
Relational Intercession 
 
Eavesdropping 
 You hear an interesting conversation 
 You move a bit closer to hear more clearly 
 You are silent so as not to miss anything 
 
Conversation of Heaven 
  
Romans 8 – introduces the three participants 
   

 
The Son vv32,34 

• Jesus is the Father’s Right Hand Man 
• Jesus is interceding FOR US 
• Binding/protecting/galvanising His Father’s love by his prayers 

 
 
The Spirit vv15,16; 26,27 

• Gives us the verbal language of relational prayer 
• His contribution is in the language of groans 
• It is “prayed” from within the believer—the Temple of the Spirit 
• His intercession is for God’s people 
• His intercession is in accordance with the will of God 

 
 

The Father vv 27,28, 31-33 
• His participation is to search out the believer’s heart 
• Hear and interpret the Spirit’s groans  
• His response is in the language of “working things for good” for the believer – 

which is the same as the will of God 
• Forming us in the likeness of Jesus 
• Giving us all things in Christ 

 
 

 
Eavesdropping on the Conversation of Heaven 
 
So there is that awesome conversation going on within the community of God’s very self and the object 
of the conversation is to release the grace and love of God into the hearts, minds and circumstances of 
believers. 
 
This is heaven’s Prayer meeting and it is about all the values of heaven – what God wants to see 
manifest in the life of the church. 
 
We are eavesdroppers on this conversation but God  

• finds us out  
• Reminds us of our relationship to Him 
• invites us to join in the conversation! 

 



Relational Intercession is  
joining in the Conversation of Heaven— 

Participating in Heaven’s Prayer Meeting 
 

Join In!  
 

• Intercession begins as we step into the Dance of the Trinity—relating to God 
 
Silence!  

 
• Attentive to Him 

o Listen to God—what are you saying? 
o Watch God—what are you up to? 
o God’s answer is most readily found in the  

 scriptures. 
 
Speak! 

 
• What are we to pray?—we do not know! 
• Jesus’ Prayers recorded in scripture most notably the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4) and the 

High priestly prayer (John 17) 
• There are many Holy Spirit-given prayers, expressed in the words of the Apostles 
• These prayers give us a clue to the real issues which are on God’s heart  

o which need to inspire our intercession (What?)  
o give us words to pray back to God (How?) 

 
• As we pray his Word back to him, the Father hears 

o the groans of the Spirit 
o the intercession of Jesus 
o his own desires, echoed, desired in our hearts and expressed on our lips. 

Incense 
 
• Such Intercession is incense— (Rev 5:8) 

o An offering of worship and devotion 
 

 
God  answers such prayers in 

• Working all things for our good 
• Conforming us to Jesus 
• Galvanising his love around us 
• Giving us another scripture—conversation 
• Asking us to pray it 
• Giving discernment of something we need to do  
 

First and Second Thing praying 
 

• Apostolic Prayer is First Thing Praying- more about our relationship with Abba than what he might 
do for us. 

• Natural Prayer is Second Thing Praying—more about what we can get from God than our 
relationship with him 

• Because it has its origin and  inspiration in the Spirit, it is prayer that drives right into the heart of 



God.  
• First Thing Praying sees second things happen 
• Second Thing prayer rarely sees First Things happen 

 
When we take HIS words on OUR lips and  

Pray his Word back to him,  
we begin the participating which he longs for us to do. 

 
 
How do we pray Apostolic Prayer? 

 
1. Be still before God – remind yourself of who he is- anchoring in Rev 4, 5 
2. Have a selection of Apostolic Prayers before you. 
3. Ask the Spirit which one “fits” the person/subject He has laid upon your heart 
4. Read it carefully. It maybe only a phrase will be your prayer – or it may be the fuller one 
5. Begin Praying it for the specific person/situation 
6. Be aware of the Spirit’s leading 
7. Keep praying until there is an “ease” 
8. Glorify God and Enjoy Him! 

 



 

Prayer for direct revelation of God 

17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the    
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better. 

Ephesians 1:17 

    Prayer for the release of supernatural strength  
 

16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 

 
Ephesians 3:16-17 

Prayer for Church relationships and evangelism 

 9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may be 
able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless 
until the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of 
God. 

Philippians 1:9-11  

Prayer for learning to work in with God 
Asking God to give you minds and spirits attuned to his will, 
and so acquire a thorough understanding of the ways in 
which God works. We pray that you’ll live well for the 
Master, making him proud of you as you work hard in his 
orchard. As you learn more and more how God works, you 
will learn how to do your work. We pray that you’ll have the 
strength to stick it out over the long haul - not the grim 
strength of gritting your teeth but the glory-strength God 
gives. 

Colossians 1:9-11 TM 

Prayer for unity within the church across the city 
5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement 
give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow 
Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you may 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
                                                                Romans 15:5-7 

Prayer to be filled with God’s joy, peace and hope 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
                                                         Romans 15:13  

Prayer for the Word of God to take off 
Pray for us. Pray that the Master’s Word will simply take off 
and race through the country to a groundswell of response, 
just as it did among you.  

2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 TM 

Prayer for impartation of Holy Spirit confidence 
Give your servants fearless confidence in preaching your 
Message, as you stretch out your hand to us in healings 
and miracles and wonders done in the name of your holy 
servant Jesus. 

Acts 4:29-30 TM 



Prayer for love, strength for the Day of the Lord 
And may the Master pour on the love so it fills your lives 
and splashes over on everyone around you, just as it does 
from us to you. May you be infused with strength and 
purity, filled with confidence in the presence of God our 
Father when our Master Jesus arrives with all his followers 

1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 TM 

Prayer for the work of God 
11With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our 
God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his 
power he may fulfil every good purpose of yours and every 
act prompted by your faith. 
                                                       2 Thessalonians 1:11 

 
 
 
 
 
 


