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Ephesians 6: 13; “To Stand in the Evil Day”, Sermon # 7 in the series – 
“The Whole Armor of God”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall on 

September 23rd, 2012, in the Afternoon Worship Service.   
 

As we read the Bible over and over, it becomes apparent to the serious Christian 
that the Christian life has its preparations and it has it outworking in accordance 
with the Lord’s purposes.  When a person is born again to a living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, he commences a life as a servant and a 
soldier.  As a little child in the faith he hears and learns the way of submission to 
God’s Word the Bible.  He earnestly desires the milk of the Word that he might 
grow up and experience all the heavenly things which God has prepared for those 
whom He loves, for those whom He has called to a holy life.  As the Christian 
grows he begins to develop a taste for the meat of God’s Word as well as the milk.  
He now comes to see the importance of the doctrines of grace; the truth and tasty 
venison that salvation is all of the Lord.  He discovers that salvation is all of God’s 
grace, and he hunts this precious truth of God’s sovereign grace throughout the 
Bible.  Just like dressing a deer, he cuts it up into portions; Election, calling, 
particular redemption, and perseverance, and he tries to prepare it in such a way 
that his friends and brethren might come to taste and to find the truth, just as he 
has, irresistible.  As he gives these truths to his friends, he tries to do it in such a 
way that it will develop in them a taste for this fine food of the Word of God, so 
that they too might grow in respect to their salvation.  
       A Christian who has come to the doctrines of grace and lives by them in 
wisdom, is becoming a more mature Christian.  Learning to live by these truths is 
the basis of learning to live godly in Christ Jesus.  Because, as the believer who has 
learned the doctrines of grace keeps learning about how that grace works, he 
begins to understand that the Christian life is not merely doctrinal, as wonderful 
as that is, it is also relational.  We do not live to ourselves, away from other 
believers, seeking our own welfare and interests.  We are servants of Christ who 
stand related not only to our Master, but also to each other. We have duties and 
responsibilities to joyfully and lovingly engage in.  We see that we are members of 
Christ’s body and we want to, (we are commanded to) work out our salvation in 
fear and trembling, together with others in the local church.  To be able to stand, 
therefore, in the evil day, we must together come to understand our marching 
orders. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Captain of our salvation.  And His lieutenant, 
the Apostle Paul, who is standing in front of us, in this text that we are looking at, 
wants to know if we have any questions for him this afternoon?  Since you, my 
fellow comrades-in-arms have elected me to be your spokesman, I will ask him 
this.  We would like to know sir, what is meant by certain words in this command 
of verse 13.  1st – Why does the whole armor of God need to be taken up, as well as 
put on?  2nd – What is the evil day mentioned here?  And 3rd – What is involved in 
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standing and withstanding the spiritual hosts of wickedness?  Let’s see if we can 
make out the answer now.   
1st of all – Why does the whole armor need to be taken up as well as put 
on? 
       I believe that if our lieutenant, the Apostle Paul were standing here today in 
person that he would say something like this to us.  “We need to understand that 
in good Bible study, good sword drills, that the whole context of a passage must be 
looked at.”  “Individual verses, if they are not taken as a part of the whole context, 
might be misunderstood, or misapplied.”  “Interpretation without context is 
pretext.” As you look down through this passage, you will see the words “put on” 
and “take up” mentioned again.  This gives you the ability to discern why the whole 
armor needs to be taken up as well as put on.  In verses 14 and 15 we see the pieces 
of the armor which we put on, and in verses 16-18 we see the pieces of the armor 
which we take up.  The root word for “put on” in the Greek in verse 11 is `enduo; 
the actual word used is endusasthe (endusasthe) which means, “to invest with 
clothing” – to sink into it, to get into it.  The pieces of armor we put on as clothing 
are truth which is girded as a waistband or sash, and secondly, a breastplate of 
righteousness.  The 3rd piece is “having under-bound the feet” which refers to the 
sandals or shoes covering the feet, and also the greaves above, which will cover the 
legs.  All of these pieces of armor also relate to the garments of salvation which are 
given to us by Christ Himself.  The armor we take up includes the shield of faith, 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God, and 
prayer.  Prayer falls under the area of communications with our Commander, and 
as such, it helps us significantly in the battle. In prayer we ask for help; Christ’s 
grace; we ask for reinforcements, other people to join in the fight with us; and 
guidance, as to what we should do at any given time.  There is a sense in which 
prayer is the ultimate weapon; that is, when we pray our Lord does battle Himself 
with our enemies, but this afternoon we will focus on prayer as our request for 
help and strength for ourselves and others who are soldiers in the spiritual battle 
around us.  We are to put it on, which means to wear all the armor designed to be 
worn.  And we are to take it up, which means to deliberately pick up and use all the 
armor and the weapons that have been given to us.  We are to prayerfully consider 
how we should use each piece; to know its importance and to think of where and 
when it will be most needed.  We will study these pieces, each of them in depth in 
coming sermons.   
