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God’s Glory, Our Joy: Romans 15:8-13 
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 This morning we come to Romans 15:8-13, which 

concludes this long section about believers accepting one another 

in spite of our many differences.  I plan to spend one more week 

on verses 8-13.  Next week I’ll focus more on the immediate 

context of this passage.  This morning will be a little different 

though, because I want to zoom out and look at a very important 

theme that shows up in this passage as well as in many other places 

in the Bible.   

 I entitled the sermon, “God’s Glory, Our Joy.”  It’s a 

delicate matter to define the relationship between these two things.  

And I’ll start by pointing out to you how these two things show up 

in Romans 15.   

 Paul has been giving instructions to the church regarding 

the relationship of the weak and the strong.  In verse 8 he 

transitions to speaking about the relationship of Jews and Gentiles.  

There was a lot of overlap in these two sets of categories.  The 

weak in faith, those who kept to the Old Testament ceremonial 

laws, were mainly Jewish believers.  The strong in faith, who 

recognized their freedom from those laws, were mainly Gentile 

believers.  But in spite of these differences—differences in 

conviction, ethnic differences, significant (but non-essential) 

differences of opinion and practice—these believers in the church 

are to get along with each other, build one another up, love each 

other, not judge or look down on each other. 

 I made the point last Sunday that this is not simply for the 

sake of peace and harmony.  Those are good things, but not 

ultimate.  The thing that is ultimate is God’s glory.  Notice this in 

verses 5-6. 

“May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 

in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 

[and what’s the purpose?] that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 

15:5–6, ESV)  

Then again in verse 7. 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, [for 

what purpose?] for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7, ESV)  
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 Now see it yet again in verses 8-9. 

“For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to 

show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to 

the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 

his mercy.” (Romans 15:8–9a, ESV)  

 God’s plan of salvation—His plan to save a diverse group 

of people, uniting them together in Christ—is for the purpose of 

bringing glory to His Name.  This morning I want try to explain 

what that means.  And the other thing I want to explain is how our 

joy relates to God’s glory. 

 Notice what verse 13 says: 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

(Romans 15:13, ESV)  

 God does want us to be joyful.  He wants us to have hope 

for the future.  He wants us to experience peace.  Remember what 

we studied last week, especially as we focused on verse 4 . . . 

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 

of the Scriptures we might have hope.” (Romans 15:4, ESV)  

And look now at the Old Testament quotations in verses 9-

12.  Do you hear anything that sounds joyful in these verses? 

“As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

and sing to your name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, 

with his people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, “The root 

of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him 

will the Gentiles hope.”” (Romans 15:9–12, ESV)  

 Do you see these two things intermingled—God’s glory 

and our joy?  There is praise going up to God, and there is joy 

filling the hearts of His people.    You see, as we are filled with 

hope in God, we are going to do verse 9.  We will glorify God for 

His mercy.   

 So let’s spend some time this morning exploring both of 

these realities and how they relate.  God’s glory and our joy.   

Blaise Pascal, a brilliant thinker who lived in the mid-

1600s, made this statement.  Think about whether you agree with 

this or not.  He said, “All men seek happiness.  This is without 
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exception.  Whatever different means they employ, they all tend to 

this end.”  Pascal is saying that every single one of us is looking 

for happiness in life.  We may look for it in different ways and in 

different things, but we all have the same goal.  We all want to be 

happy.  As I look at my own life and my own heart, I certainly 

agree with that statement, and as I look at others, it certainly seems 

like this is something we all desire.  We all want happiness. 

 Pascal goes on to recognize the fact that outside of faith in 

God, no one has found this happiness that they so desperately 

want.  We all complain because we want something more, and we 

try to find happiness in so many things, but nothing ultimately 

satisfies.  Pascal says the reason none of us can be satisfied by the 

things of the world is because we have a God-shaped hole in our 

hearts.  He calls it an “infinite abyss.”  We try to fill that hole with 

all kinds of things, but there will always be an emptiness there 

until we turn to God for our satisfaction.  He alone can fill that 

void in our souls.  We all want to be happy, but the only way we 

can find true happiness and joy is by pursuing our pleasure in God. 

