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THE BOOK OF I JOHN 

Lesson Five 

True Christians Have a Hope In Christ, Bear Their Family Likeness, and Love Their Family Members 

 

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, 

and not be ashamed before him at his coming.  If you know that he is righteous, you know that 

every one that does righteousness is born of him. 

 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 

sons of God: therefore the world knows us not, because it knew him not.  Beloved, now are we 

the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 

appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And every man that has this hope in 

him purifies himself, even as he is pure. 

 

“Whosoever commits sin transgresses also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.  And 

you know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.  Whosoever 

abides in him sins not: whosoever sins has not seen him, neither known him.  Little children, let 

no man deceive you: he who does righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.  He that 

commits sin is of the devil; for the devil sins from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of 

God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.  Whosoever is born of God 

does not commit sin; for his seed remains in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  

In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever does not 

righteousness is not of God, neither he that loves not his brother. 

 

“For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  

Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? 

Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.  Marvel not, my brethren, if the 

world hate you. 

 

“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 

loves not his brother abides in death.  Whosoever hates his brother is a murderer: and you 

know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the love of God, 

because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But 
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whoso has this world's good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of 

compassion from him, how dwells the love of God in him?”      – I John 2:28 - 3:17 

 

John has been using three tests to distinguish true Christians from the counterfeit ones.  In the process he has 

condemned the false teachers, who have withdrawn from the church, while at the same time he has reassured 

his readers that their abiding in the truth is an evidence of a true fellowship, or relationship with God.  The tests 

have consisted of a doctrinal test to test their beliefs; a moral test to test their obedience, and a social test to 

test their love to others. 

 

John is going to go over these three tests three times in the book.  He has completed the first set of the three 

tests and now he is about to circle back for a second look at the themes, and enlarge upon each of them.  In 

2:28-3:10 he will take a second look at the test of obedience.  In 3:11-24, the test of love, and in 4:1-6, the test of 

belief.   

 

Verses 28 and 29 serve as a connecting link between chapters two and three.  Verse 28 gives a summary of the 

teaching on abiding in Christ, and verse 29 introduces the theme of sonship or membership in the family of 

God.  John is here seeking to give true believers a ground for an assuring hope and confidence, which will 

enable them to look forward to the approval of Christ at His coming.  

 

The pre-Gnostic teachers were saying that the restraint of sin was not important.  John asserts that if the 

character of God is righteous, then the character of those who make up His family must also be righteous.  The 

righteous Father produces righteous children. 

 

It is here that John introduces the subject of the new birth for the first time in his letter.  It is the idea of 

regeneration.  “Re” means “again” and “generation” means “birth.”  A person must be rebirthed unto spiritual 

life to become a member of God’s family.  This brings to remembrance the story of Jesus and Nicodemus in the 

third chapter of the Gospel of John.  There are certain signs in the lives of those who have been given spiritual 

birth.  The first one is they “do that which is right.” (2:29).  The standard for what is right is what God has 

revealed as His will in His Word.  The second evidence is that true believers do not practice sin (3:9, 10; 5:18).  

The third evidence is that they love their spiritual brethren (3:14; 4:7).  The fourth sign is that they believe that 

Jesus is the Christ (5:1).  The fifth sign or evidence of the new birth is that true believers overcome the love of 

this present world. (5:4).  
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It is important to note in verse 29 that when John says that “everyone that does righteousness is born of him,” 

he is stressing that doing what is right in the sight of God is the consequence and not the cause of the new 

birth.  So John’s readers can take confidence that if they are doing what is right in the sight of God, this is a sign 

that they are born of God, and thus can take confidence when Jesus comes again to judge the world.  Those 

who are not doing what is right in the sight of God can be assured that they will be brought to shame at His 

coming.  

 

John is emotionally startled at the idea that God would bestow the privileges of sonship upon sinful creatures.  

When a father begets a child, he bestows the family name upon that child.  Sinners are illegitimate children, 

who have been adopted into the family of God and granted full status as God’s legitimate children.  There is 

also an enjoined marvel that characterized these members of God’s family.  The world of unbelievers does not 

relate to or know them any longer.  This is due to the fact that they do not know God.  This is not due to 

ignorance, but is due to the fact that they love the world and its sin, and willfully despise doing that which is 

righteous in the sight of God.  This is further assurance for John’s readers that they are the true children of 

God. 

