
Romans 13:11-14 (NKJV)  
11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; 
for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works 
of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.  
13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in 
lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill 
its lusts. 
 
Paul has laid out the Gospel in Romans 1-8.   
Then in section 2 he lays out what that should mean about how we live.  He tells 
us how to regard people and how to treat people. 
In this passage I think he is putting a fire under our behinds. 
He is creating a sense of urgency. 
 
When I was a senior in high school I played football for our high school team.  To 
put my involvement in perspective, at one point we were breaking into teams and 
one coach asked the other coach, “What does Ziggy play?”  The other coach 
replied, “Guitar”.  Anyway I was a very small part of helping that team gain an 
outstanding record of losses. 
I remember the last game.  The coach was addressing the players with all sincerity 
and frankness.  He was talking about how this game was their last chance to play 
organized ball.  He knew by looking at us that none of us had a chance to go 
farther.  I don’t remember what he said, but I remember his appeal was along the 
lines of “the time is short”.  Give it all you have for the time remaining.  Because 
that is what you will remember for the rest of your life. 
He actually had several of those big strong guys crying.  It had a strangely adverse 
effect on me.  But those guys went out on the field that night and lost in a very 
noble fashion. 
We have emphasized earlier in Romans that we can do anything for a lifetime.  
And why?  For the hope of future reward.  Every price we pay in the name of 
Christ is worth it. 
Like the football team’s last game, the time is short.  If we suffer, it will not be for 
long.  If we have opportunity to serve, it will not be for long.  If we have 
opportunity to reach unbelievers with the Gospel, it will not be long.  If we have 
opportunity to love our brothers and meet their needs, it will not be for long.  If 



we have opportunity to love our enemies, it will not be for long.  So Paul is giving 
His pep talk based on the absolute certainty of Christ’s return and the absolute 
reality of an eternal reward.   
Let’s look at the technicalities of this verse and then we will return later to its 
emphasis. 
 
11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time 
First notice that it says “knowing the time”.  This is obviously not written to all 
humans.  This is written to people who know something.  This is written to a 
select group of people who have a good understanding of how history is 
proceeding. 
You see, one big difference between those who believe in Christ and those who 
do not is how they view time. 
Our humanistic world views time as going on forever, just as it always has. 
Or the scientific world may see it winding down to an end as all things wind 
down. 
Or the historian or eastern religious man may see time as being cyclical, coming 
around again and again. 
But none see God’s clear purpose in time. 
Scripture lays out time as three periods. 
First is the time before Christ.  The whole Old Testament tells us about that 
period of history.  It was a time that people were clearly looking forward to a 
specific event.  The Messiah was to come to save the Jewish people, and the 
world for that matter.  They didn’t understand the Messiah’s full purpose.  But 
they knew that was the event human history was waiting for. 
Then the next period of time in scripture was the time when Christ came and 
lived on the planet.  This is covered in 4 Gospels.  We can see its importance 
because there is no period of history in scripture that has 4 books dedicated to it.  
It was obviously very important to God that we are told much about that period 
of time. 
Then the last period of time in scripture is the last days.  This is the period of time 
between Christ’s ascension and His second coming. 
This is something that all Christians are to know.  They are to know and 
understand the time they live in.  It is a temporary period of time.  It is coming 
from one event and leading swiftly to another.  There is no mystery what will 
happen at the end of this period of time.  Christ will return and the world will be 



judged.  We may not have perfect understanding of all of the end time events, but 
the destination is certain.   
Now, is that how we view time?  When we get up in the morning, do we view our 
existence in that mode?  Do we consider that we are one day closer to Christ’s 
return?  Or do we only think of it in the same terms our neighbors think of it?  Are 
we thinking about the 70 years we are likely to live and then the end?  Do we 
think of it in terms of what enjoyable thing I can do today to give meaning to my 
existence?  Do we think of time as something that is to be filled with as much 
pleasure as possible? 
If we think that way, we did not learn this from Christ.  We did not learn it from 
scripture.  If we think of time that way we learned that from our world or our 
flesh. 
Christians are people with a different view of time.  They know the time.  They 
understand the time.  They know where time came from and where it is headed.  
They understand the sovereign purpose of time and the sovereign end of it.  They 
know why it is continuing and they know what will result in its end. 
There is no way to discuss this topic without reading 2 Peter 3:1-13 (NKJV)  
 
