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The Glory of Christ as Final Judge
John 5:25-29

B.I: Christ is glorious because He has the authority to sound the resurrection call and 
usher His people into eternal life. 

Intro:

       The glory of Jesus Christ stands at the blazing center of the Christian solar system. 
Everything in the church and in the Believer’s life finds it orbit around Christ. He is the center. 
He is what anchors the body of Christ and keeps its various parts from flying off into the black 
void of human religion. He is the believer’s light and He is our life. Without Him, there is no 
such thing as the church; no such thing as forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God; no 
such thing as eternal life.  But with Christ at the center of everything, we have all that we could 
possibly ever need, want, or imagine.

     The mission of the church is not to offer the world a religious system, or technique for 
satisfying its instinctive religious impulses. The church does not exist simply to alleviate 
suffering in the world and make people’s lives a little more bearable than they would be without 
religion. Rather, the church exists to worship and gory in the Person of Jesus Christ and to call 
every person on this planet to find their joy in the glory of this infinitely glorious Being. 

    John Owen (Puritan pastor and theologian of the 1600s) wrote: “Some talk of imitating Christ 
and following his example. But no man will ever become ‘like Him’ by trying to imitate His 
behavior and life if they know nothing of the transforming power of beholding His glory” (The 
Glory of Christ, Banner of Truth, p. 21). 

   Again, Owen writes, “If we regularly beheld the glory of Christ our Christian walk would 
become more sweet and pleasant, our spiritual light and strength would grow daily stronger and 
our lives would more gloriously represent the glory of Christ…. Is Christ, then, glorious in our 
eyes? Do we see the Father in Him? Do we daily meditate on the wisdom, love, grace, goodness, 
holiness and righteousness of God as revealed in Christ?” (ibid).

      Here is what the apostle Paul said” (2 Cor. 3:18) “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

     Why are we studying the gospel of John? Primarily because we want to see Christ’s glory. We 
want to see it and be changed by it. It is this blazing glory of Christ that is being revealed to us in 
John chapter five. 

    Last week John revealed the glory of Christ in a profound way as Jesus sought to explain to 
the Jewish leaders exactly who He is. You will remember that they came to Him questioning His 
authority both to break the Sabbath and to insinuate that He is equal with God. 

Jesus response was as follows: 



I. I am equal with the Father in Deity (19-20)
II. I am equal with the Father in Sovereignty: (21)
III. I am equal with the Father in Authority: (22)
IV. I am equal with the Father in Majesty: (23)
V. I am with the Father in the believer’s Security (24)

1. Last week we had to breeze over verse 24, but this is really important. what Jesus says here is 
absolutely astounding! Read v. 24.

2. On top of all the other ways He is equal with the Father, here He tells us that He is equal to the 
Father in the believer’s security. Watch this: In verse 21 He reveals that He has the power to give 
life to whomever He wishes. The question now is, who will actually receive the eternal life God 
has promised? Answer: (Read v. 24) 

3. In other words, Jesus, whose word brought life to sick man at the pool, will bring eternal life 
to all who believe. Why? Because His word is the same as the Father’s word, since the Son only 
says what the Father gives Him to say (19). 

4. And eternal life is not something believers have to wait for. It comes the moment you believe. 
Notice Jesus Did Not say that those who hear and believe Will Have eternal life, but Has eternal 
life. In other words, life in Jesus doesn’t start when you die. It starts the moment you hear the 
gospel and believe. In that moment, the sinner passes “out of death and into life.” Or as Paul says 
it, you are saved out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son.”

5. This verse has been called “the strongest affirmation of realized eschatology applied to the 
believer in the NT. People pass from one realm to another the moment they believe. 

6. You see, beloved, salvation is not just something you will experience in heaven. Salvation is 
about knowing Jesus Christ NOW! It’s about having fellowship with the Father through Christ 
now. There are many things that reveal the glory of Jesus to us, but this is EXPERIENTIALLY 
the best part. We can actually be reconciled to God and begin fellowshipping with Christ now, in 
this life, long before we see Him face to face in heaven. 

6. But Jesus has more to reveal. In addition to all the other ways Jesus is equal with the Father, 
we see in v. 25-26 that

VI.  Jesus is equal to the Father in Resurrection Power (v. 25-26)

1. Read 25-26

2. Notice Jesus begins by saying that “an hour is coming and now is.” In other words, it’s both! 
On the one hand there will be a day when those who hear the voice of the Son of God will be 
raised from the dead. On the other hand, that hour has also come. How has it already come?

3. I think what Jesus is saying is that one of the things He came to earth to do was to give people 
a taste of what heaven will be like. When He heals a blind man, He is saying to the world: “This 
is what it is like in heaven. No one there will be blind.” When He heals a lame man He says, “No 



one in heaven is lame.” “When He casts out demons He is saying, “Heaven is a place where 
there is no devil. You will not be harassed by demons.”

