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James 5:1-6 1  Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall 
come upon you. 2  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 3  
Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against 
you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for 
the last days. 4  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 5  Ye have lived in pleasure 
on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of 
slaughter. 6  Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. !
1a  Go to now, ye rich men, !
James uses the phrase Go to now again to get the attention of those reading the letter.  !
In 4:13, he used the phrase to get the attention of those who attempt to follow their own 
will outside of the will of God: Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go 
into such a city… !
In 5:1 (here), he uses the phrase to get the attention of those who have earthly riches. Go 
to now, ye rich men… !
1b weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. !
Though James’ letter is generally (and regularly) addressed to brethren, the language he 
uses here is condemning towards the rich, but not necessarily all of the rich brethren, 
but rather particularly toward the rich brethren who have put their trust in their riches. 
God does not intend for his children to trust in earthly wealth, but rather to trust in him 
for their continuing care. Those that do trust in earthly wealth can expect nothing but 
misery in the last days. !
Why will the rich be miserable? !
The rich find it very difficult to enter into God’s kingdom. !

Mark 10:23-27  23  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, 
How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 24  
And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and 
saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter 
into the kingdom of God! 25  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26  And they 
were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be 
saved? 27  And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not 
with God: for with God all things are possible. !

The poor are blessed with the kingdom of God. !
Luke 6:20  And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor: 
for yours is the kingdom of God. 
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The rich are cursed with woes. !
Luke 6:24-38 24  But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your 
consolation. 25  Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that 
laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. 26  Woe unto you, when all men shall speak 
well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.  !

The woes proclaimed by Jesus Christ are upon those who have wealth, who are fed, who 
are reveling, who are enjoying the praise of men. !

Luke 6:27-38 27  But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to 
them which hate you, 28  Bless them that curse you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you. 29  And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek 
offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. 
30  Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy 
goods ask them not again. 31  And as ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye also to them likewise. 32  For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? 
for sinners also love those that love them. 33  And if ye do good to them which do good 
to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. 34  And if ye lend to them 
of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to 
receive as much again. 35  But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be 
the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the 
evil. 36  Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 37  Judge 
not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be 
condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 38  Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye 
mete withal it shall be measured to you again. !

The commands of Christ are applicable to both the poor and the rich in many ways, but 
they logically follow his proclamation of woes upon the rich. Would not the rich have 
many that hated them, that cursed them, that asked of them, and that stole from them? 
Jesus commands them to do  the opposite of what their flesh would desire to do. 
Following the commands of Christ would come with great difficulty. !
The rich find it difficult to give in a sacrificial way. !

Mark 12:41-44 41  And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the 
people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 42  
And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a 
farthing. 43  And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast 
into the treasury: 44  For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her 
want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.  !

Giving from plenty means little. Giving from little means plenty. !!
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The rich find it difficult to follow Jesus Christ. !
Mark 10:17-22 17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, 
and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit 
eternal life? 18  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good 
but one, that is, God. 19  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, 
Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and 
mother. 20  And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from 
my youth. 21  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing 
thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22  
And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great 
possessions. !

2  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 3  Your 
gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against 
you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days. !
James is describing the type of life these rich brethren were living. They were storing up 
treasure together for the last days. But what they were not doing was using their stored 
treasure for anyone else except themselves. All of their stored up wealth was going to be 
corrupted, moth-eaten, and cankered. All of their stored up wealth would become 
painful to them when they looked upon it in the last days. !

Matthew 6:19-24 19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20  
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21  For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 22  The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine 
eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 23  But if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkness! 24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. !

This is the core issue: idolatry. The rich brethren had idolized and worshipped their 
wealth. They had attempted to serve God and mammon. James is condemning how they 
have used or not used the gift of their wealth. !

1 Corinthians 10:12-15 12  Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall. 13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 14  
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 15  I speak as to wise men; judge ye 
what I say.  !!

!3



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
8/24/2014 
James 5:1-6

To store up wealth for the purpose of having more wealth is foolishness. Wealth is to be 
used for God’s purposes, not man’s purposes. !

Luke 12:16-21 16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully: 17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall 
I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18  And he said, This will I do: 
I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. 19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20  But God said unto him, 
Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast provided? 21  So is he that layeth up 
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.  !

4  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, 
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 5  Ye have lived in 
pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as 
in a day of slaughter. 6  Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth 
not resist you. !
James continues to describe the lives that the rich brethren were living. They were 
holding back the wages of those who worked for them (likely their poor brethren), 
taking care of themselves only, and by doing so they condemned and killed them. !

Leviticus 19:13 Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages 
of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until the morning. !

Consider the parable of the rich man and the beggar. !
Luke 16:19-31 19  There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20  And there was a certain beggar 
named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21  And desiring to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. 22  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23  And 
in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his bosom. 24  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am 
tormented in this flame. 25  But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 26  And beside all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you 
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 27  Then he said, I 
pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 28  For I 
have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment. 29  Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them. 30  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they will repent. 31  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead. 
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The rich man knew of Lazarus and did nothing to help Lazarus while he lived. He knew 
Abraham, Moses, and the prophets and did nothing to fulfill their laws and prophecies 
with regards to the beggar Lazarus. He enjoyed his wealth on earth, yet was cursed in 
eternity. It is not better to be poor, neither is it better to be rich, but each has been given 
their place by God, and each in turn must please God within the constraints of the life 
they have been given.  !
Consider Zacchæus as an example of a rich man who entered the kingdom of God, not 
by his riches, but by the grace of God. !

Luke 19:1-9 1  And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2  And, behold, there 
was a man named Zacchæus, which was the chief among the publicans, and 
he was rich. 3  And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, 
because he was little of stature. 4  And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore 
tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. 5  And when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchæus, make haste, and come 
down; for to day I must abide at thy house. 6  And he made haste, and came 
down, and received him joyfully. 7  And when they saw it, they all murmured, 
saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 8  And Zacchæus 
stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold.  9  And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to 
this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 10  For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost. !

Zacchæus’ example is that the regenerate rich man, called by Jesus Christ, will come to 
him, receive him, and upon that reception will change from selfishly storing up wealth 
for themselves to unselfishly using wealth for others. 
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