1 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your 
pure minds by way of reminder),  
2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior,  
3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days,  
Look at this.  People will come that will scoff at us.  They will seek to cause us to 
doubt God.  And when will they come?  The last days.  When is that?  That is now.  
This is the message we can expect the devil to preach.  Maybe he has been 
preaching it to you. 
It goes on… 
walking according to their own lusts,  
Isn’t it interesting that is the very thing that a proper understanding of the last 
days will turn us from- living according to our lusts, our flesh. 
4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation."  
Here is the substance of the devil’s message to you.  Time is unchanging.  There is 
no purpose in it.  It did not come from anywhere.  It is not going anywhere.  There 
is no reason to hope.  There is no reason to live the Christian life.  God said He is 
using time for a purpose.  But the devil would say, look at it.  What is different 



since Christ died?  Ultimately the devil will keep doing what he did in the Garden 
of Eden.  He says, “Did God really say that?”  You can’t believe that God.  You 
cannot trust that God.  No, believe your own experiences.  Believe your own 
wisdom.  You have lived 20 or 30 or 40 or 50 years or maybe more.  Doesn’t that 
make you the supreme expert on time?  Surely you are wise enough to know 
better than to believe these fairy tales. 
You see, there is nothing new under the sun.  The devil is still telling the same lies.  
But he has people now so he no longer needs to wear snake skin. 
He now has leading educators and business executives and entertainment 
executives and sports heros who are preaching his message.  And the message 
hasn’t changed in 10,000 years. 
Peter then follows with a truth that is devastating to their argument. 
 
5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of water and in the water,  
6 by which the world that then existed 
The first fact they forget is who created the earth.  Listen to them explain how the 
world exists and you see a degree of blind faith that would make an Armenian 
preacher proud.  They have all kind of faith to believe that the world exists in a 
way that is not fathomable to the human mind.  It has no beginning.  Or maybe 
there is a big bang….but what caused the big bang, and you keep going further 
and further back until you have matter creating itself. 
No, that requires too much faith for me to believe it.  This is what athiests must 
willingly forget.  The world was created.  It had to be created by someone.  And if 
that fact stands, we instantly lose our right to criticize.  We are the created, not 
the creator.  And we live and die for our Creator’s purpose.  This fact requires 
willful forgetting. 
But there is more.  This created world in verse 6 
 
 perished, being flooded with water.  
God didn’t just create and then distance himself from His creation.  No.  He 
intervenes in time and space.  At one point he flooded the earth.  He destroyed all 
people except for those in the ark.  The scoffers would have us forget that we 
have enough evidence from human history to understand that this God will do 
what He says.  If he says he will punish, he will punish.  If he says He will save He 
will save. 
 



7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, 
are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  
8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  
We see here where time is headed.  It is not without purpose.  It is leading to a 
day that will prove the scoffers to be utter fools.  It will prove their message to be 
a lie.  And the Lord does not owe it to the scoffer to hurry, just because they 
mock.  They are completely irrelevant to His plan.  The fact that God allows them 
to continue to breath is evidence of that truth.  If the scoffers could actually do 
harm to the will of God, do you really think he would allow them to live?  Of 
course not.  God mocks them by how irrelevant they are to His actions. 
So what is God waiting for?  What is relevant to Him?  What does He care about?  
What does He shape time around? 
We should all hear this and allow it drive deep in our hearts.  This is really what 
God cares about. 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance.  
Look at that brothers and sisters.  We probably know this fact, but has it gripped 
us.  Time waits for God’s children.  God allows the mockers to continue mocking 
in order that not a single soul who Christ wants in heaven with Him will be 
missed.  It isn’t that God is dragging His feet.  It is not that this thing is too hard 
for God to do.  It is only His love for His children that shapes His use of time.  The 
end times will last exactly as long as it takes for God to round up His last child.  At 
that point, there is no more purpose for time.  Do you see the insight this gives us 
into God’s character?  Do you see the love in His purpose?  Do you see the reason 
for the delay?  He uses time to love.  Isn’t that exactly what our text is telling us 
to do in Romans? 
 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens 
will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; 
both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 
We need to always pay attention to the word “but” in scripture.  Here is another.  
Christ is delaying due to His love for His children BUT the day of judgment toward 
the wicked WILL COME.  And it will not come with the kind of warning that will 
allow the scoffers advance notice.  No.  It will come like a criminal sneaks into 
your house while you are sleeping.  By the time you wake up it is too late to 



respond.  That is how Christ will return.  And the mockers will face the judgment 
of God.  And I can just imagine their words will be ringing in their ears- “Where is 
the promise of His coming?” 
  
