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This morning if you will, turn with me in our text, our text will be found in Luke 17:5 

5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how glorious, how great thou art. O Lord, I am thankful for thy 
faithfulness, thankful, Lord, for you, for all that you are to thy people. Lord, I pray in this
hour that you would answer this prayer as authored by thee through thy saints many 
years ago to increase our faith. Lord, we pray in this hour that you would examine our 
faith and increase our faith as only thou canst. May you bless this hour with thy power 
and thy clarity that your name would be exalted and that you would be glorified and 
receive all honor and praise for, Lord, thou art worthy. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

This verse, our text, "And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith," it can be 
looked at as a plea, it can be looked at as a prayer, or it could be looked at as a cry. All 
three of those are things that the Lord brings his children to do. 

When the apostles who at that time followed Christ wherever he went, sat at his feet to be
instructed, were brought to see the great miracles that the Lord did, sat and listened to 
sermon after sermon of the Lord Jesus Christ, if they could utter those words and ask for 
the Lord to increase our faith, how much more, we living in this day and age without 
those helps, say and cry out for the same thing? 

You see, there is something in these words, "Increase our faith," that, first, we have to 
look how this faith is ours. We know that it's ours by imputation. Faith is a gift of God. 
We know that when the Lord birthed all of his children into the kingdom by regeneration,
by being born again, he gives gifts. He reveals those gifts in their soul: faith and love and 
joy and gentleness and longsuffering and patience. And all of those gifts are given out of 
the storehouse of Christ and they are in the soul of the child of God but we can't exercise 
them. They are gifts of his giving and not only are they gifts of his giving but we are 
dependent upon the Lord to exercise those gifts, to prove to us that those gifts are truly of
his giving.
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You see, when the apostles uttered these words, "Lord, increase our faith," they implied 
two things. First, they cannot increase their own faith. Do you see that? If they could, if 
they can like many of the religious men believe today that all you have to do is believe, if
they could have, they would have but they couldn't. They cried out to the Lord to increase
their faith. They knew that faith was present because it is a gift of God, it is a gift of the 
faithful one, but they knew also that they could not increase that gift. The second 
implication by them saying this is that they were dependent upon Christ to do so. Not 
only could they not do it, but no man could do it, no words in any book could do it, the 
Lord Jesus Christ must increase their faith.

Now these words are astounding words. We have been through in the last couple of 
weeks some very dramatic times in our life, some very hard times, some very tedious 
times that have tried the patience of the children of God, but have also tried that faith. 
And I wonder as the Lord has brought us all through this trial, if at any time, at any 
moment, he caused you to utter these words, "Lord, increase my faith for I can't believe 
that you're the Lord of the storm. I can't believe, Lord, that Romans 8:28 says that you are
working this out for my good."

I want you to look where this is seated because it's pretty astounding how they cried out, 
why they cried out. Look at verse 3. Jesus is instructing them as he did many times and in
verse 3 he says, "Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him." Well, that's certainly not a problem for any of us, I'm sure. "And if he repent, 
forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a 
day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him." That's it. That's what the 
Lord told his apostles, told his disciples, "You shall forgive him seven times in 
perfection," as many times as he said somewhere else, "Seventy times seven." As many 
times as they come to you, forgive them.

And the apostles at that moment of instruction in their soul which, by the way, is faith, 
the Lord gave them faith to see that they couldn't do it. It is impossible to match the depth
of the love of Christ in our own person, in our own being. They looked at the depth of the
Lord's love in forgiveness and said, "Lord, increase our faith. We can't understand. We 
can't attain to this. We can't perform this." 

And it's the same for you and I today. We will not forgive one who trespasses against us 
unless the Lord imputes and brings forth the power of himself in our soul. If you don't see
that in this passage, I pray now that the Holy Spirit comes and testifies to your soul the 
totality and the sufficiency of Christ alone in your life because he bring the child of God 
to his feet to see that we are dependent upon our Lord for all of his gifts to be exercised in
us. We can't turn on something. The Catholics like to rub beads, there are others who like
to chant things over and over, there are some that I've heard lately that, "I just kept saying
these words over and over and over, even if they're Scripture. I keep saying them over 
and over and over and that helps me." 