 When we go to the Bible, we find that we are repeatedly 

commanded to seek our happiness in God.  This is what the 

Christian life is all about. 

Psalm 32:11 “Rejoice in the Lord and be glad . . .” 

Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself in the Lord . . .” 

Psalm 81:1 “Sing for joy to God our strength; shout aloud to the 

God of Jacob!” 

Philippians 3:1 “rejoice in the Lord!” 

Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: 

Rejoice!” 

The Bible is full of this idea that we are to seek joy and 

happiness IN God!  We’re all seeking happiness.  The Bible tells 

us to pursue happiness IN God, because that’s the only place we’ll 

be able to find it. 

 So that’s one reality we need to acknowledge.  It’s our 

default mode to pursue pleasure, to pursue happiness.  And it’s not 

inherently bad.  It just is.  We crave joy and hope and peace.  

That’s not a bad thing.  That’s not an instinct that needs to be 

suppressed.  It just needs to be rightly directed.  It’s a matter of 

what we’re looking to for joy and hope and peace.   
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The Testimony of a Prosperity Preacher 

 Now, we need to think carefully about how this connects 

with God’s glory. Because if we just emphasize our happiness, 

we’re going to end up with a very skewed theology, a very 

unbiblical theology. 

 Maybe some of you have seen the YouTube video that 

recently went viral of a prosperity preacher at a megachurch 

uttering these words: “I just want to encourage every one of us to 

realize when we obey God, we’re not doing it for God–I mean, 

that’s one way to look at it–we’re doing it for ourselves, because 

God takes pleasure when we are happy. . . . That’s the thing that 

gives Him the greatest joy. . . .  So, I want you to know this 

morning — Just do good for your own self. Do good because God 

wants you to be happy. . . . When you come to church, when you 

worship him, you’re not doing it for God really. You’re doing it for 

yourself, because that’s what makes God happy.”
1
  

 Those statements are so seductive, and so deceiving.  

They’re tricky because there are elements of truth there.  Yes, God 

takes pleasure when we are happy.  In verse 13 Paul prays for God 

to fill us with joy.  But when that statement is coming from 

someone who teaches a health and wealth gospel, we know that the 

real emphasis is on being happy in health and wealth.  And thus 

God becomes a means to an end.  So in those words that I just read 

to you, the message is basically this: God is going to help you get 

the house and the car and the job and the spouse that are going to 

make you happy.   

 I hope you can see how far that is from what I’m trying to 

teach you this morning.  What I’m trying to show you from God’s 

Word is that God will make us happy in Him.  God is not a means 

to something else.  God is the ultimate goal.  Our happiness, our 

joy, our peace, our hope, is in Him.  It’s not that we’re just hoping 

He can get us x, y, or z.  Real happiness, lasting happiness, is 

found when we are hoping in God, Himself . . . when we’re 

content to be with Him and behold His glory, whether or not we 

ever get x, y, or z.     

 

                                                           
1
 Victoria Osteen.  See Al Mohler’s article: 

http://www.albertmohler.com/2014/09/03/the-osteen-predicament-mere-

happiness-cannot-bear-the-weight-of-the-gospel/  

http://www.albertmohler.com/2014/09/03/the-osteen-predicament-mere-happiness-cannot-bear-the-weight-of-the-gospel/
http://www.albertmohler.com/2014/09/03/the-osteen-predicament-mere-happiness-cannot-bear-the-weight-of-the-gospel/
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God’s Ultimate Goal: His Own Glory  

 And this leads us to the other reality we need to come to 

terms with, namely, that God does everything He does for His own 

glory.  In other words, God is God-centered.  God loves His own 

glory more than anything.  He desires to display His greatness and 

make His Name famous.  And everything He does has that ultimate 

goal in mind.   