11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  
12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat?  
13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells. 
And how does Peter conclude His passage?  The same way Paul does.  When you 
understand where time is headed, when you understand what God is using it for, 
you have reason to get with the program.  When we understand what time is for, 
we understand what our lives are for. 
How do we hasten the coming of the day of God?  By evangelism.  Have you ever 
considered that there will be a person somewhere who will draw the last child of 
God to Christ.  That will be like a celestial lottery winner.  Wouldn’t you love to be 
that person?  Anyway, if God is using time for evangelism and discipleship, isn’t 
that what the time of our lives should be used for?   
And look at verse 13.  The longer I live, the more important I believe it is to 
continually adjust our expectations according to God’s word.  God does not 
promise us a lot of pleasure to look forward to in our lifetimes.  We as Americans 
tend to have much greater expectations for the here and now than we should 
have.  We tend to expect a degree of prosperity.  We expect safety.  We expect 
justice.  We have rights.  We expect happy and healthy marriages.  We expect 
happy and healthy families.  But God does not promise us any of those things.  He 
really doesn’t.   
But what does He promise us?   
we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 
Here it is loud and clear.  He promises us a wonderful eternity.  It is an eternity 
that is prepared with us in mind.  Just as time on earth has continued due to 
God’s love, that time has also been used to prepare a place for us.   
My question for me and for all of us is, how do we do it?  How do we hang God 
for that which He does not promise us and chooses not to give us.  And yet we 
refuse to fix our hope on that which He very clearly promises and will never 



withhold from any child of His.  We can be such spoiled brats can’t we?  How do 
you feel when your child or a niece or nephew treats YOU this way?  You work 
hard to supply them with something that has great lasting value and they get 
fixated on wanting a lollypop to the point they brood and whine and can think of 
nothing else. 
We cannot live the Christian life the way it is intended to be lived if we will not 
do serious business regarding our expectations toward God.   We need to be a bit 
ruthless toward those things we expect that God does not promise.  Like the child 
who cannot have the lollypop, we must stop resisting God.  It just makes us 
miserable.  We must stop holding God to things He has not promised and does 
not intend for us.  We must stop pitying ourselves for that which we do not have 
or cannot have.  In fact, we would do well to get rid of any kind of self 
absorption.  Just look at the fruit of those wrong expectations.  What do they do?  
Don’t they just make us miserable?  Don’t they steal our joy and contentment? 
So what should we do instead?  Should we expect nothing good from God’s 
hand?  Oh what a horrendous mistake that would be.  We are promised that we 
will have everything we need in this life to live for Christ.  We need to keep in 
mind that it is God who determines what we need, not us.  So we need to guard 
that thinking as well, but we have every right to come before Christ in His name 
asking for those things that we know are in His will and we can boldly expect to 
receive them. 
Hebrews 4:14-16 (NKJV)  
14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  
15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  
16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
Again we see a promise from Christ 
John 14:12-14 (NKJV)  
12 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he 
will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  
13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son.  
14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 



We need to remember here that “In Christ’s name” means according to His 
known will.  But we can see that it isn’t like we are to expect nothing from God.  
We just need to know and understand God’s word and God’s will when we ask. 
So there are lots of things in this life we CAN expect from God. 
But even more so we can confidently expect wonderful glorious things in the next 
life. 
Jesus said this: 
John 14:1-4 (NKJV)  
1 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.  
2 In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you.  
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  
4 And where I go you know, and the way you know." 
 
And we will close with two more passages about what we know we can expect! 
Colossians 3:2-4 (NKJV)  
2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.  
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  
4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in 
glory. 
 
1 John 3:2-3 (NKJV)  
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what 
we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is.  
3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
 
Rather than move on with the rest of the text I thought we had enough for this 
week to apply. 
We have seen God’s heart regarding time.  We know what time we live in.  We 
know what God is using it for.  We know God’s will for our lives.  Like Francis 
Schaeffer says, How shall we then live?  Will we get with God’s program?  Will we 
use it to love the Godly and the ungodly?  Will we use it to disciple and encourage 
his children and share the gospel with those who are not?  Will we set our 
affections on things above?  Will we fully expect from God those things that He 



promises us and wean ourselves from demanding from God that which is not 
ours to have.  I think we have plenty on our plate for this week. 
 