It's an amazing thing when we think of this prayer or this plea or whatever you want to 
call it that the apostles came out and said, "Lord, increase our faith," we think of times in 
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our life like what we just went through in the hurricane and we say, "Yes, Lord, that's a 
time that we need increasing of our faith," but this was in forgiveness. This is an 
understanding the depth of Christ's love. This is understanding how to love one another. 
We don't have that. We don't have the faith to do that. We can't exercise it ourselves. And
as I said, if we look at these who followed Christ every day and attended every miracle 
that he did and they couldn't do it, how proud and boastful are we today to sit there and 
say, "Oh well, I can exercise my faith anytime. In fact when these times came, I just cried
out to the Lord and I said, 'O Lord, I believe you,' and I had no trepidation of spirit.'" 

Now we heard from our other two elders last week that both of them testified of some 
really trying times in their soul at that moment in the time that the storm was coming 
through. Yeah, we experienced those things. I remember one time I was sitting on the 
couch and this gust of wind came and it shook the entire house and that's when the Lord 
gave me this text because this is the prayer he authored. "Lord, increase my faith." I've 
been the one everybody in my house has been looking to to say, "Dad, how bad is this 
going to be?" We had a Bible study on Romans 8:28, we talked about the Lord watching 
over us, but then we are tried on it. He tries faith to see if it's real, to prove to us that it's 
real. His faith is real. Our manufactured faith is always going to let us down. "Oh, of 
course I believe. Yes, I know in my head, I believe." 

And the disciples knew that. They knew that they had a faith, therefore, wanting it 
increased. They couldn't do it themselves. They knew that the Lord had gifted them of 
this gift but they couldn't exercise it and that's the beauty of the power of the Lord in 
faith. Habakkuk said it this way in 2:4, "Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright 
in him: but the just shall live by his faith." Our soul is not upright itself. We can't live on 
a faith of our own, a love of our own, a peace of our own, a patience of our own. The 
Lord will prove to you in your life that it is counterfeit. 

He brings his children in humble dependence upon the Lord of all grace and this grace of 
faith is something that the child of God must live by. That's what we have down here in 
this life. One day faith will be no more. We will see him as he is, we will be known as we
are, and faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, and 
one day we'll behold him in perfection. Now down here, we see Jesus but we see him by 
the gift of faith. We see him by him opening the heavens and revealing himself to us. We 
didn't sit at his physical feet, we sit at his feet now as he brings us down through trial, 
through humbleness, whatever way the Lord uses to reveal himself in our life.

Paul said in Galatians 2:20, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I," it's 
not me, Paul said. It's not me. It's not me that's living. It's not me that's preaching in these 
churches. It's not me that's spreading the Gospel. "Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me." O Lord, increase our faith. That's our testimony. We live by 
the faith of the Son of God. It's his faith. We're dependent upon it. "Lord, increase our 
faith."
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Paul said in Ephesians 3:12, "In whom," that's speaking of Christ, "we have boldness and 
access with confidence." That's what we have in Christ, boldness and access with 
confidence. How, though? "By the faith of him." By the faith of Christ. By the faith of 
the one who has all faith. By the faithful one.

I want today to take you to the Gospel of Matthew and I want to go through four 
instances, four instances where the Lord told the disciples that their faith was little. Not 
that they didn't have faith but that their faith was little. I pray that the Holy Ghost reveals 
to us in each instance what is going on in their life and how in the depth of the love of the
Lord, how he deals with his children. Not as a taskmaster. Not as a goat-herder. But with 
gentleness and with love to reveal our lack of faith, our unbelief in his faithfulness to 
supply.

Matthew in Matthew 12:20, it's written, "A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking 
flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory." Isn't that beautiful? He
doesn't break the one that is so burdened by unbelief. He lifts them up. He judges the 
situation and he says, "You have little faith," as we'll see. "I will increase your faith to 
believe. I will give you of me." That's what we need, a daily supply of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and we need him hourly and we need him by the minute, and we need him because
without him, we can truly do nothing.

We know that faith is a gift of God. Paul wrote it in Ephesians 2:8, "For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." And it is. I know 
that there are times in our life we believe we're faithless. Just as Thomas at that time said,
"Lord, I have to thrust my hand in your side. I have to see this. I have to see that." And 
the Lord said to him, "Be not faithless but believing." And in that moment, the Lord's 
faith was imputed to Thomas and he brought forth the work of Christ because we are his 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works. And what was Thomas' answer? 
"My Lord and my God!" He cried out to him and he said, "Lord, I am yours and you are 
mine! I am yours because you loved me first. My Lord and my God." That's the faith I 
desire this morning to cry out, "My Lord and my God."

