
Jesus Prayed, Part III 

Call to Worship: Psalm 20        Hymn #460- Love Divine, All loves Excelling (Tune 2) 
1st Scripture: Luke 4:16-31             Hymn #717- My Anchor Holds 
2nd Scripture: Luke 6:1-16         Hymn #86- Now Thank We All Our God 

Introduction 

 This morning, we move into our third message, seeking to make and apply observations 

from the prayer life of Christ.  Our first two texts were taken from Mark’s gospel, and now we 

will consider this text, found in Luke’s Gospel.  Let us continue to pray that God would be 

pleased to cause us to consciously apply the blessed principles that we seek to dig out of these 

Holy Spirit inspired texts. 

I. The General Context Within Which Our Lord Prays 

 Our text takes us, once again, to the time when our Lord was ministering and preaching 

all throughout the cities of Galilee.  In fact, this is right around the same time period, of the text 

that we considered last time, which Luke also addresses back in Chapter 4. 

 Now, there are a couple of contextual factors that are important to mention, before 

seeking to draw out any observations from our Lord’s time of praying, mentioned in verse 12. 

 It is important to recognize, at this point, that things are already, really starting to heat up, 

concerning the opposition of the religious leaders, against our Lord.  For one, as we have already 

seen, multitudes were constantly seeking him out, and this crowd draw, was fueling envy within 

the hearts of the Pharisees and Scribes.  The attention that constantly fed their pride was now 

shifting to this Jesus, who was even eating with sinners and tax collectors, and welcoming them 

into the kingdom of God.  To this end, He was not only drawing the attention of the people away 

from the religious leaders and toward Himself, but furthermore, He was actually contradicting 

their heartless, merciless, arrogant teachings and lifestyle.  In chapter 5:27-32, the calling and 

embracing of Matthew, the tax collector, as one of His disciples, evidences this point well (Read 

5:27-32). 
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 Furthermore, just prior to this, in chapter 5:17-26, the religious leaders were aghast over 

the fact that the Lord had the nerve to not simply heal a paralytic man, but also to allegedly have 

the authority to forgive his sins!  This obviously didn’t settle well with the Scribes and Pharisees 

(Read 5:21). 

 And then, in the first two major sections of Chapter 6, immediately preceding our main 

text (6:1-5 & 6:6-11), the religious leaders were brought to the point that they were already 

conspiring about how they could destroy the Lord, because of His alleged Sabbath violations.  In 

verses 1-5, the Lord had the gall to proclaim Himself Lord of the Sabbath, after the Pharisees 

accused His disciples of breaking the Sabbath, when they plucked some heads of grain for food, 

in the course of their ministering with our Lord, to others, on the Sabbath (Read verses 1-5). And 

then, following this, the Lord had the nerve to actually show compassion on a man with a 

withered hand, by healing him on the Sabbath, and the religious leaders were unhappy with this, 

to say the least, now beginning to plot how they might get rid of Him (Read verses 6-11).  [Note: 

in Mark’s account, we are told that this led the Pharisees to plot with the Herodians, against Him, 

“how they might destroy Him” (Mark 3:6). 

 And so, needless to say, things were really beginning to heat up in our Lord’s ministry, 

and the path was already being paved, for Him to face His cross and execution.  On the one hand, 

He had fickle-hearted multitudes of people, who were constantly following Him, drawn by His 

signs and wonders, always one step away from causing an uprising against Rome.  And then, on 

the other hand, He had the religious elite of Israel, forming a conspiracy, to seek to put Him to 

death, for gaining the attention of the multitudes and for contradicting the laws of the Scribes and 

Pharisees, especially concerning their legalistic abuse of the Sabbath Day.  Things were indeed 

heating up! 

 It is within this context, then, that Luke moves into verse 12, where he states, “Now it 

came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in 

prayer to God.”   
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II. The Compelling Motivation for Our Lord Praying Here 

 Having a general understanding of the context in view, let’s just read through verses 

12-16 again, before seeking to bring out any helpful observations that might enable us to cue in 

on our Lord’s motivation for praying here: 

 “Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and 

continued all night in prayer to God.  And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; 

and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: Simon, whom He also named 

Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas; 

James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; Judas the son of James, and Judas 

Iscariot who also became a traitor.” 

