
Gospel of Mark Chapter 1C 

 

IN the News over the past two months: The Group ISIS declared the establishing of a Caliphate.    

How many people really know what a caliphate is? 

 

A caliphate is an Islamic state that is led by a caliph, a caliph is a political and religious leader 

who is a successor (caliph) to the Islamic prophet Muhammad. His power and authority is 

considered to be absolute. 

 The establishing of a Caliphate supersedes all national boundaries and refuses to recognize 

international law.  

 

While the word Caliphate may be new to us the concept has been part of Islamic culture from the 

beginning. Muhammad’s first disciples were the first to declare a Caliphate. 

 Since that time the proclamation of Caliphate has involved increasing oppression, violence 

and even death.  

 

How far does Isis hope to expand the caliphate? Recently they revealed their 5 year plan. 

Here is a map showing ISIS expansion plans between now and 2019. SEE THE MAP 

 

 NOW let’s consider the differences between the proclamation and progression of Caliphate 

to the proclamation and progression of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Mark describes the proclamation and progression of the Kingdom of God for us in his Gospel:  

In 1:14 - 31 we will find: 

1. The Declaration of the Kingdom 

2. The Disciples of the King 

3. The Demonstration of His Rule 

 

DECLARATION OF THE KINGDOM 

Mark 1:14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 

15  and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in 

the gospel.” 

 John the Baptist has finished his course. His work as the forerunner of the King was now 

completed. HE was arrested and eventually beheaded. (Matt 14) 

 Now the Lord Jesus came proclaiming the “Gospel of God.” This is the Gospel belonging to 

God. God is the author and originator of this Gospel.  

 Throughout the Old Testament, God revealed his kingdom to his prophets, the last of which 

was John the Baptist. 

 

With the death of John the declaration of the Kingdom of God is now in the hands of the King 

himself, Jesus the Messiah.  His declaration is this: 

“The time is fulfilled” - Jesus was saying that a very significant time in human history had 

finally arrived.  

 This would be the season, the long anticipated time in redemptive history when the Rule of 

God was clearly present among men.  

 



 The word “Fulfilled” literally means “Super fullness” like when your beverage is 

overflowing the brim of your cup.  

o Jesus is saying that the time for the arrival of the Kingdom of God was now 

overflowing. 

 The Kingdom of God was “AT HAND” because the KING was now dwelling among men, 

walking in the midst of his chosen people. 

 A question arises from this announcement: Whose rule was man living under prior to this 

announcement?    (the answer to that is found in the Garden) 

 

When Adam yielded to the Serpent in the Garden, all of humanity was plunged under the cruel 

dictatorship of the “Prince of the Power of the Air,”  Listen to the words of Paul: 

Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2  in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 

now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3  among whom we all once lived in the passions of 

our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

 Satan is called “The Ruler of darkness” Eph 6:12 

 He is called “The God of this world” in 2 Corinthians 4:4 

 “Ruler of the World” - John 14:30 

 

Remember from last week that the first act of the King when the Spirit of God descended upon 

him was to overcome the Devil on his own home turf, in the wilderness. 

 Satan is the strong man - Jesus had to bind him to plunder his possessions. (Mark 3) 

 Having overcome him Jesus makes this great proclamation: 

 

 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 The revelation of the Kingdom of God brings man to a crisis point, a recognition that he is in 

no condition, morally or spiritually to enter this kingdom. 

 As evidenced by the perfect life of the King, God is HOLY and his holiness immediately 

confronts the sinfulness of man.  What is man to do? 

 “Repent and Believe in the Gospel” Those two actions are absolutely necessary to come 

under the rule of God. 

 

When the radical Islamists confront those they consider “Infidels” they insist on one of three 

things: conversion, subjugation or death. 

 The expansion of their “Caliphate” comes through fear, intimidation and violence. 

 

BUT the Gospel of the Kingdom is radically different. The kingdom is founded upon the love of 

God which is displayed through the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.” 

