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Introduction
     We know opaque means no light travels through. “Transparent” means you can see 
through it like glass so if I went and stood on the other side of that window, you could tell 
it is definitely Bill Sturm and his head. So, if we took that covering and put it over the 
window and I went and stood outside, you’d say, “Well, he looks bald like that knuckle-
head but we’re not sure if it’s him.”  So “translucence” means that you can tell a 
silhouette, you can tell that there is the form of a man out there but you’re not exactly 
sure who it is. “Transparency” means you can see clearly who it is.
     Now, let me just tell you that Bible prophecy is a lot like that. Do you remember when 
the wise men came to Jerusalem and they said, “We’re looking for the king of the Jews,” 
and they told that to King Herod. Do you remember that? King Herod called some of his 
wise men together and what did they do to determine where the child would be born? 
They searched the Scripture; they found a verse in Micah 5:2 which said very clearly he 
would be born in Bethlehem. Very clear. That would be called a transparent prophecy. 
You look, “Oh, that’s obvious. Bethlehem, it says so. It’s very clear.”
     And then there are some prophecies in the Old Testament that are not transparent at all 
– they are translucent which means, “Here’s a good guess at what it means but we’re 
really not going to know until it is fulfilled.” For instance, Psalm 16 says that David was 
writing and he said, “You will not suffer your holy one to see corruption or leave my soul 
in hell.” Well, that’s interesting. How in the world is David going to die but not be dead 
long enough to see corruption? So, there must be some kind of mystical meaning there. 
Until, Peter gets up after Jesus died, rose again, went to heaven, 50 days after the 
resurrection of Christ, there’s Pentecost. When Peter preaches in Acts 2 and says, “Hey, 
Psalm 16 was about Jesus.” Well, that wasn’t obvious by reading Psalm 16 until After the 
fulfillment.

     The book of Revelation, it has been accepted that the book of Revelation was written 
about 95 AD. Revelation is written to seven churches here in what is known as Asia 
Minor in the book of Revelation and this is also called just plain old Asia in the book of 
Acts, so Asia or Asia Minor. So Asia wasn’t necessarily known as a continent back in the 
first century, this was know as both Asia in the book of 1 Peter, for instance, and it’s also 
known as Asia Minor. So maybe, by the time Revelation was written, it became known as 
the small Asia or Asia Minor. So people became aware of the geography, maybe there 
was a continent, a greater part of the world known as Asia and so this became small Asia 
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or Asia Minor by the end of the first century. But the book of Revelation is a letter much 
like most of the New Testament is a letter and it’s a letter to seven different churches. 
And you say, “How do you know that?” Well, you’ll see.

1:1
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” Please notice: it is singular. So, now you know more 
than most of your friends. It is not the “book of the revelations.” It is the book of the 
Revelation. It is the Revelation. So, now we know that the book of Revelation is about 
one revelation. It’s not about many revelations, it’s about one revelation. Therefore, the 
book of Revelation is to show us the revealing of something or somebody. 

1:7
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, 
Amen.” Please notice that the main point of the book of Revelation, the main point of 
John, is not a secret rapture that happens sometimes before a seven year tribulation 
period. The main point of John in the book of Revelation, the thing he’s going to be most 
explicit about, is the revelation or the revealing of Jesus Christ and he says, “Here’s when 
it is and here’s what it is,” in verse 7. It is a time in which every eye will see him when 
he comes with the clouds. That is the revelation of Jesus Christ.  When is Christ 
revealed from heaven? Chapter 19, and that is what the entirety of the book, for the most 
part other than the epilogue in chapters 20-22, all are leading to. So, the book of 
Revelation is not leading to, “Oh, I can’t wait until we get snatched out of here.” That is 
not John’s goal in writing this letter. Do you get that? 

How did God give this book to John? Through his angel. 

