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Message #80              Matthew 23:13-36 

 

When we come to this passage of Scripture, we come to a passage in which Jesus Christ 

ferociously pronounces eight negative “woe” judgments on Pharisees and scribes who were 

hypocrites.  In Scripture a “woe” judgment is the most ferocious kind of judgment. 

 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS WHO ARE PHARISAICAL HYPOCRITES WILL SUFFER 

THE  WORST  KIND OF PUNISHMENT GOD CAN GIVE. 

 

Now before we go down through this passage, we need to see that this is addressed to religious 

leaders.  Pharisees and scribes were the religious leaders who lead worship services.  They were 

students of the O.T. Law and they were the teachers.  One word that keeps coming up to describe 

them is that they were “hypocrites.”  This is from God’s perspective that they were play actors 

acting out a part.  They had no real relationship with God and they had elevated themselves to a 

position of being a leader. 

 

REASON #1 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because they have  

                             actually  prevented  people from having a right relationship with God.  23:13 

 

The only way into a right relationship with God, whether Israel’s kingdom or Church Age 

heaven, is through faith in Jesus Christ.  The scribes and Pharisees would not enter into a relat-

ionship with God by placing their faith in Jesus Christ, and they prevented others from it as well.  

 

REASON #2 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because they are  

                               hypocrites  in ministry and prayer life.  23:14 

 

The religious leaders loved to go to the homes of widows so they could get their money.  They 

would figure out ways to get their hands on their estates.  Furthermore, their prayer life was just 

a show. 

 

REASON #3 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because of their  

                               evangelistic  influence.  23:15 

 

Make no mistake about this –those in false religion are zealous in getting others to join their false 

religion.  Notice however, Jesus says they are sons of hell.  They are motivated by a satanic 

power. 

 

REASON #4 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because of their  

                              religious  oaths .  23:16-22 

 

They had come up with an ingenious, fine-line system of getting some people out of oaths and 

others to keep their oaths.  For example, if you swore an oath to God by the temple or altar, it 

really didn’t matter if you kept it.  So in this case you could make some promise before God and 

never intend to keep it.  However, if you swore an oath by gold or offering, you were obligated 

to pay it.   
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Jesus points out the hypocrisy of all this by saying you think gold is greater than the temple and 

that the offering is more important than the altar.  They were so stupid that they did not know 

that the temple was about God and any person who promised anything in God’s temple was 

accountable to God.  It is no wonder Jesus called them blind guides (v. 16), blind fools  

(v. 17), and blind men (v. 19). 

 

REASON #5 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because of their  

                              hypocrisy with  tithes .  23:23-24 

 

They had figured out a tithe system on everything from spices to plants.  They were meticulous 

in tithes, but were not meticulous when it came to the righteousness of God.  They knew nothing 

of justice, mercy, or faithfulness to God, but they sure wanted their tithes. 

 

REASON #6 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because of their  

                              hypocritical lack of righteous  discipline .  23:25-26 

 

The Pharisees and scribes were hypocrites–they looked clean on the outside, but were full of 

robbery and self-indulgence on the inside. 

 

REASON #7 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because  outer  appear- 

                             ances are not  inside  reality.  23:27-28 

 

The religious leaders were whitewashed tombs–they looked clean on the outside but were dead 

on the inside. 

 

REASON #8 – Hypocritical religious leaders will be ferociously judged because of their  

                               mistreatment  of those who were truly sent by God.  23:29-35 

 

These phonies would strut around telling people how if they had been alive in the days of the 

prophets, they would have really supported them.  They would have never shed their blood.  In 

fact, they built tombs in their honor.  Hypocrites publicly condemn the misconduct of others 

and are secretly guilty of the same sin. 

 

But Jesus knew their hearts; when God would send His men, they would crucify them, scourge 

them, persecute them and kill them from city to city.  They were fooling people, but not God.  

They were vipers heading to hell.  God would hold them responsible for all righteous blood, 

from Abel to Zechariah. 

 

Verse 36 says these very men would experience these judgments. 

 

The only possible escape from these judgments is to turn from the hypocrisy and sin and 

turn to Jesus Christ! 

 


