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James 5:7-11 7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. 8  Be ye 
also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
9  Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, 
the judge standeth before the door. 10  Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering 
affliction, and of patience. 11  Behold, we count them happy which endure. 
Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that 
the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.  !
7a Be patient therefore, brethren, !
We can discern that James is addressing his brethren, those of the twelve tribes which 
are scattered abroad, which he greeted in chapter 1 and immediately gave 
encouragement to patiently persevere in temptations. !

James 1:2-3 2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; 3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing. !

Near the close of the final chapter of the epistle, James returns to continue to encourage 
his  brethren whose faith was being tried by their own brethren who are: !
• double minded (1:8),  
• wrathful (1:20), 
• hearers, not doers of the word (1:23), 
• falsely religious (1:26), 
• respecters of persons (2:3), 
• despisers of the poor (2:6), 
• professors of faith without works (2:26), 
• unable to control the tongue (3:6), 
• full of envy and strife (3:14), 
• friends of the world and enemies of God (4:4) 
• prideful (4:6) 
• speakers of evil (4:11) 
• unrighteous judges (4:12) 
• boasting in self willed action (4:16) 
• greedy rich oppressors (5:1) !
James knows that these traits are divers temptations and that the only way in which his 
brethren will overcome them, and those that practice them, is to let patience have her 
perfect work. James knows that persecution of the faithful would come both from the 
outside but also from the inside of the churches. Endurance of persecution (and 
temptations) is part of God’s work of sanctification and growth in God’s grace. 
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7b (Be patient therefore, brethren,) unto the coming of the Lord. !
James then gives the reason for patience: the coming of the Lord. Above all other 
blessings which we may enjoy as children of God, the blessing of hope in the 
resurrection of the body and the return of Jesus Christ to receive our resurrected bodies 
to meet him in the air is the one that powerfully bears us through trials, temptations, 
and persecutions. There is nothing that men can do to us in our short lives that will not 
be made right by our Lord Jesus Christ upon his return for all eternity. It is a saving 
hope. !

Romans 8:24-25 24  For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not 
hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25  But if we hope for 
that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. !

7c Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 
hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. !
James then gives an example of the kind of patience those who wait should have: the 
husbandman who plants his seeds in the first season and then waits for the seeds to be 
watered by the God-given rain in the early season, then waits for the seeds to sprout and 
grow, then be watered again by the God-given rain in the late season, until the plants 
become mature and produce their fruit in the second season. We are yet in the season of 
hope, where we hope for that we see not. !

Joel 2:23  Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your 
God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to 
come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first 
month. !

8  Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. !
James commands us to be patient, like the husbandman, and to remain steadfast in 
hope of the Lord’s coming, that is the precious fruit of God. !

Galatians 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not. !

As the husbandman harvests the precious fruit at the end of the season, so we shall reap 
the eternal blessing of God in the resurrection when Jesus Christ returns. !

2 Thessalonians 3:3-5 3  But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish 
you, and keep you from evil. 4  And we have confidence in the Lord 
touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. 5  
And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patient waiting for Christ.  
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9  Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, 
the judge standeth before the door. !
James commands that, in the interim, as we wait upon the Lord’s return, that we not 
hold grudges against our sinning brethren or otherwise we will fall under the same 
discipline as they will receive. God is their judge. !

Romans 12:9-21 9  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; 
cleave to that which is good. 10  Be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 11  Not slothful in business; 
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12  Rejoicing in hope; patient in 
tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 13  Distributing to the necessity 
of saints; given to hospitality. 14  Bless them which persecute you: bless, 
and curse not. 15  Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep. 16  Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 17  
Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all 
men. 18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men. 19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20  
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so 
doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21  Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good. !

This is the trying of your faith. To suffer persecutions and temptations at the hands of 
your brethren, yet leave vengeance to the Lord. !

Luke 18:1-8 1  And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint; 2  Saying, There was in a city a judge, which 
feared not God, neither regarded man: 3  And there was a widow in that city; and 
she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 4  And he would not 
for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor 
regard man; 5  Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her 
continual coming she weary me. 6  And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. 7  And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 8  I tell you that he 
will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth? !

But this is the real question: shall he find faith on the earth upon his return? Will we 
have endured the persecutions, trials, and temptations while remaining steadfast in 
hope? !

James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to 
them that love him. 
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10  Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the 
Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 11  Behold, we 
count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and 
have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy. !
James then gives two examples of suffering affliction, and of patience: the prophets and 
Job. Both of them were persecuted by their own brethren, further reinforcing James’ 
emphasis that those brethren who undergo such persecution, trial, and temptation are 
blessed, though not necessarily while they live upon the earth. The writer of Hebrews 
provides more examples reinforces this in chapters 11 and 12.  !

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. !
Hebrews 11:32-40 32  And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to 
tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and 
Samuel, and of the prophets: 33  Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34  Quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35  
Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36  And 
others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonment: 37  They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; 
being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38  (Of whom the world was not worthy:) 
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
39  And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, 
received not the promise: 40  God having provided some better thing 
for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.  !
Hebrews 12:1-3 1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, 2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3  For consider him 
that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds.  !

James writes we count them happy (blessed) which endure. We enjoy some better 
thing, which God having provided in Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, that is 
we have seen the end of the Lord, the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that should 
prevent us from being wearied and faint in our daily walk. The Lord indeed is very 
pitiful, and full of tender mercy unto the saints who endure.
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