
Jesus Prayed, Part IV 

Call to Worship: Psalm 138               Hymn #270- The Church’s One Foundation 
1st Scripture: Luke 9:18-27                    Hymn #421- Rock of Ages 
2nd Scripture: Luke 9:28-36          Hymn #109- This is My Father’s World 

Introduction 

 With Pastor Doug and brother Dave Corson going to the RBNet Conference this week, 

and with brother Bob having been away this past week, the preaching responsibility for the 

evening service has fallen upon me.  And so, I thought it best to continue on with our series on 

“The Prayer Life of Christ,” this evening, since it would not hinder the continuity of the theme, 

during the morning services.  In other words, each text in this series has a life of its own, and one 

doesn’t necessarily depend upon the other.    

 And so, for this evening, we will move on then, with the same format that we have been 

using in the mornings, as we now move into our main text, here in Luke 9. 

I. The General Context Within Which Our Lord Prays 

 Similar to the text that we looked at this morning, here we are brought to another 

watershed moment in our Lord’s ministry.  While He was calling out the twelve Apostles in our 

earlier text, now He is going to take them to a critical point in their seminary training.  He is 

going to seek to prepare them for His coming suffering, death and resurrection.  He is going to 

unveil the true nature of the Messianic role and identity, which no one understood up to this 

point, namely, that the Messiah must first die, before He can secure His kingdom.  Contrary to 

the popular notion that Messiah would conquer and remove Rome from power, He would 

actually deal with the far greater bondage of sin, which owned the hearts of all mankind, and had 

incurred the far greater threat of God’s wrath, which is directed toward all sinners.  He Himself 

would bear the sins of His people on the cross, propitiating the wrath of God in His own 

suffering and death, so that, through faith in Him (following His resurrection), sinners would be 

cleansed, reconciled to God, and welcomed into the glorious eternal kingdom of heaven! 
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 And so, just prior to our main text, we find our Lord calling His disciples aside, to begin 

to prepare them unto this end.  And interestingly enough, we are told that our Lord prayed there, 

as well.  We are told in verse 18, “And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples 

joined Him, and He asked them, saying, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”   They come to 

Him while He is praying alone, and it is then that He asks them that most essential of all 

questions; that question which ultimately determines the eternal destiny of never dying souls!  

“Who am I?”  “First, what do the crowds say?” 

 “Well, some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others, one of the old prophets who 

has risen from the dead.”  “Okay, that’s what the crowds say.  But, what about you?”  And of 

course, Peter comes forth with his great confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living 

God!”  And in a parallel account, the Lord commends Peter, but He also adds a bit of essential 

information.  He informs them that this confession; the fact that they were able to see and 

recognize and believe and confess, what virtually no one else could grasp, was evidence of the 

fact that God had chosen to reveal this truth to them.  We could also say, in many ways, this itself 

was the fruit of our Lord’s prayer for His Apostles, as this reality (recognizing Jesus as the Christ 

and the Son of God), would be the very foundational truth, upon which, His church would be 

built.  And if the Apostles were to be, and to lay that foundation of the church on the Cornerstone 

of Christ, then they needed to have this most critical confession living within them.  

 Following this, our Lord warns them not to share this information with anyone, because 

He, as the Messiah, has to accomplish what no one was able to discern, even though it was, 

indeed, revealed in the OT Scriptures.  He had to die!  Verse 22, “The Son of Man (yes, the Son 

of God, but also man’s glorious second federal head/representative) must suffer many things, and 

be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and Scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third 

day.”  And following this revelation, after rebuking Peter for attempting to deny this necessity, 

our Lord pulls the curtain of revelation back further, showing His disciples, that they not only 

must receive such a Messiah, but furthermore, if anyone wished to follow Him in truth (if anyone 

desired to receive the great and glorious benefits which the Messiah came to gain and to give to 

all of His people), then they too, must set their heels on the soil that leads to Golgotha, being 
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willing to take up their own cross, and to lay down their own lives; they must be willing to 

sacrifice all to follow Him. 

 Following these bold and essential statements, the Lord challenges His disciples to count 

the costs, recognizing that it is far better to give up everything in this world, than to keep 

everything at the expense of your own soul.  In other words, the sacrifice was well worth it.  And 

that, whoever would be ashamed of Christ; whoever would resist the call to faithfully follow 

Him, even on a path that would lead to the rejection and shame of the world, He Himself, would 

be ashamed of them, when He returned in His glory (and in the glory of the Father), surrounded 

by His holy angels.  Those who are ashamed of Christ in the presence of temporal flesh and dust, 

will be shamed by Christ, when He returns in all of His divine glory, and in the presence of 

angelic hosts. 

