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The Value of Traditions 
 

1. Symbolism –To understand truth. (Matt. 12:11-12; John 6:33-35) 
 
 

2. Remembrance – To remember truth. (Deut. 8:18; Lk. 22:19) 
 
 

3. Consistency – To live in truth. (Lev. 24:8-9; I Sam. 21:3-4a) 
 

 

The Danger of Traditions 
 

1. They can replace obedience to God. (I Sam. 21:1-3; Matt. 15:3) 
 
 

2. They can replace compassion for people. (I Sam. 21:3; Matt. 12:3-4,7-8) 
 
 

3. They can replace God Himself. (I Sam. 21:8-9; John 9:13-16a,33,38) 
 

 
Application: 
 

1. What “traditions” need to be started in your Christian life or in your family? What traditions 
from your background do you appreciate? Why? Which traditions were not helpful? Why? 

2. What traditions have hindered what really matters? What new priorities and focus do you need 
in your walk with Christ? 

  



Bible Study Questions/ Discussion 
“The Good and Bad of Traditions” 

I Samuel 21:1-6 
Sept. 23, 2012 

 
1. In your church experience, are you drawn toward traditions in worship or creative change? 

Why? Discuss the value of both perspectives. 
 

2. In reviewing the value of traditions, we will see three main Biblical reasons for traditions. 
 

 Symbolism – to understand truth. How did Jesus use symbols in His teaching?           
(John 6:33-35) (Also review the seven “I am” statements in the Gospel of John.             
(Jn. 8:12; 10:7; 10:11,14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:5; 6:35) 
 

 Remembrance – To remember truth. Discuss the tendency we all have to forget. How 
does repetition help us to remember? What was the concern that Moses had as he 
taught the people of Israel? (Deut. 8:11,18) (Also Psalm 106:21) How does this 
discussion relate to our taking communion? (Lk. 22:19) 
 

 Consistency – To live in truth. The consistent practice of placing out the bread in the 
tabernacle had a purpose to it according to Lev. 24:8-9. What was that purpose? Did 
David lie to Ahimelech? (I Sam. 21:1-3) Later what did David realize? (Ps. 119:29) 

 
 

3. Though traditions have value they also have potential danger.  
 

 They can replace obedience to God. Discuss the dilemma that Ahimelech was in with 
David’s request. (I Sam. 21:1-4) How did Jesus approach this subject in Matt. 15:1-6? 
What was His concern as we seek to follow traditions? How do we tend to “void” what 
God might be saying because of our traditions? 
 

 They can replace compassion for people. David was hungry and he had been trying to 
obey God. (I Sam. 21:3) How does this compare to the disciples and their hunger? (Matt. 
12:1-7) What does it mean to “desire compassion and not sacrifice?” (v.7) Do you have 
any life examples of tradition getting in the way of needs of people? 
 

 They can replace God Himself. What did David want? (I Sam. 21:8-9) Why? What 
happened to his trust in the Lord and his sling? In the story of the man born blind, in 
John 9, what is the argument that the blind man that is healed makes concerning Jesus? 
(John 9:33) In the Christian faith, where is our power?(John 15;5) What is the 
significance of the title “Son of Man?” (Jn. 9:35) (Dan. 7:13-14) 

 
 
 

4. More than keeping traditions, what is the most important thing to remember? (John 9:38) In 
what way do you need to come back to listening to the Lord instead of going through the 
motions? What good traditions can you begin that will help you in your walk with God? 

 