I've had a couple of days of great trepidation, just low low times in my life. I look at the 
world and the situations in the world and I fear. I fear. I fear for my children. I look at 
this world that they're growing up in and I think, "Oh my gosh, what despair. What 
despair there is out there." And I think of how precious this truth is and then I started 
thinking, "Will they ever stand in this truth, Lord? Will they compromise like the world 
wants to compromise everything today? Will truth be compromised?" And I pray, "Lord, 
increase my faith to believe, Lord, that they are in your hands; that you keep your 
children and the faith of the Son of God that I live by will be the faith that they live by if 
they be in you."

That's so comforting to me. This is a wicked world. To me, it just seems like as the Lord 
takes the veil off my eyes and I see how deceptive it is, and I see it and I hear it in 
conversations around me, and I hear things when I talk to the brethren that I haven't heard
in years and I think there's a little bit of compromise coming in. And I hear these things 
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and it's like, "Well, it's best we look at it the way the world looks at it." But we can't. We 
can't if Christ be in us because the way the world sees things is not the way the Lord 
Jesus Christ sees things.

So as I said, I want to look at the book of Matthew this morning and I want to begin in 
Matthew 6 in our first account where the Lord says this about little faith. This, of course, 
in the Sermon on the Mount in chapter 6. Let's begin in verse 25, "Therefore I say unto 
you," oh, I hope the Lord says these words to our soul now, "Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?" And we worry about those 
things, don't we? What are we going to eat? What's for dinner tonight? What kind of 
clothes are we going to wear? Are we going to have clothes to wear? When things like 
this happen, when the Lord brings in his providence, storms like this, we think about that 
more. "Well, are we going to have food? Are we going to be able to do this? Are we 
going to be able to do that?"

"Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them." The birds are provided for and they are part of 
his creation. We are made above the birds. This creation that the Lord has that we are 
created in Christ Jesus, this new creature is greater to our Lord than the birds. He 
provides for his own.

"Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought," that means 
planning and running around and scheming and all that we say we're going to do. James 
said we shouldn't do that. We should say, "If the Lord wills, we'll do this or that." But we 
all say it, what we're going to do. We're going to do this tomorrow. We're going to plan 
for this. We've got to do this. 

"Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take ye 
thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither 
do they spin." And I want to say this when Jesus says this in 29, "And yet I say unto you, 
That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these." Now think about 
that. That's how the Lord looked at the lilies in the field. Solomon had all the riches, had 
all the glory of the world, so to speak, had everything and the Lord said, "My lily that I 
clothe in the field is more glorious than all of those things that man says is so wonderful."

"And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow 
is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?" So we need 
the Lord to increase our faith to believe that he provides even in the temporal things, but 
we need the Lord to increase our faith to believe that he will provide for us. All of our 
needs are met in Christ. We can say it with our minds but without his faith, it's impossible
to please him. Absolutely impossible.

You say, "Where does this faith come from?" It comes from him who is the author and 
finisher of our faith. That's what Paul tells us in Hebrews. It's of him. Then he lays out 
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how the Lord did it in all of those saints of old, how he began faith in them, how he 
ended faith in them, how he worked all things for the glory of himself. Will we be any 
different? Absolutely not. Because he is faithful.

Turn with me just a page over to Matthew 8. We come to our second situation where he 
says, "O ye of little faith." Once again, I know, I've heard preachers before, I've heard 
them, I've read sermons, I've heard about, "Oh, look, he's upbraiding them because they 
can't believe." I don't think so. The Lord is pointing out to them their dependence upon 
him.

Remember the time the disciples came to the Lord and they could not cast the devil, the 
evil spirit out of the man's son and they said, "Lord, why couldn't we do this?" And the 
Lord said, "It is because of your unbelief." And then the Lord cast out that devil. Why 
would the Lord show them over and over these things? Because they are dependent. Our 
nature is so much to depend upon ourselves, depend upon these hands, depend upon our 
intellect, depend upon reports we hear or things that we hear in this world and then go out
and try to solve things or to do things. But it doesn't matter how much intellect we have, 
if we're a child of God, we will always be brought to depend upon our Savior, our Joseph 
who only can open the storehouses to give to his children.