 The Gospel call is grounded in and motivated by love. A call that results in eternal life.   

 

Pt #2  DISCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM: 

Mark 1: 16  Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 

Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17  And Jesus said to them, “Follow 



me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18  And immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 19  And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his 

brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20  And immediately he called them, and they 

left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

 A disciple is a learner, someone who is under the tutelage of a master. Plato and Socrates 

had disciples.  

 The call of the Lord Jesus was a call to discipleship. It was a call to abandon one’s former 

life and follow Christ. 

 Can you imagine what went on in the mind of Zebedee when he was left holding the net. His 

boys were gone, literally walked away to follow this young rabbi. 

 Listen to the words of Jesus: 

 

Lu 14:26  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” 

 These 4 men left a life of fishing to become fishers of men. Fishing provided a lucrative 

living along the shores of Galilee.  

 

R.C Sproul:  “The Sea of Galilee was one of the most productive bodies of water in the ancient 

world for the fishing industry. According to Josephus, when the Romans invaded Palestine in the 

year 68 they commandeered some 250 fishing boats from the Sea of Galilee.” 

 It seems that Andrew, Peter, James and John walked away from very lucrative family 

businesses in order to follow the Lord Jesus. 

 These would be named among the Disciples of Christ and later called to be Apostles. 

 

Here in Mark we see Jesus actively seeking and calling his disciples, like a shepherd gathering 

his sheep. 

Ezekiel 34: 11  “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and 

will seek them out. 12  As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have 

been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 

have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 

 

Still today, the Lord Jesus “Calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”  John 10:3 

John 10:9, (Jesus is) the door. (to the sheep fold) If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and 

will go in and out and find pasture.  

 Even today: The call of the God is a call to drop everything and follow Jesus. It is a call to 

walk with him every day. A call to submit to his Word and worship him alone. A call to 

commune with him through prayer, 

 The call of the Lord Jesus is the call of a KING. A call to come out from under the despotic 

rule of an oppressive master to live under the loving care of the Good Shepherd 

 

3.The Demonstration of His Rule 

The Lord demonstrates his Rule showing his kingly authority: 

 Through His Words 

 His authority over the spiritual realm. 

 His authority over the physical realm. 



Words:   Mark 1: 21  And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered 

the synagogue and was teaching. 22  And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught 

them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 

 The crowd was ASTONISHED at Jesus’ teaching. (blew their minds) 

 He taught as one who had “AUTHORITY.”   

o His words were direct, unlike anything they had ever heard. He spoke from an 

authority that was foreign to sinful man. 

o Many in that day quoted other rabbis or the traditions of the fathers but Jesus 

spoke from his own divine authority. “  (Example) 

 

Matthew 5: 27  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 

28  But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart. 

 You have heard,  BUT I SAY to you…  And the knife of the word cuts to the heart. 

 

One group of soldiers who heard Jesus speak returned saying: 

John 7: 46  The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 

 This is the mouth of the one who created all things. Who said, “Light Be and Light was.” 

 The prophet Isaiah actually foretold the power of Jesus’ words: 

 

Isaiah 49:1  Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD 

called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 

2  He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me;  he made me a 

polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. (STILL today his word is like a sharp sword) 

 

Authority over the Spiritual Realm: 

Mark 1: 23  And immediately (while Jesus is teaching) there was in their synagogue a man with 

an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24  “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 

you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 

25  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26  And the unclean spirit, 

convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27  And they were all 

amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with 

authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 

 The demons CRY OUY in what seems to be stark terror, “I know who you are—the Holy 

One of God.” 

 The Theme of Mark’s Gospel is this, Jesus is the Son of God. The Disciples don’t 

understand, YET! But the demons do!  

 When the demon cries out, “I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” He tells the truth. 

BUT Jesus tells him to be quiet. WHY? He doesn’t want their endorsement! 

 That would be like the town drunk standing on the corner telling everybody what a great 

church Harvest Fellowship is. 