1:2
“Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of 
all things that he saw.” First, John got the message of the book of Revelation through an 
angel and I’ll show you something in a minute. But I want you also to see this: he sent 
and signified it by this angel. He sent and signified it by this angel to John and most of 
this signification or signs that John saw through this angel were just simply visions. He 
saw them. 
     If you read Revelation, you’re going to find that most of what you read in the book of 
Revelation is found in a prophet in the Old Testament. So, I could do several different 
ideas here: I could pull out a Study Bible and I could just tell you what the dude says or 
we could interpret it through the Old Testament because that is, by the way, what kind of 
language we’re dealing with here. Revelation is much Old Testament language and the 
reason most of us are not aware of that is because many of us have not read the Old 
Testament. You have to be familiar with how the Old Testament prophets spoke. 
     Now, how is it given through an angel? Please read this along with me: Barnes, a 
man that lived a while ago, the dead ones seem to be the geniuses all the time. 

“There is a frequent allusion in the Scriptures to the fact that angels have been employed as agents 
in making known the divine will or in the revelations which have been made to people. Thus, in 
Acts 7:53 it is said, by Stephen, ‘Who have received the law by the disposition of angels.’ Or 
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Hebrews 2, ‘For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast,’ or Galatians 3, ‘And if the law was 
ordained by angels.’ There is almost no further reference to the agency of the angel employed for 
the service in the book.” 

     In other words, here’s what Stephen, here’s what the writer of Hebrews, here’s what 
Paul said – they all said that angels gave the law to Moses and now here we’re told in the 
book of Revelation that an angel gave this book to John. So this is nothing new. 

1:1  
these things are going to shortly come to pass. Yeah, what do you consider shortly? It’s 
been a long time since this was written. We’re talking about more than 1,900 years since 
it’s been written. What’s taking so long? I thought this was shortly going to come to 
pass?  It doesn’t say in the book of Revelation that the rapture is shortly going to come to 
pass. Do you see that? “Well, it could happen any day. It could happen any day.” John 
said the whole book could happen any day. 
     So we’re talking about what must surely come to pass is the beginning of things to get 
things moving. Well, have those things started happening? 

1:3 
 “Blessed are they that keep the words of this book of Revelation for the time is at 
hand.” It’s right upon us. See this again in the last chapter, “And he said unto me, These 
sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to 
shew unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.” So he says it twice. These 
things are going to be done shortly. Okay, so it is definitely a theme that these things are 
going to be shortly done. Now, please understand that he is taking the book of Revelation 
as a group and he says, “These things must shortly be done.” 
     I’m not telling you, “Here’s exactly what it means.” I’m telling you: here’s our 
options: either it means that it all had to be done in the first century and all of it has been 
fulfilled and yes, there is a group of people who believe that the book of Revelation  has 
all been fulfilled. Yes, there are. They’re called Preterists. “Well, why is it crazy?” Well, 
because of what’s included in the end of the book of Revelation. Like say, Armageddon. 
Like say, the Second Coming, the revelation of Jesus Christ. Like say, the new heaven 
and the new earth. All of that is nothing but allegorized and sign and just picture to them. 
     Option 2: we can say that it was truly to build vigilance because in chapter 22, verse 
20, “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” So we’re not comfortable as 2012, English speaking Americans reading our 
Bibles sitting in comfortable chairs, we are not comfortable hearing that something that 
was supposed to be done quickly hasn’t been done yet. But please understand that to 
people who are living the life that John is living, this was of great comfort to know that 
these things could quickly come to pass, to include the Second Coming of Christ. 
     Thirdly, It could be that once it starts, it happens quickly. In other words, if the book 
of Revelation was about to be unfolded like John said in Revelation 1, then Christ really 
was coming quickly once these things start to happen in Revelation 22. 
     Does this language occur anywhere else? Look at Luke 21:25 “And there shall be 
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring.” By the way, that is found in Revelation 
6. We’ll see it eventually. Verse 26, “Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
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after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken.” That’s found in Revelation chapter 6. Verse 27, “And then shall they see the 
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” That’s found in chapter 6, 
chapter 11 and chapter 19 of Revelation. Now, look at verse 28, “And when these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.”

1:1
“he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John.” Let’s identify who this 
is. Look at Matthew 10. 
“And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease. Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, 
and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who 
also betrayed him.” Alright, so how many Johns are in that list? Just one. So we’re 
dealing here with the son of Zebedee, the brother of James. That’s who wrote the book of 
Revelation. 
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