
BOOK OF 2 PETER
CHRISTIAN MATURITY

5TH ADDITION—ADD GODLINESS TO PATIENCE
2 PETER 1:1-10

We have been looking at this passage for quite a few weeks now and we are
seeing what spiritual habits that we need to be building into our lives.   
I trust that we all have begun to build those things in our lives and that we
continue in that process of building until Jesus comes. 

These things that we have been studying about this matter of adding to our
faith is Biblical truth!  

This is not some man’s philosophy or we could take it or leave it.
It is God’s truth!

The Word of God comes from God, not from man.  
If we belittle the truth, we will be little for God.
If we ignore the truth, we do so to our own hurt.

Biblical truth is meant to make our lives better, not bitter.
Biblical truth is meant to be delighted not spited.
Biblical truth is meant to be meditated not castigated.
Biblical truth is meant to be learned not spurned.
Biblical truth is meant to be believed not belied or belittled.
Biblical truth is meant to be applied not denied.
Biblical truth is meant to be lived not sieved.

Thus far we have learned that in order to be an effective Christian who is
maturing in the faith...
1) We must be diligent in adding these things in our lives that will

bring about Spiritual maturity in our lives.

2) We must begin by cultivating a passion for virtue–the inward
desire to do right.      

3) We then must concentrate on increasing our Biblical knowledge so
that we can know what is the right thing to do.
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4) We then must develop "temperance"–that is, we must determine to
that once we know what we ought to do, we’ll just do it!

5) And then we saw last week how we must maintain “patience” or
Spiritual endurance–that is, we must keep on doing the right
thing!

Tonight we find in verse 6 that we are to add "godliness" to our patience. 

What is "godliness?"  

Quite simply, godliness is a devotion to God which results in a life that is
pleasing to Him.

Godliness includes the holy affections and dispositions found in the true
worshiper of God!

Godliness includes a dependence on God that reveals itself in a devoted
life.

Godliness has a spirit of reverence toward God and it is a yielding to God
in opinion and judgment in all matters.   In other words, we give God the
benefit of the doubt if we have doubts in any area.

The word godliness is translated from a word meaning “devout, godly;  
showing devotion and piety toward God.”

Understand that “piety” is a word that has been defamed and misdefined
in our modern society.  There is nothing wrong and everything right
about true piety.

“Piety,” in principle, means having the highest degree of respect and
reverence for God—i.e. Respect for God mingled with some degree of awe. 
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“Piety” in practice, is the exercise of these affections in obedience to
God’s will and devotion to His service.

This matter of “godliness” denotes both character and conduct
determined by the principle of love of God and the fear of God in the
heart.

“Godliness” is living one’s life in the conscious presence of the holiness
of God.  It is having one’s heart captivated by the Lord.

When “godliness”  is applied to the Christian life, it denotes a life that is
acceptable to Christ, indicating the proper attitude of the believer
toward Christ Who has saved him. 

It is both an attitude and a manner of life. 

It is in this manner that Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:7,
“Exercise thyself rather unto godliness.” 

It does not come automatically, but is something into which we must
put effort. In 1 Timothy 6:11, Paul urged Timothy to “follow
after righteousness, godliness.” 

In 2 Timothy 3:5, we are told that it is possible to fake godliness
because Paul mentioned those “having a form of godliness,”
(i.e. an appearance and not the real thing.) 

1 Timothy 6:5 tells us of some false teachers who equated gain with
godliness. “. . .supposing that gain is godliness.”

In 1 Timothy 6:3, we are told that there can be false teaching that
does not lead to a holy life.   (i.e.  Holiness of life is an
indicator of adhering to sound doctrine and teaching.)
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The term “godliness” then,  refers to responding to God properly with
reverence and devotion.  

It refers to having a right understanding and response to “Who God Is” and
“What God Has Done.”
  
“Godliness” refers to a desire to have our character transformed to be
like the character of God.

I believe the point of this, especially in light of the progression of spiritual
growth that Peter gives us as we add to our faith, is simply this.  
The Christian life is much more that just obeying commands.  It is
walking with God!  

We will not grow much as a believer until we understand that we are not just
engaged in an effort to keep a set of rules, but we are involved in the
relationship of relationships.   We are developing a relationship with the
Living God !

Let's add to our faith this matter of "godliness", a genuine desire to please
God that is born out of reverence.

Let’s look at some Biblical examples of Bible Characters who had godliness
in their lives.
1. Enoch Walked With God.  

(Genesis 5:22-24; Hebrews 11:5; Jude 14-15)

2. Noah Walked With God.  (Genesis 6:8-9)

3. Joseph – The LORD was with him.  (Genesis 39:3, 23)

4. Daniel – Purposed in his heart...had an excellent spirit.
(Daniel 1:8; 5:11-12; Daniel 6:3-5, 10-11)
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(Others Abraham and Paul, etc.)

Conclusion   
That is what godliness is all about.  It's about being God's man, God's lady,
God's teenager, God's boy or girl.  

Psalm 1

Could you wear that brand?  Will you wear that brand?
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