
Pastor Grant Van Leuven                      PECA Sermon Outline on Leviticus 18:6-18, Sept. 20, 2015 
 
Intro:  
 
Main Point of Text: God’s laws against incest are to protect the family and the family of God from pagan families. 
 
Sermon Point:  Protect Your Family in the LORD. 
 
 
Move 1: You may not have marital relations with close family members. 
Explain:   All expound 7th Commandment.  Marital relations implied (only where sex is sanctioned).  
Here, forbidden marriages are close blood relations: vs. 6: “near of kin to him”, lit. “all flesh in flesh his”. 
Emphasized w/ the “whys”: “she is thy mother’ (vs. 7); “it is thy father’s nakedness” (vs. 8); “for theirs is 
thine own nakedness” (vs. 10); “she is thy sister” (vs. 11); “she is thy father’s near kinswoman” (vs. 12); 
“for she is thy mother’s near kinswoman” (vs. 13); “she is thine aunt” (vs. 14); “she is thy son’s wife” (vs. 
15); “it is thy brother’s nakedness” (vs. 16); “they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness” (vs. 17). 
 
 
Move 2: You must never marry anyone closer in blood relations than a first cousin. 
“Laws of Consanguinity”: may not marry your parents [or children] (vs. 7); your sister, or half-sister [or 
brother or half-brother] (vss. 9, 11); your grandchildren [or grandparents] (vs. 10); your aunts [or uncles, 
nieces/nephews] (vss. 12-13).  First-cousins the closest degree of bloodlines allowed: see Num. 36:1-11; 1 
Chron. 23:22.  WCF 24:4: “Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of consanguinity or affinity 
forbidden in the Word; nor can such incestuous marriages ever be made lawful by any law of man or 
consent of parties, so as those persons may live together as man and wife … ”  
 
 
Move 3: You also may not marry someone closer than a first cousin to your divorced or deceased spouse. 
“Laws of Affinity”. Once married, your spouse’s close blood relations are acquired; if your spouse dies you 
may remarry but not with her/his close blood relations: no step-mother [or step-father, step-son/daughter] 
(vs. 8); no aunt-in-law [or uncle-in-law] (vs. 14); no daughter-in-law [or son-in-law, mother-in-law, father-
in-law] (vss. 15, 18); no sister-in-law [or brother-in-law] (vss. 16, 18); no grand-daughter-in-law [or grand-
son-in-law] (vs. 17). Vs. 16 still applies. Gen. 2:24: two become one flesh: thus, uncovering a woman is 
called the man’s nakedness: vss. 8, 10, 16.  Rule continues in NT, 1 Cor. 5:1: It is reported commonly that 
there is fornication among you …that one should have his father's wife  (affinity, deceased father). Vss. 16 
and 18 with 20:21, “take a wife” means marriage.  A widow can be called the “wife” of her dead husband 
(Gen. 38:8; Acts 5:7). WCF 24:4: “ …The man may not marry any of his wife’s kindred nearer in blood 
than he may of his own; nor the woman of her husband’s kindred nearer in blood than of her own.”   
 
 
Move 4: If you did, you would bring shame, disgrace, and danger upon you and your family. 
“Uncover nakedness” is a euphemism for sexual relations.  To have sex, parts of body must be uncovered.  
Nakedness outside the marriage bed is a shame: Gen. 3:7, 10; Isa. 47:3; Nah. 3:5; Rev. 3:18. 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
 
Protect Your Family in the LORD. 