Listen to a few verses that demonstrate this.  First of all, 

God created us for His glory.  Isaiah 43:6-7, “bring my sons from 

afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is 

called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 

and made.”  God made us for His glory.  He created us in order to 

reflect and display His greatness.  My life, my accomplishments, 

any level of holiness that God may grant to me, it’s not for MY 

glory.  It’s not to call attention to MY greatness.  It’s for God’s 

glory.  It’s to show how amazing and powerful HE is. 

We also see in the great Old Testament event of the 

Exodus, that God was acting for His own glory.  Psalm 106:7-8, 

“Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider your 

wondrous works; they did not remember the abundance of your 

steadfast love, but rebelled by the Sea, at the Red Sea.  Yet he 

saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make known his 

mighty power.”  The Israelites were not an obedient people.  They 

were stubborn and disobedient and rebellious.  So why did God 

choose to save them?  It certainly wasn’t because of anything good 

they had done.  The reason God saved them, as this Psalm tells us, 

was “to make known his mighty power.”  He did it “for his name’s 

sake,” which is the same as saying it was for His glory.  God’s 

purpose in the Exodus, in saving His people from the slavery of 

Egypt, was to display His greatness and show His power. 

In the incarnation of Christ we also see God’s plan to 

glorify His name.  God sent His beloved Son to earth to save His 

people, and God’s glory was the ultimate goal.  Our text for this 

morning makes this clear.  Romans 15:8-9, “For I tell you that 

Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 

patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 

mercy.”  God sent His Son, and poured out His mercy in order that 

we glorify Him, that we might recognize and delight in His 

greatness and goodness and mercy. 

Finally, Christ’s second coming will also be for the purpose 

of getting glory for Himself.  2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 speaks of that 

day “when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty 
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angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 

know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus.  They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, 

away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and 

to be marveled at among all who have believed . . .”  Christ is 

going to come back in power and majesty, with His mighty angels 

in flaming fire.  He’s going to punish those who do not know Him, 

and He’s going to reward those who are His. In all of this, we will 

be in utter awe of who he is.  We will stand in total amazement at 

His power and justice and mercy.  Christ will be glorified – His 

greatness will be highlighted – as we marvel at Him.   

So everything God does, from creation to Christ’s second 

coming, and everything in between and everything before and 

after, is for the purpose of showing off His greatness.  He wants 

people to know that He is God, and that His power, His perfection, 

His beauty, His knowledge, His mercy, His glory, far surpasses 

any beautiful or magnificent thing in this universe.  God is God-

centered.  He is the sovereign ruler.  He is the focal point of all that 

is.  He is what all of life is about. He is the sun around which all of 

our lives revolve.  If we think that we’re the center of the universe, 

that it’s all about us, that we get some glory, we’re living a lie.  

Because all things are from God, through God, and to God.  And 

He gets ALL the glory, ALL the honor, ALL the recognition, ALL 

the praise.   

 Now, we have to ask the question: Is God’s glory at odds 

with our joy?  Is our joy at odds with God’s glory?  Well, not if 

we’re finding our joy in the glory of God.  In fact, if we are 

looking to God as the source of ultimate happiness, that is at the 

very essence of how we glorify Him.  But how can we make sense 

of these statements?  What does it mean to find our joy in the glory 

of God?  What does it mean for us to glorify God? 

 A man named Jonathan Edwards was a pastor in the 1700s 

here in America.  He was not a perfect man.  He had his faults and 

blind spots.  But God did bless Edwards with some very helpful 

insights into Scripture.  And we can benefit from those insights.  

Edwards wrote a book entitled, The End for Which God Created 

the World.  He’s basically trying to answer the question, What’s 

the ultimate purpose of everything?  What is God’s ultimate aim in 

everything He does?  And the answer, as we’ve already seen, is 

that God does everything He does to display His own greatness, to 

show His power and perfection.     
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The Meaning of Glory 

 Let’s talk about the meaning of this word, “glory,” that 

shows up so often throughout the Bible.  And in the following 

comments, I’m relying heavily on insights from Jonathan Edwards.  

The Hebrew word in the Old Testament, kabod, is translated as 

glory, and it signifies something that is heavy, weighty.  And 

things that are weighty are such because of density and magnitude.  

