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Our Scripture reading today is from Romans chapter four beginning with verse 13.  

 

For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of 

the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.   

For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void and the 

promise is nullified; for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no 

law, there also is no violation.  For this reason it is by faith, in order that it 

may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to 

all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those 

who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, (as it is 

written, "a father of many nations have i made you") in the presence of 

Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into being that which does not exist.  In hope against hope he believed, so 

that he might become a father of many nations according to that which had 

been spoken, "so shall your descendants be."  Without becoming weak in 

faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was 

about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; yet, with 

respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew 

strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what God 

had promised, He was able also to perform.  Therefore it was also credited 

to him as righteousness. 

 

Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, but for 

our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him 

who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He who was delivered over 

because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.
1
 

 

In our last message on the book of Romans two weeks ago you will remember that we 

examined the question of whether circumcision was an absolute requirement for 

salvation. You will remember that there were a group of people known as the Judaizers 

who were following Paul around everywhere he went. They were making the claim that 

in order for Gentiles to be saved they had to be circumcised and obey the law of Moses.   
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The text that we looked at made it very, very clear that that is an impossibility. And there 

is a reason for that you will remember.  The promise that was given to Abraham was 

given while he was uncircumcised, before he was circumcised and therefore that promise 

had to be fulfilled regardless of what happened to him later.  Circumcision could have 

nothing to do with it.   

 

We, being the heirs of that promise, we being the ones who are saved on the basis of a 

faith that is similar to Abraham’s, also are not required to go through ceremonies. We are 

not required to be involved in all of those things in order to be saved. It is faith alone by 

the grace of God that we are saved.   

 

And so today we look at another aspect of this.  Paul had said to us, “Circumcision is not 

necessary for salvation.”  And now he comes up with another issue. “Well, what about 

the law?” 

 

There were many in his day who were saying, “Well, you have to obey the law or you 

can’t be saved,” that law keeping was a requirement. And, in fact, there are those in our 

day who are saying something similar.  

 

They are saying, “Well, you are saved on the basis of what you do.”  Many say that. They 

have a view something like this. God has a balance in his hands and on one side of the 

balance he puts your good works and on the other side of the balance he puts your bad 

works or your evil works and if it flops on this side, well, you didn’t make it and if it 

flops on that side, well, you are all set to go to heaven. 

 

The Bible teaches nothing of that sort. This is opposed to the teaching of the Bible. And 

that is what this section is all about. Is the law...?  Or should I say: Is law keeping a 

requirement for salvation?  Was it in Paul’s day and is it in our day? 

 

Well, as we read the text it starts out by saying, “For the promise to Abraham or to his 

descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law.”
2
 

 

Now it is important for us to understand. The same argument is used in the Bible about 

the law as was used regarding circumcision. When was the promise of Abraham made?  

It was made very early in his history.  When was the law given?  Many, many 

generations later under Moses.  How could the promise require the law which came later?   

 

Now we read about this in the book of Galatians. And you will remember when we 

studied Galatians this was a passage that we spent a lot of time on. In the book of 

Galatians chapter three beginning with verse 16 we read this.  “Now the promises were 

spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to 

many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that is, Christ.”
3
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In other words, Christ is the ultimate one to whom the promise was made and we, as part 

of the body of Christ, as those who have trusted in Christ, receive the benefit from him. 

 

What I am saying is this; [he goes on in Galatians] the Law, which came 

four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant 

previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.  For if the 

inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God 

has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.
4
 

 

And here that argument makes it so abundantly clear to us that the law can have 

absolutely nothing to do with our salvation. You are saved by the grace of God through 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and it has nothing to do with what you have done in your 

life, absolutely nothing. 

 

Now, let me just mention something. The result of your salvation will be a change in your 

life. If you are truly saved, good works will be the outcome. But good works are not the 

means of salvation. Some people try to put the cart before the horse. That doesn’t work. 