2ndly – What is the evil day mentioned here?   
       “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”  In answering the question, “what is 
the evil day?”, we do know that our lieutenant, the Apostle Paul, believed that our 
whole stay here upon the earth can be termed “an evil day.”  You will see this if you 
will turn over with me to Ephesians 5, verses 15 and 16.  “See then, that you walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are 
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evil.”  How you conduct your daily walk with Christ will be your preparation for 
your engaging your enemy the Devil in battle.  There are many influences in this 
life which will attempt to draw you, the Christian, into wasting precious time, and 
not doing God’s will.  A Christian may get caught up with spending inordinate 
amounts of time watching television or playing video games. They may get caught 
up in reading books which are worthless in their eternal value.  This is a misuse of 
precious time which you do not have, to waste.  You may be a Christian who has 
become more concerned with earthly things than heavenly things. You must guard 
yourself against this.  You may inadvertently being playing into the hands of the 
Devil. You have to realize that God wants you to bring the heavenly things of the 
Word down into your earthly thoughts and works, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
This involves a fight of faith.  He does not want you to be continually distracted 
from Him and His greater purposes for your life.  
       But this verse says that a Christian ought to be circumspect. To be circumspect 
means, to be “careful to consider all the related circumstances before acting, 
judging, or deciding.”  It means “to be cautious and careful in your spiritual walk.”  
In other words, it does not allow for a casual view of the way that you live your live.  
You must think about what you are doing and how you are spending your time.  If 
you are a Christian you have come to see the importance of being circumspect 
because you are trying to learn to please God and do His will.  You do not have 
time to continually drift in living your Christian life.  You will be the loser if you do 
not improve upon the time which is given to you.  You will lose your reward if you 
do not take action.  You should know and remember that the days are evil; they are 
full of temptations to do many things that will have no relation to God’s will for 
your life.  The days are evil because there are many people who living only for this 
world and the pleasures of this world.  They care little or nothing for doing the will 
of God.  Being caught up with Christ in your thoughts, every day, is the remedy for 
this.   
       Galatians 1: 4 says that “Christ gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver 
us from this present evil age according to the will of God.  It is true that in this 
world we shall have many tribulations; many difficulties and temptations.  It is 
true that the days are evil, but this wording seems to indicate something even 
more specific.  It reads, “that day, that evil day”, in the Greek.  I believe that it 
refers to those times of intense spiritual conflict; when Satan comes to tempt the 
Christian to sin, or when he is tempted to deny His Lord and Master in relation to 
doctrine, or the confession of his faith.  This would also include Satan’s working in 
and through wicked people to persecuted or oppress true Christians or churches of 
Christians.  The purpose of persecution, instigated by wicked men, is to loosen 
your grip on Christ; to take you off from following Him; to deny Him in some 
evident and tremendous way.  It was an evil day when Satan asked permission to 
sift Peter like wheat.  It was “an evil day” when Satan asked God to remove the 
hedge around Job and let him touch Job’s flesh.  And so as we look at the 
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Scriptures, we find that we also have given to us, good examples of a whole church 
standing in the evil day.  We will look at only one right now, from the book of 
Revelation.   
       Turn with me over to Revelation Chapter 2, verse 8.  “And to the angel of the 
church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, 
and came to life: ‘I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); 
and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan.” “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to 
suffer.”  “Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may 
be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days.”  “Be faithful unto death, and I 
will give you the crown of life.”  The Lord Jesus knew that on a certain day, there 
would come the temptation, to the believers there in Smyrna, to deny their Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It would come when they saw some of their number being thrown 
into prison on account of their faith.  This would be an evil day for them. It would 
be a test for them, whether they would hold fast to Christ; whether they would 
continue to hold forth the Word of God.  Some of them would be faithful unto 
death, the Lord Jesus says.  And He said that “if they would be faithful until death” 
that He would give the crown of life; a special reward which they would receive 
when they died, or at the resurrection, for their faithfulness under the fire that the 
Devil would bring them into.  Let us ask ourselves this afternoon whether we are 
willing to do battle with Satan?  Some people say that they are Christians and they 
are not in our day.  There are churches today which are churches of Satan which 
will persecute us for holding fast the truth.  If that evil day comes to us in our 
generation, you need to remember, dear Christian, that Christ stands with you 
when you are persecuted for holding to the truth, and doing what is right.  Christ 
gives special rewards, special decorations, special medals for those who have been 
obedient to Him when they are under fire from the Devil.  He also promises to be 
with the one who is under fire.   
