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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 15:1-22 

“After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying,  "Do not be afraid, Abram. I 

am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." 2 But Abram said, "Lord Jehovah, what will You give 

me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 Then Abram said, "Look, 

You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house [or my servant] is my heir!" 4 And behold, 

the word of Jehovah came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from 

your own body shall be your heir." 5 Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, 

and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants 

be." 6 And he believed in Jehovah, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 7 Then He said to him, 

"I am Jehovah, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it." 8 And he 

said, "Lord Jehovah, how shall I know that I will inherit it?" 9 So He said to him, "Bring Me a three-

year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."  

10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece 

opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when the vultures came down on the 

carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; 

and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that 

your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict 

them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come 

out with great possessions. 15 Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at 

a good old age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is 

not yet complete." 17 And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there 

appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. 18 On the same day 

Jehovah made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants I have given this land, from the 

river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates-- 19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 

the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites."” 

"The Righteousness of Abram" 
I read the entire 15th chapter of Genesis this morning and Lord willing this will be covered in two 

sermons,this week and next.  This morning we will focus on the first seven verses and Paul’s 

interpretation of what is revealed there, but I wanted to read the entire chapter because it contains two 

very important and amazing images regarding God’s plan of salvation and thus they should be linked 

together… God is making a covenant with Abraham:  In doing so He shows him the impact of that 

covenant using the glories of the night sky; and He shows Abram the seriousness of that covenant with a 

brutal demonstration of His commitment. 

 There is a “wow” factor for the first and some “yuk” factor for the second and our goal will be to 

see how each is important! 

 How each demonstrates the love & commitment of our Savior Jesus! 

*Our text begins by telling us in verse one that, “After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram 

in a vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram.  

I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." 

Abram has returned from a great victory, given his tithe to Melchizedek and restored Lot and the goods 

that belonged to the King of Sodom. 

Some argue that God is telling Abram he has nothing more to fear from these pagan kings, but I think 

this reaction from Abram is very similar to the reaction we often see when God, or even His angels make 

appearances to fallen men. 
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When Isaiah is taken before God’s throne or the Apostle John sees the glorified Jesus they are afraid and 

fall on their faces.  In each case God stands them up and tells them not to be afraid. 

 God has come in a vision after Abram’s victory to assure him that He will be faithful to the 

covenant that He has made with him!   

It is important to remember at this point that God has already promised Abraham that he would be the 

father of many nations three different times… 

 God promised to make him a great nation as He called on him to leave Ur & go to the promised land. 

 After Abram arrived in Canaan God again promised to give the land to his seed. 

 And after Abram and Lot separated, with Lot taking the better land, God came to Abram saying,  

“14 "Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are--northward, southward, eastward, and 

westward; 15 for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 16 And I will 

make your descendants [or seed] as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the 

earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.  

17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you."   

Now it is important to remember this context because it helps us to understand the response that we see 

from Abram to God’s declaration here at the beginning of chapter 15: 

2 “But Abram said, "Lord Jehovah, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house 

is Eliezer of Damascus?"  3 Then Abram said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born 

in my house [or my servant] is my heir!"  

 We see here again how asking honest questions is not wrong, nor does it show a lack of faith! 

Abram is asking a serious question and is doing so respectfully as Mary did with the Angel 

Gabriel…Abram was trying to understand how HE was going to be a blessing to and father of many 

nations when he had NO natural heirs… Was God going to use this man Eliezer, who I believe was the 

head steward of his house to fulfil the promises? 

I can be confident about the nature and attitude of Abram’s questions because we see immediately that 

God gives him an honest answer to an honest question… 

4 “And behold, the word of Jehovah came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who 

will come from your own body shall be your heir."  

The Lord assures Abram that it will be one of his own children that will be his heir, not a servant or 

distant relative. Now most of us know the rest of the story, which we will study in the coming months, so 

we know that Abram was not unlike the disciples of Jesus as they came to an understanding of the work 

of Jesus! 

 Think about how many times Jesus told them about what would happen to him in Jerusalem! 

 We see much the same pattern in the life of Abraham and sadly we often see it our own lives as well.   

So here, the Lord gives Abram a greater understanding of what He will be doing, and He does so with 

one of the most amazing sights we can see in God’s grand creation… 

5 “Then [the Lord] brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you 

are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 

Now I know this is a bit harder for all of us city-dwellers to appreciate… 

 But I also hope that those who live in the rural areas do not take the wonder of a clear night sky & 

all the stars it reveals for granted!  
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 So if you cannot see this scene in your mind...  Get out of the city on a clear night! 

Now verse six is one of the most famous verses in the Old Testament and we will consider at length what 

the Apostle Paul wants us to learn from it in a moment, but we do need to step back and take in the full 

context…  Here we have Abram who was honestly questioning God about the fact that he thought he was 

going to die childless from his own human perspective… 

Now he stands before the innumerable stars of heaven being challenged to believe that he will not only 

have a child himself… 

 But be truly the father of a vast multitude of people! 

With that in mind, we see the amazing impact of verse six:   

 6 “And he believed in Jehovah, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.”  

Now we as those who are faithful to the Scriptures and the reformation here at Church of the King 

believe in salvation by faith, and would gladly add with Luther and the confessions by faith alone! 

However this passage and all that the Apostle Paul draws from it teaches us some important lessons 

about saving faith which is a gift from God! 

First, saving faith is not simply a onetime occurrence in our lives. This is not the first time that Abram 

has believed God or exercised faith. 

 He obeyed the call to leave Mesopotamia.  

 He built altars & worshipped God. 

 He paid a tithe to Melchizedek. 

Abram was a faithful man not just at this one moment of time but throughout his walk with the Lord as 

one chosen by God. 