 Now, I believe that this statement, and the statement which follows in verse 27, especially 

set the contextual tone for our main text, where our Lord prays, in verses 28 and following.  

Notice then, what we are told in verse 28, “But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who 

shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.”  You see, the glory of the kingdom that 

Jesus just alluded to (in verse 27), which He would bring to its consummation when He returns, 

as the glorified and resurrected Christ (in the glory of His Father and with His angels), is 

something that some of those present (at this very moment), would get a taste of; they would 

behold it in some sense, before entering it through death.   

 This then is the context that flows into all that happens in verses 28 and following, which 

we will now consider.  

II. The Compelling Motivation for Our Lord Praying Here 

 Now, notice the language of verse 28, “Now it came to pass, about eight days after these 

sayings, that He took Peter, James and John (three out of the twelve, who were just with Him), 

and went up on the mountain to pray.”  Without even going on for a moment, we would rightly 

ask, “Why does Luke give us this kind of specific information about the time that lapses between 

our Lord saying what He just said at Caesarea Philippi, and that which is about to take place on 

this mountain (somewhere up north of the Sea of Galilee)?  Why record the specific number of 
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days?  And Matthew and Mark do this, as well (stating six days, but referring to the days that 

have passed, between what He spoke at Caesarea Philippi and the day that the actual events 

happen on this mountain.  In other words, Luke is including the actual day that He spoke and the 

actual day on the mountain, in his record).  Now, again, without even going on, I would suspect 

that what our Lord had just stated, about that which would happen to some of those who were 

present, standing with Him at Caesarea Philippi, had actually happened eight days later.  In other 

words, Luke and Matthew and Mark are telling us, “And it happened.  Three of the twelve, saw 

the glory of Christ’s Kingdom before facing death.”  Note, Jesus intentionally only took these 

three, up the mountain to pray.  They alone would be granted this particular privilege; the same 

three, who alone, were able to witness our Lord raising Jairus’s daughter from the dead, and who 

alone were brought with our Lord, to a greater distance in the Garden of Gethsemane, to pray 

with Him, just prior to His betrayal and arrest.   

 The Lord chose to reveal certain aspects of His glory to these three, which He did not 

choose to reveal to the others.  And they would later testify to this, following the Lord’s 

resurrection.  And so, it is this that leads to our Lord praying.  And when our Lord prays, 

assuming again, that it was for a lengthy period of time, the disciples had been overcome with 

sleep.  In verse 32, we are told that “Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep.”  And then, 

at some point, while our Lord is praying, the glory of His divine nature, breaks through His 

humanity, His face becomes like the sun and His clothing/robe, glistens/shines whiter than any 

natural white that exists in this world.  And, He is then attended by Moses and Elijah, whom we 

are told, also appeared in glory, to talk with Him.  In essence, it were, as if, the very doorway to 

heaven were transported to earth, enabling any present observers to behold the real glory of the 

kingdom of heaven in some capacity.   

 Simply put then, our Lord prayed, so as to bring about this reality, both for His own sake, 

as He would converse with Moses and Elijah, and for the sake of three of His Apostles, whom 

He had brought there, so as to observe this glorious heavenly meeting. 
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III. The Resultant Consequences of Our Lord’s Prayer 

 First, obviously, His prayer led to His transfiguration here, and to obtaining this meeting 

with Moses (the representative of the Law and the Old Covenant) and Elijah (the representative 

of the Prophets).  And of course, it led to the three Apostles being able to witness this glorious, 

heavenly interaction.  They witnessed; they got a wondrous glimpse of the kingdom of God, and 

its glory.  Indeed, Peter references this experience as such, when he states what he declares in 2 

Peter 1:16-18.  Listen carefully to these verses, “For we did not follow cunningly devised fables 

when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 

eyewitnesses of His majesty.  For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a 

voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased.”  And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the 

holy mountain.” 