4. Probably the best picture of this found in John 11. (Turn to John 11) Read 11:17-26. 

A. Martha affirms he belief in ultimate resurrection (24).

B. Jesus tells Martha: “I Am the resurrection.” NOT “I can do resurrection, but I Am the 
resurrection and the Life. 

C. In other words, life finds it source in Me. Raising people from the dead is no big deal 
to me because I Am the resurrection because I Am Life. 

5. This what Jesus is referring to when He says, “An hour is coming and now is.” Some day there 
will be a great resurrection. But resurrections also happen now because the source of all life is 
among you. I am He. 

6. Behold the glory of Christ! He possesses the same life that is in the Father. That’s what He 
means in v. 26 (Read 26). 

7. The reason that there is life in this world is Jesus! He has life in Himself. My friend, John is 
being very specific with his language. The whole point of this is that Jesus is equal with the 
Father. So John does not present Jesus as a channel or a conduit of life that comes from the 
Father. Rather, He is LIFE in the same way that the Father is life. 

8. How is it that Jesus can give spiritual life to sinners and raise the dead back to life? It is 
because He has life resident within Himself. In other words, He is self-existent. Whereas humans 
must receive life from Him, He is the source of life (cf. 1:4) Jesus has life “in Himself.” In other 
words, He is God. He is equal with the Father in Deity, Sovereignty , Authority, Majesty, 
Security, Resurrection Power. 

8. Finally, 

II. Jesus is Equal to the Father in Judgment (27-29)  

1. Read 27-29

2. Notice here that everyone who has died will be raised. There are no exceptions. All will be 
raised. And everyone who is raised will be judged. No one gets a pass. It doesn’t matter how rich 
or poor; how loved or hated; how popular or obscure one may be. One day every person who has 
every lived will be called upon to stand before the all-knowing eyes of the infinite Judge who is 
Jesus Christ. 

3. The author of Hebrews said, “It is appointed for a man once to die and after this, 
Judgment” (Heb. 9:27).  You may say, “Why would I need to face judgment? I’m no body! And I 
haven’t done anything really bad. Every day I just get up and work for Chick-Fa-La; or 
Lockheed Martin; or Voss Lighting. Every day I go to work and come home. I obey the law and I 
try to do good to others. Why would I have to face judgment?

4. The answer is that while you may feel like an insignificant person, God created you for a 
purpose. He gave you life so you could glorify Christ. So the question is, Whose glory have you 



live for? Who did you life for? Who did you worship? Who ruled your life? These are the kinds 
of questions that God will seek answers for at the Judgment.

5.  And what will the judgment be based upon. Read v. 29.

6. Now it’s important to understand that final judgment will be in accordance with your deeds 
but not because of your deeds. In other words, no one is saved by good deeds, but their righteous 
deeds are the evidences of true salvation. 

7. Someone will say, “That sounds like you are inserting your evangelical, reformed theology 
into this text. Well, let me show you why I say this from another passage in John. Turn to John 
15. (Read. 1-6)

8.  What is Jesus saying here? Is He not teaching that no one can “bear fruit” unless they abide in 
Jesus? In other words, God does not find any deeds acceptable to Him accept those that come 
from a relationship with Christ. Jesus makes that clear when He says, “Apart from me you can 
do nothing” (5). 

9. Paul comes at this a different way in Eph. 2:8-10 (Read). 

10. So you see, salvation is not BY works but FOR good works. At the judgment, Jesus Christ 
will be examining our lives to see whether our works were true evidence of a life lived for 
Christ, or whether they are evidence of a life lived for ourselves.

11. You see, my friend; we were created for the glory of Jesus Christ. Life is found in the glory 
of Jesus Christ. And no one can know the only true God apart from Jesus Christ. He is equal with 
the Father in deity, sovereignty, authority, majesty, security; He is equal in Resurrection Power 
and Ultimate Judgment. 

12. If you don’t know Christ this morning, I plead with you to give up your misconceptions of 
who He is. There is no way to know God apart from Christ. Behold His glory this morning and 
repent of your own opinions about who God is and embrace Christ for who God has revealed 
Him to be. All you sin and guilt can be washed away and you can be reconciled to God forever. 

13. If you are one who knows Christ, than know this: The secret to your growth in Him – your 
sanctification – is in pushing out of your life every unnecessary distraction so that you can 
behold the glory of Christ. As Paul explained: (2 Cor. 3:18) “But we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

14. Puritan Pastor, John Owen once wrote: “Only a sight of His glory, and 
nothing else, will truly satisfy God’s people. The hearts of believers are like a 
magnetized needle which cannot rest until it is pointing north. So also, a 
believer, magnetized by the love of Christ, will always be restless until he or she 
comes to Christ and  beholds His glory… In this duty I desire to live and to die. 
On Christ’s glory I would fix all my thoughts and desires, and the more I see of 
the glory of Christ, the more the painted beauties of this world will whither in 
my eyes and I will be more and more crucified to this world. It will become to 



me like something dead and putrid, impossible for me to enjoy” (The Glory of 
Christ, Banner of Truth (1994), p. 2 & 7). 


