
 then he added, “Behold, I 

have come to do your will.” He does away with the 

first in order to establish the second. 
10

 And by that 

will we have been sanctified through the offering of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

 
God did not ultimately take pleasure in animals slaughtered, 
chopped up, and turned into smoke on the altar, did He? No! 
God really delights in the sacrifice of his people. This is why we 
say that the foundational sacrifice of Christ has not simply put an 
end to all sacrifice and offering, but instead has manifested its 
true meaning. Jesus shows us the way of sacrifice, true human 
sacrifice, in His life and self-giving death on the cross. 3 

 

III.  Application 
A. Jesus Teaches Us What True Sacrifice is All 

About (His Life & Death) 
Jesus’ sacrifice not only did away with the old animal offerings, it 
also illumined for the Church the true meaning of the sacrificial 
rituals for life and liturgy. 4 

                                                 
3 Meyers, Jeffrey J. (2011-06-30). The Lord's Service: The Grace of Covenant Renewal Worship 
(p. 64). Canon Press. Kindle Edition. 
4 Ibid. (p. 59). 
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B. We Are Called To Imitate Him 

Ephesians 5:1–2 
1
 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 

2
 

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  

Key Idea 
When we draw near to God with Jesus our sacrificial 
offering, God intends us to be transformed into His likeness. 

 

 

 

 


