
THE COMING OF THE LORD
THE VICTORY OF THE LAMB

REVELATION 14

Introduction
This chapter falls within the great parenthesis of Revelation Chapters
11:16-15:4.   We saw how that Chapter 12 dealt with the important
characters of the period.  Then we saw how that Chapter 13 dealt with
the wicked rulers of the period–The Antichrist and The False Prophet.

Understand that in this great parenthesis, what John sees are disconnected
pictures and are not intended to present a chronological sequence of events. 
However all of this material, including Chapter 14 prepares the way for the
climax which begins in Chapter 15.

Chapter 14 consists of a series of pronouncements and visions assuring
that assure the reader of both the ultimate triumph of Christ and the
judgment of the wicked.  Much of this chapter is prophetic of events that
have not yet taken place up to this point, but are still yet to take place.

The chapter begins with the assurance that the Lamb will ultimately
stand in triumph on Mt. Zion with his followers, and it concludes with a
series of pronouncements of judgments upon the wicked.

I. JOHN SAW THE SAVIOUR AND THE 144,000 SEALED
WITNESSES.  (14:1)
So far in the book of Revelation we have seen the Lamb:

Crucified–“. . .as if it had been slain.”  (5:6)
Glorified–As He is worshiped as “the worthy Lamb.”  

(5:8, 12-13)
Justified–As He opens the seals. (Ch. 6)

Now we see the Lamb Rectified–In this passage.  

When He comes to earth, all wrong against Him will be rectified.

The Lamb is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will stand on Mt. Zion, which
is Jerusalem.
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This is an earthly scene–a picture of Christ’s return to reign.

This is a prophetic vision of the ultimate triumph of the Lamb
following His second coming, when He joins the 144,000 on
Mount Zion at the beginning of His millennial reign.

In their first mention in Chapter 7, these 144,000 are seen at the
beginning of the great tribulation. 

In their second mention here in Chapter 14, they are seen still intact,
preserved by God through the fearful days of persecution and
standing triumphantly with the Lamb on Mount Zion at the beginning
of the millennial reign.

These 144,000 will be clearly identified with Jesus Christ and His
Father, having God’s seal in their foreheads.  These have been sealed
by God.  The seal proclaims their ownership, character, and
loyalty to the Lamb of God.

It seems that this seal is visible to the eye.  They were not ashamed to
wear the name of Christ.  May God help us to have the same attitude!

The significance of their position on Mount Zion is that they are in a
place of security, blessing, and glory in the earthly Jerusalem in
the millennial kingdom that is to come.

II. JOHN HEARD THE SONG OF THE WITNESSES.  (14:2-3)
John hears a voice from heaven and describes that voice that he hears.

We are not told who makes up this mighty voice from heaven.  Many
believe it is the voice of the martyrs who have given their lives during
the Tribulation period for their belief in Christ and for their refusal to
worship the beast.
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Whatever this song is, John says that no man could learn the song,
except these 144,000 which were redeemed from the earth.

III. JOHN SPEAKS OF THE SEPARATION OF THE
WITNESSES.  (14:4)
These witnesses are a separated and sanctified group.

John says they are virgins, which means they are “chaste or pure.”
I believe they are men because the masculine form of this noun is
used.  They will be free from physical and spiritual fornication.

John said that these follow the Lamb wherever He goes.  They will
not stray from the will or the teachings of Jesus Christ.

John also said that these were the firstfruits unto God.  I believe this
means that they will be the first Jews saved during the Tribulation
period with more salvation decisions to follow among whom are both
Jews and Gentiles.

IV. JOHN SPEAKS OF THE SINCERITY OF THE WITNESSES. 
(14:5)
These men will be men of truth.  There will be no deceit and
hypocrisy in their mouths.

The Antichrist will come into power by his lies and multitudes will
believe him. (2 Thessalonians 2:9)

These witnesses, however, will be without fault before the throne of
God because they have been cleansed by the blood of the Lamb.

V. JOHN SAW AN ANGEL SPREADING THE GOSPEL.
(14:6-7)
The messenger here is an angel.  If men are silenced, then angels
become vocal.
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The message of this angel is the “everlasting Gospel.”  What is the
message of the everlasting Gospel?
Galatians 1:8–“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let
him be accursed.”

Quite simply, it’s the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ that Paul
preached and specifically detailed in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4– 
“...how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; And
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures.”

Look at what this angel says with a loud voice! (Vs 7)
Men need to repent and begin to fear God.
Men need to give glory to God.
Men need to worship God.

Forgiveness and salvation are found only in the Lord!