       Isaiah 43: 1 – “But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, and He 
who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
your name; you are Mine.”  “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.”  “When you walk through the 
fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you.”  Christian, you need 
to realize that these word pictures given here are for you to lay hold of.  They are 
given to you for you to claim.  On the evil day, when Satan comes to tempt and 
test, remember that Christ is with you; you belong to Him, not to Satan.  It may 
feel to you like you are drowning.  It may feel to you like you are walking in the 
fire; but Christ says that because He is with you, you shall have grace to endure it.  
Spiritually, you shall not actually be hurt by it at all.  Remember that Christ is 
there to uphold your soul, to give you grace and strength and peace, and to give 
you the assurance of His love. In the evil day remember to pray and fear not.  
Remember all of the fellowship and communion you have cultivated through the 
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days of your Christian pilgrimage.  Remember the promises of God.  Isaiah 41: 10 
– Made into a hymn (Hymn # 80 in our Trinity Hymnal) - “Fear not, I am with 
you; O be not dismayed, for I am your God, I will still give you aid.”  “I’ll 
strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, upheld by My righteous, 
omnipotent hand.” This is what it means to stand in the evil day; to hold fast to 
Jesus, and to the truth of His blessed Word. 
Now 3rd – Let us ask, what is involved in withstanding and standing? 
       “Take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand.”  To withstand is to resist or to oppose.  1 Peter 
5: 8 says, “Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the Devil walks about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”  “Resist him, steadfast in the faith.”  
To withstand the Devil is to resist him.  Do not comply with his suggestions to your 
heart.  Those suggestions to compromise the truth of the Word of God, the gospel, 
or the truth about the Person of our Glorious Lord Jesus Christ, and what He has 
done in our salvation, may come through people around you.  You remember that 
it was Satan who even put the suggestion to Jesus that he did not need to go to the 
cross and die, through the words of his own dear disciple Peter.  These suggestions 
to compromise truth or doing the will of God, as they are given to us in the Bible, 
are compromises made to our becoming more holy if we listen to them.   
       To stand, then, is not only to resist and oppose these suggestions to 
compromise the truth, but it is to persevere in doing what we know to be right.  It 
is to hold fast and to hold forth the truth even in the midst of opposition and 
difficulty.   It is not being moved from the high ground of truth and obedience to 
that truth even though the pressure is great, and people around you disapprove, 
and threaten you with harsh consequences.  One of your greatest encouragements 
in this withstanding and standing against the spiritual hosts of wickedness is when 
you come to realize that the same sufferings that you are going through are also 
being experienced by your brethren in all the world.  Let us realize that we are all, 
as Christians, in this together and learn to back each other up in the skirmishes of 
obedience and in proclaiming the truth of Christ.  This evil is only for a day; it will 
only last as long as God permits it, and after we have suffered for a while the God 
of all grace will perfect, establish, strengthen and settle you.  (1 Peter 5: 10)   
       So as I close this sermon I want to make mention to you of the greatest 
encouragement of all, in your being able to withstand and stand against the Devil.  
It is that all of your being able to withstand and to stand in the evil day is based 
entirely upon the Lord Jesus’ having stood, and His having suffered for you in His 
evil day.  The truth that this is so, was proven on that dark night when Jesus began 
earnestly to do battle with the Devil over the salvation of His people’s souls in the 
garden of Gethsemane.  Look over with me at Luke 22: 44.  “And being in agony, 
Jesus prayed more earnestly.”  “Then His sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground.”  “When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His 
disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow.”  “Then He said to them, ‘Why do 
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you sleep?”  “Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”  “And while He was 
still speaking, behold a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, 
went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him.”  “But Jesus said to him, 
‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”  “When those around Him 
saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, ‘Lord, shall we strike with the 
sword?”  “And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his 
right ear.”  “But Jesus answered and said, ‘Permit even this.”  “And he touched his 
ear and healed him.”  “Then Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, 
and the elders who had come to Him, “Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs?”  “When I was with you daily in the temple, you did not try 
to seize Me.”  “But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”  What an hour of 
darkness, what an evil day this was for the Lord Jesus Christ.  His own disciple 
Judas betrayed him, and his own closest disciples were sleeping when they should 
have been praying.  And yet see how calm and full of care and thoughtfulness He 
was in the midst of these great trials.  See how great a love He manifested to His 
true disciples on this evil day?  He withstood all Satan’s onslaughts.  He overcame 
all of His temptations to flee away from suffering for you, dear believer.  
Remember that when you come to your evil day.  Remember that Jesus suffered 
bled and died so that you could stand against the Devil in your evil day.    
  


