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James 5:19-20 19  Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert 
him; 20  Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. !
19a Brethren, !
James uses the word brethren again. These are those of the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad. They are Jews and Christians. They are the brethren of James in 
Jesus Christ and they are our brethren in the same today. Whatever James has written 
unto them we can be assured that it is applicable unto us.  !
19b if any of you !
James uses the broadest address possible: if (uncertainty or possibility) any 
(comprehensively, from the least to the greatest) of you (brethren in Jesus Christ). !
19c do err from the truth !
Err: to roam from safety truth or virtue, to go astray, to wander, to be out of the way.  !
James gives the command in 1:16: Do not err, my beloved brethren. Now he 
returns to it, knowing that there will be some who fail to follow it. !
What truth is it that we might wander from? James may mean specifically one of three 
things or generally all three things: !
1. Jesus Christ: !
The truth of his example and his teachings. The truth of salvation by grace through him 
alone (the gospel). !

John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. !
John 5:32-33 32  There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the 
witness which he witnesseth of me is true. 33  Ye sent unto John, and he bare 
witness unto the truth.  !
John 8:30-36  30  As he spake these words, many believed on him. 31  Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed; 32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free. 33  They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any 
man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35  And the servant 
abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 36  If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed. !
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 
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!
Ephesians 4:20-24 20  But ye have not so learned Christ; 21  If so be that ye have 
heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22  That ye put off 
concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts; 23  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24  And that ye put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. !

2. Scriptures: !
The truth of the creation, the history, the law, the wisdom, and the prophecy. The truth 
of doctrine and practice (by command and by example). !

Psalms 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the 
truth. !
2 Timothy 3:14-17 14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15  And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works. !

3. Gospel: !
The truth of the grace and mercy of God to the elect through Jesus Christ. The truth of 
freedom from the old doctrine and practice of the law in Jesus Christ. !

John 18:37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou 
sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that 
I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice. !
Galatians 2:11-14 11  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, 
because he was to be blamed. 12  For before that certain came from James, he did eat with 
the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. 13  And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; 
insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. 14  But when I saw 
that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter 
before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the 
Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? !
Ephesians 1:12-14 12  That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in 
Christ. 13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
holy Spirit of promise, 14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. ! !
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Colossians 1:3-6 3  We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
praying always for you, 4  Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which 
ye have to all the saints, 5  For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof 
ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; 6  Which is come unto 
you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since 
the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: !

How then do we err from the truth? !
By blindly following our leaders into error. !

Proverbs 19:27  Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from 
the words of knowledge. !
Isaiah 9:16 For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are 
led of them are destroyed. !

By continuing in sin while knowing the truth. !
Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; !

By being contentious and disobedient. !
Romans 2:8-9 8  But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 9  Tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; !

By wasting our time on unprofitable study. !
1 Timothy 6:20-21 20  O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding 
profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: 21  
Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.  !

By denying (not continuing in) the apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42). !
2 Timothy 2:15-19 15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16  But shun profane and 
vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 17  And their word 
will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18  Who concerning the 
truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow 
the faith of some.  !

By filling our head (but not our heart) with knowledge. !
2 Timothy 3:7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. !!
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By giving up on the truth. !
Proverbs 23:23  Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and 
understanding. !

By not being on our guard against error. !
2 Peter 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye 
also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
stedfastness. !
Galatians 3:1  O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not 
obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified 
among you? !

19d-20a and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the 
sinner from the error of his way !

John Gill: “this designs not first conversion, or the turning of a sinner from darkness 
to light, from the power of Satan to God, and from the evil of a man's heart and ways and 
from a dependence on his own righteousness, to the Lord Jesus Christ, to look to him for 
righteousness, life, and salvation, which is wholly and entirely God's work, and not man's; 
but conversion after backslidings; for a restoration from a fallen condition is 
sometimes so called, and which one brother may be an instrument of to another, by showing 
him, and setting before him, the evil of his errors, whether in principle or practice; and by 
instructing him in the doctrines of the Gospel, and in the duties of religion; and by reproving 
him in meekness, and according to the rules of Christ;” !

Conversion of this kind is the work of the church, among the brethren both individually 
and in congregation. !

1 Timothy 3:15  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth. !
Matthew 18:14-17 14  Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish. 15  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. 16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one 
or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established. 17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if 
he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a 
publican. !!
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20b shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. !
James is not stating that a person, other than Jesus Christ, may save another person 
eternally from death and sin, but rather that conversion from error confirms salvation 
from death and sin, for both the converter and converted. It is a blessing to partake in 
the reconciliation of man to God. !

Proverbs 10:12  Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. !
1 Timothy 4:16  Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in 
doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. !
1 Peter 4:8  And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for 
charity shall cover the multitude of sins. !!!!
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