Chapter 8, beginning in verse 23, "And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples 
followed him. And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship 
was covered with the waves: but he was asleep." The Lord was asleep because he's 
unfazed by the working of his power around him. He has full control over it. But you and 
I don't sleep. I stayed up that night the hurricane went through. I had trepidation at that 
time, had comfort in other times when the Lord would come to my soul.

"And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish." Do 
you know what that is? That's faith. The faith of Christ brought them to him. You say, 
"No, that's unbelief. That's unbelief." No, that's faith. He brought them to him to cry out 
to him just like they did in our text today, "Lord, increase our faith. Where else can we 
go? You have the words. You have the power of eternal life. You have it all in you." 

"Lord, save us: we perish." And without him, we will perish. Do you see your life that 
way? That without him daily, without feeding upon the manna daily, we will perish? Our 
soul begins to perish. It goes into declension. It goes into sorrow. We need to see him. 
Our soul longs for him because of the seed that lives within us.

And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?" Little faith again. "Then 
he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm." There is the 
Lord over all of our storms and we saw it. We saw him quiet the storms. We saw him 
move the storms through in his perfect time. We saw as we are all evidence here today, 
that he brought us all through safely. We saw it. Will that help us next time? Will we 
believe? Will we be able to put that in the bank and say, "The Lord brought us through 
one time"? We'll mouth those things because we'll see it, it's a testimony, yes, he did it, 
but he must increase our faith every time to believe.
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Now turn with me over to Matthew 14. Let's begin in 22. "And straightway Jesus 
constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while
he sent the multitudes away. And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into 
a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. But the 
ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary." You 
see, the Lord is watching over them but they don't know it and we don't either when those
times come into our life. We look at the situation because we look by sight. 

"But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was 
contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 
And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a 
spirit." We get spooked by many things in this life. "Lord, you must prove that this is of 
you."

They saw a spirit. They got scared. "It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear." Fear of the 
supernatural. Fear of whatever is out there. "Lord, we are fearing." They haven't cried out
to him yet.

"But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid." 
Now that must have come with great power at least to Peter because Peter's answer is, 
"Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water." You see, that's that faith that 
back in our text, we didn't read verse 6 yet but he said, "If ye had faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up," and it would be
thrown into the river. That's the faith that the child of God is proving in his life that 
comes from above. It moves the mountains in our life. It moves the obstacles in our life. 
It does things we cannot do. 

And Peter saw Christ walking on the water and Jesus saw them and said, "Be of good 
cheer; it is I; be not afraid." And faith was given to Peter once again and Peter cries out 
and says, "Lord, bid me to come to walk with thee on the water. And he said, Come." 
There is the power of the Lord to bring Peter to come.

"And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus."
I get a kick out of that, sometimes people will say that, "Well, there's only one who 
walked on water." No, there were two. There was one, the Lord Jesus Christ who was 
over the water, and there was one in the faith of Christ who could walk on water. No 
other way.

"But when he saw the wind," he's not seeing Christ anymore. You say, "Well, why didn't 
the Lord's faith sustain Peter?" Well, he needed to be shown again that he's dependent; 
that the Lord must increase his faith. You know how it is in your own heart. I know how 
it is in mine. It gets puffed up with pride. "O Lord, you've done this for me, I can live 
above this world just living upon thee, Lord." And then you get exercised in it and Peter 
instead of looking at the Lord, he looks all of a sudden at the wind because fear starts to 
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set in again and Peter now is exercising his own faith. Understand that. Peter is. He's 
looking at himself and he says, "Okay, I'm going to look at the wind."

"But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid." That's when our faith gets us. We 
can't sustain our walk with the Lord. We cannot sustain the walk in the way, the truth and
the life which is Christ. We can't. He's trying in himself but he can't and when we can't, 
this is what will happen every time,

"And beginning to sink." You say, "Oh no." What happens when we start to sink? Well, 
the Lord is faithful. He's faithful to himself. I think we're going to get to that. 2 Timothy 
2:3, "If we believe not yet he abideth faithful." That's what's being proved out here. If we 
believe not, he abideth faithful. He cannot deny himself. So the Lord brings forth the 
power again and Peter has authored this prayer and he says, "Lord, save me!" We don't 
come to the Lord and say, "Lord, save us," until the Lord takes our soul down in the 
depths and shows us what we are without him. He proves it to us and praise be to God 
that he does because he humbles the child of God that way in humble dependence upon 
his Lord and he cannot save himself, and he cannot bid himself to come, and he cannot 
sustain his walk with the Lord. I wish I could sustain my walk with the Lord. There are 
times that are so peaceful to me and then hours later, minutes later, whatever it is, 
something disturbs my peace: the things of this life, the reports that we hear, the reports 
from Satan. "Lord, save me. Lord, increase my faith."