 Such is the same with each of us! 

Some of us can look back at a dramatic conversion experience where you clearly put your faith in Jesus. 

 Others have been raised in the faith and have always trusted Jesus as their savior. 

 All of us gather each week to confess our sin and hear the Good News! 

We must always remember that it is God-given saving faith that enables us to hear and believe that Good 

News. If you struggle to believe that God can do such a wondrous thing as forgive you ALL your sins, 

then you should cry out to God for mercy, asking for such faith. 

Jesus said, “come to Me, you who are heavy laden and I will give you rest!” 

The second thing that we should see here is that saving faith is not always fully informed faith… Abram 

certainly did NOT have access to all the glorious details of the Gospel, and yet he had saving faith. 

Abram would continue to grow in his understanding and even get a new name, but still at the end of his 

life he could only see as through a glass darkly the glorious things that God would do through Jesus! 

And finally, we should remember that saving faith does not lead to perfect obedience… 

We will see Abram falter yet again in his walk trying to do what God has promised in his own strength, 

rather than trusting in the Lord… 

But those shortcomings do not take away from the amazing gift that God has given him:   

 A gift that the Apostle Paul uses to instruct us all, so let’s take a moment to see how Paul 

interprets what we have here in the Book of Beginnings!  
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In his Epistle to the Saints at Rome Paul gives his most detailed teaching on the Gospel.  He spends the 

first three chapters showing how all of mankind is lost in Adam, even those who were in covenant with 

God in the Old Testament and then he declares the Gospel near the end of Chapter 3: 

“21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law & the 

Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. 

For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified 

freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a 

propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance 

God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His 

righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

 Paul declares salvation by faith, which was the hallmark of the reformation and should be central 

to our sharing of the Good News today! 

Thus it is very important to see how Paul immediately uses Abraham as the example of this saving 

faith…  Romans 4:1  “What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the 

flesh?”   [what did Abram do to save himself? NOTHING!] 

2 “For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.”  

 The Jews and some Christians might see a works based salvation in the life of Abraham, but Paul 

says this is WRONG and he is using our text for this morning as his proof! 

3 “For what does the Scripture say? [that is always an important question to ask!] 

"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness."  

4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.” 

 This is why Jesus and various Epistles point out that if you want to live by the Law you must keep 

ALL of the Law:  Fail at one point and you are guilty of all! 

5 “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 

righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes 
righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are 

covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom Jehovah shall not impute sin." [quoting from Psalm 32:  Great homework!] 

It is not enough to be invited to the wedding feast, nor even to come: 

 We must come in faith wearing the wedding garments, the white robes of righteousness:   

The righteousness of Jesus! 

 We must hear and BELIEVE the Good News that our sins have been forgiven, just as Abram 

believed God under those starry skies! 

And since Paul is writing to mostly Gentiles in Rome and down through history he wants to make sure 

that we know that all this is not just a Jewish thing… 

9 “Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we 

say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 10 How then was it accounted? While he was 

circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.” 

We are still many chapters away from God giving Abraham the covenant sign of circumcision…But Paul 

is clear that it is the faith that we see here in Genesis 15, with Abram as an uncircumcised man, which 

was saving faith! 
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11 “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while 

still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, 

that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only 

are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while 

still uncircumcised.” 

 Jesus declared, “I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through Me!”   

 There is only one plan of salvation and it is available to either Jew or Gentile through faith! 

Paul goes on to show further contrasts between the Law and faith and then we read in verse 22:   

“And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness." 23 Now it was not written for his sake alone 

that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up 

Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because 

of our justification.” 

 Today, we are not those who must see through a glass darkly:   

We have the Gospel accounts as the witness of what happened in that land promised to Abraham! 

In the eighth chapter of John’s account we have a very long debate between the religious leaders of that 

day who read the Scriptures without saving faith and Jesus, the Messiah who had come as promised… 

Near the end Jesus says, 

John 8:  “56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."  

57 Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?"  58 Jesus 

said to them, "Most assuredly,  I say to you, before Abraham was,  I AM."  

 At this point they tried to stone Jesus for blasphemy.  

And so we see the impact of this passage before us this morning when it begins:  

“After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram.  

I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward."   And then in verse six where we read, “And he 

believed in Jehovah, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.” 

Jehovah:  I AM… 

God’s formal name that He told Moses to use at the burning bush and the name that Jesus took for 

Himself causing the religious leaders to want to stone Him for blasphemy. 

This is why Peter would later declare to these same Jews at Pentecost,  

“it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.'   

 Jesus was in their very midst and yet they could only see Him with eyes of faith! 

Paul goes on in Romans for many chapters fleshing out the details and power of the Gospel and then we 

come to our application for today:  We are to share the Good News, the same good news that the Lord 

gave to Abraham… 

In chapter ten of Romans Paul declares,  

"The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach):  

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus & believe in your heart that God has raised Him 

from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 

mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not 

be put to shame." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is 

rich to all who call upon Him.  13 For "whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  
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Today we will be commissioned and sent forth into a world that needs to hear this call to have faith in 

Jesus, and the Apostle Paul says that is where we come in… 

14 “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him 

of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they 

preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel 

of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!" 

 

 

Communion Meditation: Isaiah 55 

 

“1 "Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have no money, Come, buy and eat. 

Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend money for what is 

not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And 

let your soul delight itself in abundance. 3 Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall 

live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you-- The sure mercies of David. 4 Indeed I have given 

him as a witness to the people, A leader and commander for the people. 5 Surely you shall call a nation 

you do not know, And nations who do not know you shall run to you, Because of the Lord your God, And 

the Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you."  

6 Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near.” 