That will ruin the horse, won’t it, and also ruin the cart.   

 

Well, you see, what I am saying is that obedience to the law does not save. The grace of 

God through faith saves.  But the result of your salvation is that the Holy Spirit comes to 

indwell you and he changes your life.  

 

If you have seen no change in your life, if you have seen no special grace of God to do 

good works, then you need to question whether you have ever come to know Christ as 

your Savior. But salvation is not by works. It is by grace. 

 

Well, then we need to ask the question:  What, then, was the purpose of the law?  If the 

law couldn’t save—and it can’t—then why in the world did God give the law?  Didn’t it 

have a purpose?  Of course it had a purpose. 

 

Let’s take a look and see what that purpose is. In Galatians chapter two we read, “I do not 

nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died 

needlessly.”
5
 

 

Think about that for a moment.  If righteousness comes by obeying the law, then why in 

the world did Christ go to the cross?  What would have been the purpose of that? 

Absolutely nothing. You could be saved by obeying the law. You didn’t need Christ.  But 

since you cannot be saved by the law, it was absolutely necessary for the Son of God to 

come and to give his life that you might receive salvation.  

 

But what, then, was the purpose of the law?  We read about this in the book of Galatians 

chapter three.  “For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; 

but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.  Why the Law then?”
6
 

                                                 
4
 Galatians 3:17-18 

5
 Galatians 2:21 



Page 4 of 9 

 

 

And that is our question and Paul is going to answer it right here. Why was the law 

given?  “It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by 

the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been 

made.”
7
  In other words, the law was given as a temporary agency for us to be able to see 

the need of our salvation.  

 

Think of it this way.  If we didn’t have a law, we would not know that we are breaking 

the law.  If we didn’t have a law, we would not know that we are doing anything wrong.   

 

Now think about it. Let us say that in the city of Savannah, Georgia there was a law that 

said you are not allowed to drive more than 35 miles an hour in your automobile and that 

is a published law. Everybody knows about it.  And so if you drive 40 miles an hour, 50 

miles an hour you are breaking the law.  We all know that.  We all know that. We drive 

down the road. We see a sign.  It says, “Speed limit, whatever it is.”  We are not 

supposed to go above that. 

 

How about if there was no such law, but we just assumed it?  Well, we drive down the 

street and we go 80, 90 miles an hour. There is no law. Everybody knows it is a bad thing 

to do, but the law does not teach us that it is wrong. 

 

In very much the same way God’s law shows us that we are breaking the law or the will 

of God.  If there were no law there, then there would not be any way of determining 

whether we are doing that which is right and that which is wrong. 

 

Let’s go on in this text. It says in verse 22.  

 

But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by 

faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. But before faith 

came, we were kept in custody under the law.
8
 

 

Before the Lord Jesus came there was a purpose for the law. It was for the people to see 

that they needed something.  And so they offered the sacrifices that God had commanded 

which never took away sin, but covered sin until Jesus would come “being shut up to the 

faith which was later to be revealed.”
9
 

 

Verse 24.  “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may 

be justified by faith.”
10

 

 

The word “tutor” here in the Greek language is the word paidagwgov (pahee-dag-o-

gos’) and it is a word that describes something. The word “tutor” is not really a very good 
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translation.  The word speaks of a slave or servant in the household of a wealthy person 

who is assigned to take care of a minor child.  And what would happen is that this 

paidagwgov (pahee-dag-o-gos’), this assigned individual would be careful to take the 

child to where he would learn his lessons, take the child to different places where he 

would have to do, would sit down and help him with his homework and would be a guide 

to lead him along.   

 

The word of God here tells us that the law is something like that. The law is the one who 

leads us by teaching us our sin that we might understand the need of a Savior.  But now 

that the Savior has come, we don’t need a tutor or paidagwgov (pahee-dag-o-gos’). We 

now have the Savior himself and so by virtue of having the Savior we have the 

information we need. We look into our hearts. We know that we have sinned against God 

and we hear the wonderful message that the Savior has come and we are to trust in him.   