"And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" Little faith. A bruised reed will he not 
break. A smoking flax will he not quench. There was no whip and scourging here. There 
wasn't anything told Peter, "You're worthless. You can do nothing of yourself." No. He 
shows he is the author of the faith that is needed to believe. He is the finisher of the faith 
that is needed to be sustained. He is the Alpha and the Omega in the child of God's life 
and he will not share that throne. He will not share that throne with yourself and, once 
again, praise be to God that he won't.

Turn the page over to Matthew 16. This one is interesting. "Lord, increase our faith to see
your sufficiency. Lord, increase our faith to stay our eyes upon you because we can't do it
without you."

Look at verse 6, "Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees. And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is 
because we have taken no bread." Now don't laugh. That's our reasoning. We look at 
things, we hear things and we start to reason them out to try to figure out what is the 
meaning. We can't get to an understanding. That's what this passage is showing us. We 
can't understand without the faith of the Son of God.

"And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.  
Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye?" 
Now notice how he condescends in love to teach. Notice how he doesn't destroy that 
bruised reed. Notice how he doesn't upbraid them.
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He says, "O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought 
no bread?" Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:5, "That your faith should not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God." Our faith can never stand in the wisdom of 
men. If you're going to try your faith with the wisdom of men, that's exactly where you're
going to find yourself, trying your faith, not the faith that's imputed by the Son of God, 
not his faith. It can never stand in the wisdom of men. It must be in the power of God.

"O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?
Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how
many baskets ye took up?" Look at that, we need his faith to understand and we need his 
faith to remember. We can't even remember. They saw this miracle about bread twice, 
how he increased it and fed thousands of people with just little loaves of bread and their 
reasoning brought them to say, "It's because we have no bread." That's what we are 
without him.

"Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and 
how many baskets ye took up? Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how 
many baskets ye took up? How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you 
concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees?" Now I want you to see something miraculous here. All the Lord said to 
them in this passage was, "How can you not understand that I was not talking about 
physical bread with the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees?" 

Now watch his faith. Watch it in action. Look at this, "Then understood they how that he 
bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of 
the Sadducees." How did they get there? He didn't say anything up here about the 
doctrine of the Pharisees and the Sadducees. That's the thing, our carnal reason can't get 
to Christ's instruction. It can't get to the word of God. It can't produce a light that only the
Son of God is in the child of light. And in that moment he revealed to them by his faith 
and they understood. We need the faith of the Son of God to understand. 

"O Lord, increase our faith to understand. Lord, increase our faith to walk by faith and 
not by sight." That's what Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:7, "For we walk by faith and not 
by sight." "Lord, increase our faith to walk in the way of thy Son. Carry us in that path, O
Lord, for the glory of thee. Give us the desire that only you can in our soul to depend 
upon you."

We started this sermon this morning talking about those two things in our text, if we turn 
back over there to Luke 17:5, those two things and I hope you see them. I hope that's the 
way you see this passage. I really do. I hope the Holy Spirit reveals to you that when they
were called out to say, "Lord, increase our faith," it meant they cannot increase their own 
faith and they are dependent on Christ to do so.

Then as I said, look at verse 6, "And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed," if you had it, if it was given to you, this is what it can do and will do, "ye might 

Page 9 of 10



say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the 
sea; and it should obey you." O Lord, increase our faith, the faith that you give thy 
children to live upon. We need thee, O Lord, to increase it, to glorify you. Lord, we know
that without faith it is impossible to please you and we know that anything not of that 
faith is sin. Lord, keep us from ourselves and may you increase our faith today.

Dear heavenly Father, glorify thy name, increase our faith, that we may believe, that we 
may live by the faith of the Son of God who loved us and gave his life for us. All power 
and glory is due unto thee, O Lord, for thou art great and mighty and you are the great 
Jehovah. To thee be all praise. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen. 

Page 10 of 10