This is God’s last warning to men as the Antichrist demands to be
worshiped of men.

VI. JOHN HEARS THE SHOUT OF DESTRUCTION. (14:8)
This is a prophetic glimpse of that which is described in Revelation
17-18.

It is the final overthrow of the commercial and religious system.

The first Babylon in the Bible was a city founded by a God-defying
rebel named Nimrod.  (Genesis 10:8-10)

It was a stronghold of pride, idolatry, astrology, witchcraft, false
doctrines, and goddess worship.
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The seeds of idolatry and false religion spread around the world from
Babylon.

The phrase “Babylon is fallen, is fallen” could indicate a double
portion of judgment or two separate judgments.

Both religious Babylon and commercial Babylon will be destroyed.

Whatever steals the affections of men away from Christ will be the
object of God’s wrath.  This is the reason Babylon is destroyed.

VII. JOHN SEES THE SURE JUDGMENT TO COME.  (14:9-11)
The worshipers of the Beast are doomed.  Many today mock the idea
of Hell and judgment to come.  But the Bible is very clear that there
is a Hell to shun and a Heaven to gain!

Those who worship the Antichrist will be tormented forever in Hell.
A. The Intoxication.

They will drink of God’s wrath.  When a person drinks they
come under the control of the alcohol.  These will come under
the control of God’s wrath.

B. The Indignation.
The cup of indignation will be poured out without mixture.
His wrath will not be diluted with mercy, love, or grace.

They will drink the full fury of God’s wrath.

C. The Tribulation.
They will be tormented with fire.

D. The Humiliation.
They will suffer in the presence of the angels and the Lamb.
This actually adds to their shame and embarrassment. 
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To suffer in the presence of the host of Heaven will increase
their suffering.

E. The Duration.
They will be tormented for ever.  People will burn in Hell, but
not be consumed.

Just as there is eternal life for the Christian, there is eternal
judgment for those who reject Jesus Christ as their Saviour.

F. The Continuation.
They will have no rest day or night.  
In the prison cell, the prisoner can at least get sleep.  
The slave has intervals of rest at the hand of his master.
But those who suffer in Hell will have no rest.

VIII. JOHN SEES THE SERENITY IN DEATH FOR THE SAVED. 
(14:12-13)
Our faith in Christ will ultimately bring us to rest, but how much
more is that true for Tribulation saints and others who suffer for
Christ.

The patience of the saints refers to their endurance, and endurance
will be greatly needed in the Tribulation for those who remain true to
Jesus Christ.

It will be an extreme time of suffering and persecution.

The believers who die will be blessed and far better off than those
who continue to struggle.  They will be free from their torments and
enjoy God’s peace and rest.

Their works or service to the Lord will follow them just as our
investment of faithfulness to Christ will earn eternal dividends.
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IX. JOHN SEES THE SICKLE OF GOD’S WRATH.  (14:14-20)
The Lord is about to sweep the earth clean of evil.

He is wearing a golden crown which is the victor’s crown won by
those who triumphed in battle or competition.

Christ is pictured here as the triumphant conqueror of His enemies.

The reaper has a sharp sickle in his hand.  A sickle was a long,
curved, razor-sharp, iron blade attached to a long, broomstick-style
handle.

They were used in harvesting grain.  The reapers would swing the
blade back and forth, cutting the grain stalks at ground level.

The picture presented is the Lord Jesus mowing down His enemies
like a harvester cutting grain.

These verses are a preview of Armageddon.

John describes the people of the earth as clusters attached to the vine
of the earth, a reference to Satan’s counterfeit, the Antichrist.

The true vine is Jesus Christ. (John 15:5)

The cluster of grapes are those that follow the Antichrist.  His
branches are the wicked nations of the world.

The winepress is Armageddon, the place of terrible slaughter and
where God will crush the armies of this world who defy Him.

The blood will flow for some 200 miles.  Some mock this verse.  
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However, when Titus destroyed Jerusalem, Josephus the historian
records that the blood ran along the streets into the houses, putting
out fires.

This slaughter will be so immense that the blood will splatter into the
air profusely to the bridle of the horse who trample through it.

I don’t think we can really comprehend all of what is involved here.

Conclusion
God says, “the harvest of the earth is ripe.”  The word “ripe” means “fully
matured.”

The fact that the harvest of the earth is ripe shows us that God will withhold
His judgment until the last minute.

When His wrath falls, the Church will have been raptured, most of the Jews
and Tribulation saints will have been killed, and the world will be fully ripe
for judgment.

No one will be able to accuse the Lord of not giving them a chance to be
saved.
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