
In the Wilderness: The Book of Numbers 
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What it Cost Jesus Make Us Clean – Numbers 19 
Sermon Outline – September 20, 2015 
 

Children’s Sermon: Missing God’s Kindness 

!! How do Kid’s Get Spoiled? 
 Matthew 19:23–24 (NLT)  
   23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is very hard 
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 24 I’ll say it 
again—it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 

 
!

Ritual Cleansing in Numbers 19 
 
Context  
Leadership Rebellion (16-17) 

Fallen View of Leadership/God 
God’s Judgment 
•! Buried, burned & Plague (14,700 died)  
•! Almond buds on Aaron’s staff 

Numbers 17:12b–13 
“Behold, we perish, we are undone, we are all undone. 13 Everyone 
who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the LORD, shall 
die. Are we all to perish?”  
 
God’s Instruction Concerning the Role of the Priesthood (18-19) 
•! God’s Compassion: Making it Easy to Get Clean (19) 
 
How Rituals Teach:  
!! The Misdirect of the Magician vs. Intentional Pointers of Ritual Law 
 

God’s Compassion 
 

God wanted Israel to know…  
1.!…that defilement by contact with a dead body was 

offensive to him. 
2.!…that because of his kind care he was providing an 

affordable, accessible way for them to get clean. 

Notes:'
'

Israel’s fallen view of leadership 
grew out of an inadequate fear 
of God coupled with a bloated 

view of their own importance. 
 

!
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Death Offends God 
13 Whoever touches a dead person, the body of 

anyone who has died, and does not cleanse himself, 
defiles the tabernacle of the Lord, and that person 
shall be cut off from Israel; because the water for 
impurity was not thrown on him, he shall be unclean. 
His uncleanness is still on him. … 

20 “If the man who is unclean does not cleanse 
himself, that person shall be cut off from the midst of 
the assembly, since he has defiled the sanctuary of 
the Lord. Because the water for impurity has not been 
thrown on him, he is unclean. 
 

What Purification Requires 
9 And a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes 

of the heifer and deposit them outside the camp in a 
clean place. And they shall be kept for the water for 
impurity for the congregation of the people of Israel; 
it is a sin offering. 
•! Red Heifer/Cow; Priest  
•! Outside the Camp 
•! Blood: (Sprinkled 7X; cedar, scarlet yarn) 
•! Everything Burned (Blood; hyssop) 
•! Unclean till Evening… (Priest, man who burns; man who 

gathers) 
•! Unclean 7 Days; Cleansed w/ Water, 3rd & 7th Days (11-13) 
•! Things & People get Defiled: Tents/Open Country (14-16) 
•! He who Sprinkles… Wash cloths… (20-21) 
•! Uncleanness is Transferable (22) 
 

God Provides an Affordable, Accessible Way… 
•!Mix Ashes with Living Water (17) 
•! A Clean Person Sprinkles, 3rd & 7th (18-19) 
•! On 7th Day Wash Cloths/Body… “at evening he shall be 

clean” (19) 
Getting Clean is Easy Because… 
o! It Cost the Life of a Substitute, Forsaken Outside the Camp, 

Offered to God 
o!Someone Else has to Become Unclean… 

Notes:'
'
'

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three Key 
Points: 
1. Substitute 

death 
2. Priest… 
3. Cleansing 

you defiled 
the priest…'
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What is Cost Jesus to Wash the Death Off Us 
God wants Us to Know…  
1.!…that our sin & defilement are offensive to him. 
2.!…but because of his kind care he has provided an 

affordable, accessible way for us to get clean. 
 

Jesus Was Willing to Defile Himself to Cleanse Us 
Matthew 9:18–26 
20 And behold, a woman who had suffered from a 
discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind 
him and touched the fringe of his garment… 22 Jesus 
turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; 
your faith has made you well.” And instantly the 
woman was made well. 23 And when Jesus came to the 
ruler’s house and… 25 …when the crowd had been put 
outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the 
girl arose. 
 

Jesus loved and touched this unclean woman and dead girl not 
because they were lovely but in order to make them lovely! 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (HCSB)  
21 He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for 
us, so that we might become the righteousness of God 
in Him.  
 

Jesus Was Forsaken in Our Place! 
1 Peter 2:24 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed.  
 

Key Point 
Earnestly apply God’s compassionate, accessible gift to us 

so that we can be made fit for God. 
 

1 John 1:9 (Cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:6–10) 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
Why is it so important for us to use the gospel 
promises to get clean? 

Notes:'
'
'

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