The Greek word in the New Testament is doxa, and it continues 

the same sense as kabod in the Old Testament.   

 There are four definitions of glory that come from the 

different ways that these words are used in the Bible.  First, it can 

refer to internal excellence.  God is glorious in Himself.  Second, 

glory can also refer to the shining forth of that internal glory.  

"And an angel of the Lord appeared to [the shepherds], and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 

fear." (Luke 2:9, ESV)  That is the emanation or communication of 

God’s internal glory.  Third, glory can refer to the beholding of 

God’s glory.  "But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled 

with the glory of the Lord . . ." (Numbers 14:21, ESV)  In other 

words, as Edwards expounds this verse, “all the inhabitants of the 

earth shall see the manifestations I will make of my perfect 

holiness and hatred of sin, and so of my infinite excellence.”
2
  And 

fourth, glory implies praise and adoration, rejoicing in God’s 

perfections.  "You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring 

of Jacob, glorify him, and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of 

Israel!" (Psalm 22:23, ESV) 

 Do you see the range of meanings, which are all closely 

related?  God’s glory is His internal excellence.  But that glory 

goes forth, it goes public, it is put on display.  And it is seen and 

known.  And not only seen and known, but rejoiced in.  This is 

where we see the connection between God’s glory and our joy.   

Consider these two illustrations.  First, a fountain.  Think of 

a fountain that is bursting forth with fresh, clean, cool water.  The 

water in the fountain is the internal fullness of the fountain.  But 

the water as it flows out of the fountain we would also consider to 

be something of the fountain.  It is the emanation of the fountain’s 

internal fullness.  And then the receiving and enjoying of the fresh, 

clean, cool water is also something of the fountain.  It is an 

indication of the fountain’s fullness, that it flows out and refreshes 

and revives. 

                                                           
2
 Page 238. 
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A second illustration is the sun.  The sun is intensely bright 

and hot, and it is so internally.  But then the beams of sunlight that 

emanate from the sun are also something of the sun.  The 

brightness and heat extends out with amazing power, and it is seen 

and enjoyed by those who have eyes to see its brightness and can 

feel the warmth of its rays.  That enjoyment reflects back to the 

greatness of the sun.   

God’s ultimate end (His ultimate goal and purpose) is His 

own glory.  And He achieves that goal by putting His glory on 

display for the enjoyment of His children.  And thus it is for our 

good and for His glory at the same time.  This is not a mean-

spirited thing God is doing, in promoting His glory.  It’s the most 

loving thing He can do for us, because nothing can bring us greater 

satisfaction than beholding His greatness.  So God’s glory and our 

joy are not at odds.   

To behold and delight in the glory of God is the greatest 

gift we could ever receive.  Each of us has a hunger and thirst to 

behold greatness.  We are searching for satisfaction, and real 

satisfaction will only come in beholding that which is truly great.  

There is nothing greater than God in the universe, therefore to see 

Him and know Him and be in His presence—that is the thing we 

all need, even if we don’t realize it.  That is the greatest good 

imaginable.  This happens when a person is regenerated.  God 

changes a person’s heart so that they have new affections, new 

tastes, new desires.  A person is given new eyes to see that the 

things of this world are less glorious, and God is most glorious.  

Repentance, then, is turning away from pursuing our satisfaction in 

the less glorious things of this world, which is sin.  And the other 

side of that coin is faith, which is turning to Christ and pursuing 

Him as our ultimate satisfaction.  He died for our sin and rose on 

the third day, and by faith in Him we are forgiven.  This is most 

definitely for our good! 

At the same time, it is unto the glory of God.  Because what 

happens in the life of the person who has been regenerated, who is 

repenting of sin and trusting in Christ?  Their life becomes a 

testimony to the surpassing value of knowing God.  When 

individuals are consistently laying down the things that this world 

says are so important, and instead pursuing God, that says 

something about what they value.  And when we are willing to lay 

down the comforts and pleasures and amusements of this world in 

order to follow Christ and become servants like Him, then it makes 

a striking statement about the infinite greatness of God.  When 

we’re willing to lay aside our differences and unite together around 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that makes a striking statement about 
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how Good the Good News is.  And thus it highlights the greatness 

of God.   

