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“God’s Promises” 

Hebrews 6:13-20 
 

INTRO: 

 

 After the severe warning of chapter 6, the writer to the Hebrews rehearses a great promise. 

We will explore this hope in two parts. 

 

I. God’s Oath (v. 13-18) 

II. Our Hope (v. 19-20) 

 

I. God’s Oath (v. 13-18) 

 

A. “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no 

one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, ‘I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL 

SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.’ And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. 

For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as 

confirmation is an end of every dispute. In the same way God, desiring even 

more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, 

interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is 

impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong 

encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:13–18)  

We may wonder why God attached an oath to His promise to Abraham. When there is a 

dispute, the settlement is usually bound with some kind of oath. We see this all over in our 

society. If someone is to testify in court there is an oath that is sworn calling God Himself as 

a witness to our truthfulness. 

 

B. understanding this, we get a glimpse of what God did in swearing an oath by Himself to 

the veracity of His promise.  

“In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise 

the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,”  (v.17). 

When did God do this? The writer was thinking of Genesis 15:12 and 17.  

“Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, 

terror and great darkness fell upon him.” And then something happened, “It 

came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there 

appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these 

pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your 

descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great 

river, the river Euphrates.’”  

The LORD made a covenant, a contract with Abraham, to assure him of the truth of the 

promises God made. 
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1.  Our Lord understood Abraham’s difficulty in believing the promises. He also 

understands our troubles. So, God went the extra yard for Abraham and He goes the 

extra yard for us. His promise is sure, but to make up for our human weaknesses, He 

adds the additional seal of His oath that this will take place. 

 

2.  What does He wants to make absolutely clear in our minds? He wants us to have the 

greatest confidence in “the unchangeableness of His purpose” (v.17). We are 

not privileged to know every detail of His purpose and plan, but we are to understand it 

is unchangeable and unstoppable. God’s plan will prevail, it will happen and nothing 

that man, angel, demon, nor Satan himself can do will stop it or change it. God is calling 

out a people for His name, a people who will spend eternity with Him. 

 

3.  God desired to show the unchangeableness of His purposes “the heirs of the 

promise” (v.17). He wanted to show this to the seed of Abraham. The Jewish people 

are the seed of Abraham aren’t they? What about those of us who are not Jewish? 

Doesn’t any of this apply to us? Paul wrote in Galatians 3 to show us that the Gentiles 

who believe in Christ are also the spiritual seed of Abraham. (Gal 3:7-9) 

“Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. And the 

Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 

gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be blessed. 

So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.”  

We also need to read Galatians 3:26-29; 

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise.” 

 
4.  The promise to Abraham was first to his physical offspring. They received the land 

and those covenant blessings related to the land. In the Lord Jesus Christ who was the 

son of Abraham, we receive the spiritual blessing God has promised to Abraham. If we 

have Christ, we have the blessing of an eternal home with our Savior. 

 

C.  God gave His oath for one important purpose.    (Hebrews 6:18)  

“In order that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, 

we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the 

hope set before us.”  
God gave us two unchangeable things. He gave His promise and His oath. Both of these are 

so we who have fled to Jesus for refuge might take hold of the hope set before us. What is 

that hope? 
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II. Our Hope (v. 19-20) 

 

A. “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and 

steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a 

forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of 

Melchizedek.”  (Hebrews 6:19–20)  
We are not to drift through life, but to seek to lay hold of the purpose for which Christ 

saved us. To do that we need a place to find refuge. Our refuge is in the anchor the Lord 

gives us. We sometimes can drift away from the promises which bring us strong comfort in 

the storms of life. One such promise is:    (Hebrews 13:5-6)  

“Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you 

have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we 

may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?’”  
The anchor is our hope that is ours because our faith is anchored in God’s promise and in 

the Person of God Himself. 

 

B.  The anchor is anchored within the veil. Our hope is anchored in nothing less than the 

very person of God Himself. Our faith is in a promise, but ultimately it is rooted in the 

person who made the promise. 

 

C.  A lesson about anchors. Unless anchors are secured to the boat, they don’t work. We 

also must be connected to our anchor by faith. Faith alone is the rope that holds us securely 

in the storms of life. 