 

The next thing we have to consider is, well, what is the result of putting ourselves under 

the law?   

 

Let us say, “I don’t like this whole idea of faith.”  Now, of course, I don’t say that myself.  

Let’s say someone says, “I don’t like this whole idea of faith.  I want to be involved in 

keeping the law. That is how I want to be saved. I want to just trust in my own abilities to 

do what God wants me to do and I am going to try my best.”  

 

Well, what is the result of that?  Well, we read in our text, “For the law brings about 

wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no violation.”
11

  The law brings about 

wrath.   

 

Did you ever think of it that way?  If you are under the law what is going to happen is 

you are going to be subject to the wrath of God.   

 

Let me explain it this way.  Let us say that you have determined that you are going to 

keep the law in order to be saved and you try your best and you work hard. The law tells 

us that if we disobey in one particular instance we are guilty of disobeying the law as a 

whole, the entire law of God. One disobedience and we are guilty.   

 

I am not going to ask for a show of hands, but I wonder how many of us here today could 

say, “I have never, from the moment I was born until today, disobeyed the law of God.”  

If you can say that, you are a lot better than I am because I can’t say that and no human 

being can say it. That’s the whole point. If we have disobeyed even one aspect of the law 

we are seen as being disobedient to the whole thing and that is why the Word of God 

makes it very clear that the punishment for being under the law is that we are under the 

wrath of God. 

 

Listen to what it says. Romans chapter two. God is the one, “Who will render to each 

person according to his deeds”
12
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Romans chapter five and verse 20.  

 

The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin 

increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, 

even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.
13

 

 

“What shall we say then?
” 
 Paul says in Romans chapter seven. We will get to this 

eventually.  

 

Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come 

to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about 

coveting if the Law had not said, "thou shall not covet." But sin, taking 

opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every 

kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. I was once alive apart from the 

Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died.
14

 

 

You see what happens?  When we become aware of our sinfulness, we become aware of 

the fact that we are under the wrath of God.   

 

The two aspects—law and grace—are examined and are made for us to see the 

relationship in 2 Corinthians chapter three where it says this. “But if the ministry of 

death, in letters engraved on stones...”
15

 That is talking about the law.  These were the 

letters written on stone.  They are called the ministry of death. 

 

In other words, they can only produce death because we look at them, we might try to 

obey them, but we are unable and therefore being disobedient to them we are subject to 

the wrath of God, eternal death.   

 

But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, 

so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses 

because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how will the ministry of 

the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?  For if the ministry of 

condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness 

abound in glory.
16

 

 

God is making an example here. He is saying, “Look at the one side. We have the law 

written on stone.”  What did he call it?  Ministry of death. We try to be obedient to the 

law.  We will die because we cannot be completely obedient.  But then we have, instead, 

the wonderful ministry of the Spirit of God saving us and leading us to serve Jesus Christ 

as our Savior and Lord.   
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In Galatians chapter three it says, “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under 

a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in 

the book of the law, to perform them.’”
17

 

 

My friends, if you are depending on your righteousness to save you, it won’t work.  The 

promise given to Abraham came 430 years before the law. The law does not disrupt that 

promise.  The promise was a promise of faith.   

 

So we need to ask the question:  What kind of faith did Abraham exercise and, therefore, 

what kind of faith do we have to exercise? 

 

It is interesting. When we go back to the book of Genesis we read about the promise 

given to Abraham in this context where God says his faith was reckoned for 

righteousness.  Let me just read the passage.  

 

In Genesis chapter 15 we read this.  

 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, 

saying, "Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; Your reward shall be 

very great."   

 

Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, 

and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"
18

 

 

He had no children. He was an old man.  His wife was old, way beyond the child bearing 

age.  