The Testimony of Augustine 

I want to tell you a little bit about the life of Saint 

Augustine, who lived in the late 300s and early 400s A. D., 

because his life is a great illustration of these things. Augustine 

was a man who lived for pleasure, as we all do.  He wanted 

happiness.  He wanted joy.  And before God saved him, Augustine 

tried to get pleasure by stealing others’ possessions.  He tried to get 

pleasure from relationships with women.  And he tried to get 

pleasure from worldly success.  As a young man he moved in with 

his girlfriend, they had a son, and they ended up living together for 

15 years without ever getting married.  He was in bondage to that 

sin, and even when he began to realize it was wrong, it was very 

difficult for him to break loose from that bondage.  He knew he 

was not satisfied, but he didn’t know where to turn. 

Finally, he began listening to a particular preacher and he 

began to be convicted of his sin, especially the sin of having sex 

outside of marriage.  And at the age of 32, in a small garden, the 

grace of God fell on him in an amazing way and his life was 

changed forever.  He was literally in agony over his sin, because he 

felt so drawn to God and yet could not bring himself to the point of 

renouncing his sin once and for all.  He then opened up the New 

Testament and randomly began to read.  The verses he read were 

in Romans 13, which say this: “Let us walk properly as in the 

daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality 

and sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy.  But put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires.”  From that point on, Augustine’s life was radically 

different.  He turned his back on the sinful practices he was 

involved in, and he spent the rest of his life serving the Lord in 

tremendous ways.  He was one of the most influential pastors and 

theologians in the entire history of the church.   

Here’s the point of me telling you Augustine’s story.  In a 

book called the Confessions Augustine wrote about his conversion 

experience, and he expresses so poignantly the change that 

happened in his heart.  He’s writing this as a prayer to God, and he 

says: “How sweet all at once it was for me to be rid of those 

fruitless joys which I had once feared to lose.  You drove them 

from me, you who are the true, the sovereign joy.” 

Do you see what he’s saying about God?  He is comparing 

sin, which he calls fruitless joys, to God, whom he calls the 

sovereign joy.  God is the triumphant joy.  He is the ultimate, 
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absolute joy.  Nothing else compares.  And when God saves a 

person, He reveals Himself as the sovereign joy.  Before God 

changes our hearts we’re dead in our sin, and we think the sinful 

pleasures are the only pleasures.  But then God regenerates our 

hearts, giving us new life and new eyes to see that all these other 

things are fruitless joys and He is true joy.   

Many people think the Christian life is simply about doing 

your duty.  These people have the idea that unbelievers are the 

ones who pursue pleasure and happiness, while believers reject that 

pursuit of happiness and do their duty for God.  I believe that 

distinction is false.  The difference between non-Christians and 

Christians is NOT that non-Christians are looking for happiness 

and Christians aren’t.  I agree with Pascal that we ALL seek 

happiness.  The difference is that non-Christians are searching 

around aimlessly for happiness while Christians have found true 

joy and happiness in the glory of God! 

C. S. Lewis put it this way: “it would seem that Our Lord 

finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted 

creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 

infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on 

making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is 

meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.  We are far too easily 

pleased.” 

We ARE far too easily pleased, friends.  Becoming a 

Christian doesn’t mean you give up the pursuit of happiness.  It 

means you discover what it means to pursue true and lasting 

happiness in the pursuit of God’s glory—glorifying God for His 

mercy to us. 

Jesus Christ humbled Himself to the point of death, even 

death on a cross.  He came as a servant, as Romans 15 tells us.  

And He did this in order that we might glorify God for His mercy.  

And this will happen, our lives will highlight the greatness of God, 

as He fills us with joy and peace and causes us to abound in hope.  

Our hope is in Him.  Our joy is in Him.   