 Now, keeping the surrounding context (which we have just considered) in mind, note the 

following textual observations that can help us grasp the motivation for our Lord praying here.  

 1) In light of all that was now happening, surrounding our Lord’s ministry, regarding the 

fickle multitudes and the conspiring religious leaders, our Lord had reached a watershed moment 

in His ministry.  Remember, the entirety of His public ministry, including His death and 

resurrection, was only, approximately three and a half years.  And so, a lot of important things 

had to be set in place, before His death (which itself, was now being set in motion by the 

religious leaders), if He was going to build His Church.  Time was not plentiful!  He had to 

prepare, and set in motion, the continual building of His Church, so that, following His 

departure, not only the Jews, but the entire world, would be reached with His gospel.  And so, 

right here, at this moment, He was going to take a critical step unto achieving that end. 

 It is no surprise then, that our Lord would see the need to pray here, but the great 

importance of the matter, is further seen, by the fact that He “continued all night in prayer.” 

 2) What moves us from the realm of assumption and into the realm of certainty, 

concerning our first observation is that which we were told in verses 13-16, immediately after we 

were told that the Lord prayed through the night.  As we have just seen, when daylight came, our 

Lord called all of His disciples to Himself.  And out of that larger group, we find here, that it was 

at this time that He had specifically chosen twelve to be His appointed Apostles, whom we know, 
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would later lay the very foundation of the church, by preaching the Gospel of the then 

“resurrected Christ.” 

 And so, as things are beginning to heat up, and the path to His crucifixion is in motion, 

the “It’s time” moment has come upon our Lord, as He must prepare His Apostles to build His 

Church, upon the cornerstone of His own life, ministry, teaching, death and resurrection.  And as 

He prepares to select twelve Apostles for this great and critical work, out of the greater following 

of His disciples, He prays all night, before making His selections.  The genuine dependence of 

our Lord upon the Father for this wisdom, is a profound testimony, both, to the reality of His full 

humanity, and the great urgency of getting this right.   

 3) Following the choosing of the twelve Apostles, our Lord enrolls them, in what we 

might call the first and greatest of seminaries.  He sends them out to pattern His preaching 

ministry, also giving them power to perform signs and wonders, so as to authenticate their 

message, which of course, was really His message.   In this way, He establishes their Apostolic 

authority as He has been establishing His own Messianic authority, while rearing them into the 

fine preachers that they would ultimately become.  Mark’s account of this text makes this very 

clear.  [Read Mark 3:13-19]  [Note: The tax collector, Levi/Matthew, who was the center of the, 

“This Jesus eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners” controversy, back in Luke 5, was one 

of the chosen twelve.  In the light of the growing contention with the religious leaders, this 

divine choice, in itself, was a profound pronouncement that distinguished the will and grace of 

God, from the religiously corrupt Scribes and Pharisees; something, we ought not to just easily 

pass over, in our private meditations upon God’s Word and will] 

 And so, the primary purpose of this, all night, solo prayer meeting, that our Lord had with 

the Father, was to prepare our Lord to choose His twelve Apostles.  And certainly, while the 

Father directed our Lord, concerning the selections He was to make, the Lord also prayed for 

them, in advance, that they would be well prepared to faithfully initiate the building of His 

church, following His resurrection and ascension.  This was, indeed, a watershed moment in our 

Lord’s ministry. 
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III. The Resultant Consequence of Our Lord’s Prayer 

 And what then was the resultant consequence of this prayer?  Simply put, He called out 

the twelve, whom the Father had chosen to lay the foundation of the church, and He began to 

prepare and empower them unto that end.  He sets the plan in motion. 

IV. Relevant Applications for Us 

 1) While none of us can say that our primary mission of service unto God, in this life, is 

of the same value and importance of the mission of Christ, who came to lay down His life for 

everyone who would ever be welcomed into the Kingdom of God (and inherit eternal life), we 

are the very vehicles that Christ is using to expand His kingdom, and therefore, like Him, we 

must be a people of prayer.  In this sense, brethren, we are the arms and feet of Christ, building 

upon and expanding what He has initiated and secured by His life, death and resurrection.  And 

we continue to build on the foundation of His Apostles, whom, He had chosen on this occasion, 

recorded in our text.   