 

“And Abram said, ‘Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my 

heir.’”
19

  “Somebody born in my house is not even a relative of mine. A servant is going 

to be the heir of all that I have.” 

 

Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will 

not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he 

shall be your heir." And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward 

the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He 

said to him, "So shall your descendants be."
20

 

 

Now I want you to understand what he is talking about here.  He was an old man. By the 

time the birth of Isaac took place Abraham was about 100 years old. How many men do 

you know 100 years old who have fathered a child? Not a very common phenomenon, is 

it?  And Sarah was a very old woman. She was way beyond the age at which a woman 
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could bear a child, but God said, “You are going to have a child.”  In other words, the 

impossible is going to happen.   

 

And then we read, “Then he believed in the LORD; and He [the LORD] reckoned it to 

him as righteousness.”
21

 

 

The faith of Abraham was a faith that believed in the impossible. He believed in that 

which could not happen because God said so. Just because God said so, that was good 

enough for him.   

 

But what actually did happen?  We go to Genesis chapter 21 and we read these words.  

 

Then the LORD took note of Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for 

Sarah as He had promised.  So Sarah conceived and bore a son to 

Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to 

him.  Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom 

Sarah bore to him, Isaac. Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when 

he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.  Now Abraham was 

one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  Sarah said, 

"God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me."  

And she said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age."
22

 

 

You see what happened?  Abraham believed in that which was impossible.  Human 

beings today say, “You know, it is impossible to receive salvation just by believing.”  

Most religions tell us we have to work in order to receive God’s salvation or we have to 

take sacraments to receive God’s salvation.  

 

But God said, “No. That which seems impossible to you, is the greatest truth that I have 

to give you, that salvation is of the Lord.”   It has absolutely nothing to do with what you 

have done in your life.  If you will simply trust in the Lord Jesus Christ., trust in him with 

all your heart the way Abraham trusted God, you will receive the blessing of eternal life. 

It has nothing to do with the law. It has everything to do with God’s grace through faith. 

 

I ask you, my friends, do you know the Savior?  Have you come to enjoy the blessings of 

everlasting life?  If not, I challenge you to trust in him even now.   

 

Let me ask one other question.  If you are saved, does your life evidence that?  When 

people see you can they see a difference?  Is the love of God something that is spread 

abroad in your life that people can see it, recognize it and glorify God because of it?  We 

must be diligent to allow the ministry of the Spirit of God to be seen by others so that 

they will recognize the fact that we are the children of God.  
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There are many ways that we can do this.  The Word of God says that they will know that 

we are Christians because we love one another. “By this all men will know that you are 

My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
23

 

 

One of the things I have experienced in our church—and we have a small church—but 

one of the great blessings I have experienced here is the fact that people love people, 

don’t they?  This is a place where people care about one another, more so than I have 

seen in so many other places. 

 

We need to take that love out with us as we go into the world that people can see that we 

are a people of love, that this can be demonstrated in our caring for others. This can be 

demonstrated in the way we speak to other people, the way we act in the presence of 

other people. And in so many ways we demonstrate that love of God so that people will 

look at us and say, “I want to have what he has,” or, “I want to have what she has.”  And 

they will wonder how they can enjoy the experience that we have.  And coming to faith 

in Christ they, too, might have everlasting life.   

 

Let’s pray together.   

 

Our gracious Father, we thank you, Lord, that you have provided for us the blessings of 

eternal life.  What a joy it is to know that it has absolutely nothing to do with the law or 

law keeping, that we, as your children, are saved by grace through faith and nothing else.  

 

But, Father, we pray that we who know you might experience the outworking of your 

grace that people around us might see the love of God gushing forth from us, that they 

might recognize the fact that in Jesus Christ there is salvation.  Help us, Lord, to live our 

lives in such a way that the Lord Jesus will be glorified.  

 

And, Father, we will give you all the praise for this wonderful blessing in our lives. This 

we pray in the name of our Savior the Lord Jesus. Amen.  
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