 That said, consider a few observations that we can make, about these resultant 

consequences, given in the text, before we move on, seeking to lay hold of a relevant application 

for us: 

 1) While we are not given the specific words that were exchanged between our Lord and 

Moses and Elijah, we do know that they were discussing His upcoming suffering and death at 

Jerusalem (Read vs. 30-31).  From the standpoint of the Apostles (and us), this would have 

further affirmed and authenticated the necessity of the Messiah’s death, which was soon to take 

place, as our Lord had just told His Apostles at Caesarea Philippi.   

 The importance of this testimony, given by Moses and Elijah as well, cannot be 

underestimated.  For, both Moses (representing the Law) and Elijah (representing the prophets) 

testify to the fact that our Lord’s death was not unexpected or something which the Religious 

leaders had accomplished, in defiance of, and contrary to, the will of Christ.  He knew it all, in 

advance.  It was planned, well in advance.  The Word of God, the Law and the Prophets, along 

with Moses and Elijah, all testified to the fact that, contrary to the understanding of the Jews, the 

Messiah’s death was a planned necessity.  He must go to Jerusalem, “suffer many things, be 

rejected by the elders and chief priests and Scribes, be killed, and be raised up the third day.”  

Without having a word of the specific dialog recorded, just knowing that they discussed, “His 
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decease (literally, His “exodus”) which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” speaks 

volumes to these ends.  [Note: The word “accomplish/fulfill” here]. 

 2) Further affirming the authority of Christ, when Peter, half asleep, wished to set up 

tabernacles for Moses, Elijah and the Lord, the Father overshadowed the three Apostles with a 

cloud, and audibly spoke these words, “This is My Beloved Son, hear Him!”  You see, it would 

not have taken much convincing to exhort a Jewish person to listen to Moses and the prophets.  

That was a given.  They were thoroughly reared and schooled to have such respect for both.  But 

here, the Father, as Moses and Elijah are exiting the scene, sternly commands, “This One is The 

Son whom I love more than anyone or anything else.  Hear Him!  He is the incarnation of My 

Word, without error or flaw.  You’ve been taught well to give heed to Moses and the prophets, 

but now, all the more, hear Him!”  You see, any appeal to Moses or the prophets, which would 

seek to turn their witness against or contrary to the teachings, ministry and life of Jesus (as the 

religious leaders would have done), only proved to be hypocritical and heinous.  For, Moses and 

Elijah spoke of, attested to, and authenticated the true Messianic calling of Jesus!   

 And of course, the wonder and glory of this scene, is that, as the Apostles are terrified 

with their faces to the ground, and the cloud drifts away, they are met with the touch of Jesus, not 

as some tyrannical, threatening despot, but as a comforting, loving Lord, who says, “Arise, and 

do not be afraid” (Matthew 17:7).  And when they lift up their eyes, all they see is Jesus! 

 And so, brethren, all in all, one of the essential consequences of our Lord’s Prayer, was 

that His disciples would behold His divine glory.  And they did.  And later on, after the Lord had 

risen from the dead, they were to testify to this reality, as a further affirmation of the fact that this 

Jesus was “the Christ, the Son of the Living God!” 

IV. A Relevant Application for Us 

 Before closing for this evening, brethren, let me leave you with one relevant application 

for us, which we can take from our Lord’s “praying example” here.  In the first three texts that 

we’ve considered in this series, we’ve drawn out several, relevant applications, which I hope 

have served to enhance our prayer lives.  But here, we find a very unique and essential 

application, which I believe, is sadly neglected, by many, as we pray.  

�  of �6 7



 Let us embrace a Christ-centered prayer life, that is deeply and fervently zealous, to see 

Christ’s divine glory revealed to the world.  Let us pray, in all things, that He would be seen for 

who He is; that we would speak and live unto that end; that the church, both, universal and local 

would reflect that end, in all of our life and labors.  What the world desperately needs more than 

anything else; what the unsaved need, what our loved ones and children need, what Christians 

need throughout the whole process of their sanctification...is to behold the divine glory of Christ, 

as He is revealed in and by His Word!  And only divine intervention can bring that about.  The 

same God that transfigured Christ before His disciples, must open our eyes and hearts to see His 

glory, in His Word.  The summation of everything God has for us; the foundation and fountain of 

all wisdom; the power of God unto life and growth; every spiritual blessing and all things 

profitable for salvation and life are all found in Jesus Christ and in Him alone!  And we 

desperately need the Holy Spirit to reveal more and more of the glory of Christ, by His Word, to 

us.  And so, let us pray, continually, to that end, for all people! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction: Ephesians 3:14-21 
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