 And so, let us see the great value of doing His work, and of praying to the end of 

fulfilling our part in that great work, in the short time that we have here, on this earth.  Our days 

are numbered brethren, and there is only so much that will maintain eternal value beyond the 

grave.  Let us invest toward that greatest of all ends, in the building of His Church, and let us be 

fervent in our prayers to that end.  Now, we might not be called to pray through entire nights, but 

certainly, we ought to see the value of prayer, in general, and of times of extended prayer, as 

well.  Our Lord’s prayer life, if nothing else, reveals the great value and necessity of praying, 

does it not?  Again, it would seem that if anyone needed not to pray, it would be Him, and yet, 

here, He prays through an entire night, in preparing to choose His twelve Apostles.  Does that not 

ring loudly of the critical importance of seeking God in prayer?  If He who was a sinless man 

exercised such real, authentic dependence upon God; if He who was the very eternal Son of God 

in flesh, exposed in His own life, the genuine necessity of prayer, then all the more, how much 

ought we (who are sinful), to see our desperate, constant need of God’s help and grace, even for 

the accomplishment of small things!  Without Christ, we can do nothing!  That is a profound 

revelation, given in God’s Word, calling every last one of us, to pray, continuously!   
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 2) Recognize something very important about the three examples that we have gone over, 

in our consideration of the prayer life of Christ.  In our first example, following Jesus’s Prayer, 

He lost a very large portion of His following (John 6).  In our second example, following Jesus’s 

Prayer, rather than going back to Capernaum where a very large multitude of people were 

looking and waiting for Him, He was led to move on, into other regions of Galilee.  And then, 

here, in our third example, following our Lord’s Prayer, one of the twelve men that He was 

called to choose, to be one of His Apostles, was a traitor, named, Judas Iscariot.  

 Now, if we were to put ourselves in our Lord’s shoes, might we not be tempted to 

presume that our prayers have very little value, and that God doesn’t seem to care about us?  

Jesus spent much, much time in prayer, in all three of these circumstances, and yet, in all three 

cases, what would seem to be negative results, came about.  Why bother praying?  Now, we 

know that in all of these cases, our Lord’s prayers were answered, exactly in keeping with the 

will of God, and that, even the negative consequences of those prayers were positive unto the 

fulfillment of His will.  Perhaps, we see this most evidently in the choosing of Judas Iscariot, 

whom although he was a hypocrite from the outset (stealing money from the money box...etc), 

God had ordained to use him for the very purpose of betraying our Lord into the hands of the 

religious leaders, who would then, with evil intention, have Him ultimately crucified, but unto 

the very salvation of His people, as God would make Jesus an offering for our sins.   

 We see that with our Lord, don’t we?  But, brethren, here is the main point that I am 

trying to get across.  When our prayers lead to what seem to be negative results, we ought not to 

despair, or to question the goodness and caring heart of our God.  But rather, like our Lord Jesus, 

we must realize and be willing to acknowledge, that God’s greater will, is always more 

preferable than what we might hope for, in the immediate and pragmatic sense.  And so, we 

ought not to be surprised, when things even seem to go awry, following our prayers.  And rather, 

we ought to submit ourselves to the hidden will of God, being confident that His good and 

righteous will, contains within it, things that would not necessarily align with our immediate 

expectations.  And this is why, like Jesus, we must learn to pray, “Nevertheless, not My will, but 

Your will be done.”  Negative providences can and will bring weighty sorrow into our hearts, 

brethren.  Having loved ones turn on you or betray you, and being led in a direction that seems to 
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unravel all that you have invested in, can and will hurt deeply.  But, at such times, we must 

continue to remain faithful to our God.  We must continue to pray, and remind ourselves that His 

will, is that which is best.  Periodically, taking a look back at the prayer life of Christ, can greatly 

encourage us unto this end.  Jesus prayed and chose a betrayer as one of His twelve Apostles, and 

even knowing that Judas would betray Him, He treated Judas in such a way that Judas would 

never have known that Jesus knew, until they were in the upper room on the night of our Lord’s 

betrayal and arrest.  Can you imagine what it was like to know the truth beforehand, and yet, to 

love and serve and wash the feet of the one who would betray you, without showing any signs of 

resentment?   

 [Ex: John the Baptist, Elijah, the death of James’s...etc] 

 3) To the unbeliever...the Gospel! 

Amen!!! 

Benediction: Jude 1:24-25 
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