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James 5:13-18 13  Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him 
sing psalms. 14  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15  And 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he 
have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 16  Confess your faults one to 
another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 17  Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not 
on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18  And he prayed again, 
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit. !
13a Is any among you afflicted? let him pray.  !
Afflicted: pray. Afflicted definition: (Strong’s G2553 kakopatheō) to undergo 
hardship, be afflicted, endure afflictions/hardness, suffer trouble. !
The first action. This is not the same word afflicted that James used earlier in the 
epistle. !

James 4:9  Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to 
mourning, and your joy to heaviness. !

That word, talaipōreō,  means to be wretched or to realize one’s own misery. !
Considering the context, James is using afflicted to address those who are in the midst 
of the struggles and sufferings, but are patiently enduring them, and are waiting for the 
coming of the Lord. !

James 5:8  Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. !

James’ answer to affliction is prayer. What other answer might there be? What about 
family, friends, pastors, or professional counselors? No, the only answer is to take the 
affliction to God and to trust in his sovereign will, then patiently wait for his will to be 
revealed. Hear what the Psalmist writes: !

Psalms 119:71 It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy 
statutes. !

Afflictions are good for us? Why? So that we can better understand God’s will. They 
drive us to his word. !

Psalms 119:107 I am afflicted very much: quicken me, O LORD, according 
unto thy word. !
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When afflicted, the word of God working in us revives us (makes us alive). !
Psalms 140:12 I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, 
and the right of the poor. !

God assures us, by his word, that he will not let our cause go unattended.  !
13b Is any merry? let him sing psalms. !
Merry: sing psalms. Merry definition: (Strong’s G2114 euthumeō) to cheer up, be 
cheerful, be of good cheer (merry). !
The second action. Being merry seems to be the opposite of being afflicted, but it is the 
inward attitude (of the heart) during affliction that determines whether we are 
depressed or happy in the midst of the working of God’s will. Hear what Solomon writes. !

Proverbs 15:13  A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of 
the heart the spirit is broken. !
Proverbs 17:22  A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit 
drieth the bones. !

It is the inward attitude of the heart (merry) that enables us to display true outward 
happiness, but when the attitude of the heart remains sorrowful, our inward spirit is 
broken, and it wears us out, dries is up, and makes us unfruitful for the Lord. !

Proverbs 15:15  All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry 
heart hath a continual feast. !

Every day seems to be a struggle when we are afflicted, but a heart that is set on Jesus 
Christ, which follows his commands, is happy (blessed) even in the midst of tribulations. 
That heart may have a continual feast upon God’s word. !

James 5:11a  Behold, we count them happy which endure. !
The response of the afflicted to the work of the word of God in them should be a merry 
heart joyful singing of psalms.  !

Isaiah 49:13 Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into 
singing, O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and will have 
mercy upon his afflicted. !!
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Singing is an expression of hope in something beyond the troubles of this world. !
Acts 16:25-26 25  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God: and the prisoners heard them. 26  And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.  !

Prayer and praise are powerful when directed to God. He has mercy upon the afflicted. 
He shakes the wall of their prisons, he opens the doors that were fastened shut, and he 
releases the bands which once held them fast. How rare it is for us to pray and sing in 
our midnight hour! !

Ephesians 5:18-21 18  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be 
filled with the Spirit; 19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20  
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; 21  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. !
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. !

The direction of singing is upward, toward God (to the Lord, unto God), but the effect is 
inward (to yourselves, in your heart, dwell in you) both individually and corporately. 
We ought to be a praying and singing people, and even more so in our affliction! !
14-15 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed 
sins, they shall be forgiven him. !
Sick: call for elders to pray and anoint. Sick definition: (Strong’s G0770 astheneō) 
to be feeble in any sense, diseased, impotent, sick, weak. !
The third action. Let him call. This is a humble submission to the order that God has 
established within the churches. But it is not passive. The elders are not commanded to 
anoint without the call to anoint. The apostles set the example for the elders of the 
church when they were sent out by Jesus (but note the difference: no call to anoint is 
indicated).  !

Mark 6:12-13 12  And they (the 12 apostles) went out, and preached that men should 
repent. 13  And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were 
sick, and healed them.  !
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1 Corinthians 11:28-32 28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup. 29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 30  For this 
cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 31  For if we 
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 32  But when we are judged, we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. !

Weakness, sickness, and even death (sleep) may be the result of chastisement from God 
for continuing and unconfessed sin. Therefore, the sick should examine himself then call 
for help. Though it seems that there is confession and forgiveness of sins through men in 
this verse, this is not the case as is made clear by the statement the Lord shall raise him 
up and the verses that follow in context. !
16a  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye 
may be healed. !
Faults: confess and pray. Faults definition: (Strong’s G3900 paraptōma) a side slip, 
lapse or deviation, that is unintentional error or willful transgression, fall, fault, offense, 
sin, trespass. !
The fourth action. The individual should confess his faults to others and the individual 
should pray for others for healing when confessions are heard. The church is corporately 
responsible for confessions and prayers for healing. !
16b The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. !
This is not only applicable to the elders (as in verse 14), but to all the righteous men 
(and women) who pray for healing for their brethren. God has enabled them, through 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, to have direct communication with him. !

Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of 
the righteous. !

Jesus sent the Comforter, the Holy Ghost (John 14:16, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7) , who 
intercedes when we pray to God. !

Romans 8:26  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. !

17-18 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and 
six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit.  !
James then gives the example of Elijah’s prayers for drought and rain in 1 Kings 17-18. We, 
being like him, should pray for ourselves and others, with the earnest expectation of healing, 
trusting in God for deliverance.
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