 It would be like that person you work with, that guy who couldn’t tell the truth if you paid 

him. Standing in the break room sharing the Gospel.  If the source is defiled the message is 

brought into question.  (what does that say about the kind of lives we live as we share the 

Gospel)  



I can only imagine the CHILL that this manifestation caused in the spine of everyone in the 

room. “What do you have to do with us? Have you come to destroy us?”  

o The presence of the Lord brought sheer terror to the demons so they cry out in 

fear. 

o They know who he is, they know their final judgment is looming,  

o The Spiritual realm seems to be on edge as the Kingdom advances. 

 

According to the Lord’s own words, His authority over the demonic realm was evidence that the 

Kingdom of God had indeed come to the earth. 

Matthew 12: 28  But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God 

has come upon you. 

 

The authority of the Lord Jesus was not limited to the spiritual realm, he is Lord of the physical 

realm as well, Lord of the heavens and the earth, the divine ruler over all of nature.  

 So the elements of nature including every cell, every virus and bacteria, yes and even death 

itself had to yield to the King’s command. 

 

Mark 1: 29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 

with James and John. 30  Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they 

told him about her. 31  And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left 

her, and she began to serve them. 

 In 1998 while visiting Capernaum I walked from the ruins of Peter’s house to the ruins of the 

Synagogue that Mark is describing here in Mark 1. It is a 2 minute walk and both are 

situated very close to the shores of the Galilee. 

 Generally the services of the Synagogue ended around noon on the Sabbath and Jesus and 

his disciples walked to Peter’s house for lunch. 

 There Peter’s mother in-law lay ill with a fever. (so the first pope was obviously married)  

 Immediately, Jesus took her by the hand, lifted her up and the fever left her. 

 You will note that her recovery in instantaneous and immediately she begins serving her 

guests. 

 

This gracious act of healing is a wonderful display of compassion on the part of the Lord but like 

all of the other miracles it is also a clue to the identity of Jesus and the significance of his 

coming. 

 Think about what happened to Peter’s mother in-law, she was sick and debilitated, unable to 

function in the way that a whole and healthy woman could. 

o BUT the king over all creation, by his own hand and for his glory instantaneously 

restored her to full and complete health and service. 

o Jesus restored God’s order and purpose to her life. In doing so he gave his 

disciples a small display of his kingly rule. 

o In the ultimate and final rule of the King there will be no sickness or death 

Revelation 21: 3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place 

of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will 

be with them as their God. 4  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 

more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away.”  



 

The effects of the fall are GONE in the active rule of God when the fullness of the Kingdom is 

manifest. 

 

TODAY - The Kingdom of God continues to advance everywhere the Gospel is proclaimed. 

 God graciously opens the eyes of those who were spiritually blind. 

 Through the New Birth he reveals the Kingdom of God, by grace he gives his children a new 

heart and a new Spirit they are resurrected to a life of love and service. 

 

Men and women across the globe who were once under the cruel oppression of the Prince of 

Darkness are being set free through the proclamation of the Gospel. 

 No earthly land is necessary in this kingdom because God has prepared for them a dwelling 

place, a holy city, a New Jerusalem. 

 The Laws of this kingdom are written on the hearts of Christ’s followers. 

 Love is the predominant characteristic of the citizens of this kingdom. 

 

A Caliphate advances taking land and possessions through fear, oppression and violence. 

The Kingdom of God is advanced through the loving declaration of Good News taking one heart 

at a time. 

 

The Nightly News reports the lands and peoples who are being swallowed up by the Caliphate. 

You won’t see the Kingdom of God on the Nightly news BUT, the angels in heaven rejoice over 

each and every soul who repents and believes the Gospel. 

 Luke 17 tells us that we cannot observe with our fleshly eyes the advancement of the 

Kingdom of God. And yet, it is right here in the midst of us. 

 The Kingdom of God is present in every place where the King abides. 

 

He said, Mathew 28:20 I am with you always, unto the end of the age. 

 

 

 