 

Unbelievers have no fellowship with God or His children.  That is, they have nothing that is in common with 

them in spiritual matters.  While John uses the word “world” to refer to all those still in Satan’s kingdom, he is 

probably meaning primarily those who have left the church and are now opposing it. 

 

The Believer’s Hope In Christ - 3:2, 3 

 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.  And every 

man that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure.” 

 

In light of rejection by the world system, how does the believer face the future.  He has been given God’s 

promise that he will become like Christ, that is, without sin.  And now he lives in hope that God will fulfill His 

promise.  We are here and now, in principle, children of God who lack perfection because of sin.  But that which 

is in principle now will become a full reality in the future.  God has only begun His marvelous work in us, which 

in time to come at Christ’s appearance, He will bring to completion.  In Colossians 1:27, Paul sums it up in these 

words, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”   
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The believer lives in the hope of becoming conformed to Jesus Christ, and the more he thinks upon this truth, 

the more he purifies himself from sin.  Paul says in II Corinthians 7:1, “Having therefore these promises, dearly 

beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”   

 

The message of the pre-Gnostic teachers was that one could maintain a casual view of sin and learn to live with 

it.  In contrast, the message of the Gospel is that Christ came to separate us from the love of sin, and that His 

children long for the day when they will be freed from its presence.  Thus Paul can say in Titus 2:11-14, “For the 

grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and 

the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”  The believer is 

not passive toward his sinning but is actively fighting it. 

 

The Believer Bears the Family Likeness - 3:4-10 

 

“Whosoever commits sin transgresses also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.  And you 

know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.  Whosoever abides in him 

sins not: whosoever sins has not seen him, neither known him.  Little children, let no man deceive 

you: he who does righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.  He that commits sin is of the 

devil; for the devil sins from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 

he might destroy the works of the devil.  Whosoever is born of God does not commit sin; for his 

seed remains in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  In this the children of God are 

manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever does not righteousness is not of God, neither he 

that loves not his brother.” 

 

In these verses, John contrasts two spiritual families.  There is the family of God and the family of the Devil.  In each 

family the children may be known by their moral likeness to the head of the family.  God’s children are known for 

their doing of that which is righteous and the Devil’s children are known for their sinning. 

 

In verses 4-6 John defines what he means by the nature of sin.  The false teachers were very vague in their 

definition of sin, and were deceitful at this point, as seen in verse 7.  They were claiming to be right with God while 

living a life dominated by sin.  An inadequate view of sin invariably produces an inadequate view of the Gospel and 

the righteousness it produces.  
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The world provides its own definition of sin.  For the comedians, sin is a naughty deed usually related to sex, which 

is to arouse laughter.  Thus it should not be taken seriously.  Others view sin as a weakness caused by a 

psychological defect.  Still others view it as a mistake in judgment.  However one views it, it should not be taken as 

serious enough to bring one under the wrath or displeasure of God. 

 

The Greek word translated “sin” in verse 4, is “harmartia”.  It originally meant to “miss the mark”, like that of an 

archer aiming his arrow at the center of the target, only to miss it.  In the Greek world, sin was thereby considered a 

miscalculation or mistake in judgment.  John however, goes further.  He defines sin as an attitude of lawlessness.  

The word for transgression is “anomia” or “lawlessness”.  It is an attitude which refuses to acknowledge God’s 

authority and substitutes one’s own.  Sin was a serious offense against God, as John saw it.  It represented a 

deliberate disregard of God’s divine right to establish law.  Sin is a direct offence to God.  It is an expression of 

enmity against God and deserves His wrath. 

 

Not only is sin an offence to God, it is contrary to the incarnation of Christ.  God became a man for the purpose of 

doing away with sins (v. 5).  Jesus dealt with sin in the only way suitable to God.  He lived a life of sinless perfection, 

and then made the perfect sacrifice of Himself for sins.  In doing so, His perfect life became the model of the new 

creation to which God has predestined all of His children to become. (Romans 8:29).  

 

John now makes two startling statements that have alarmed many Bible readers through the centuries.  He says 

that no one, who abides or lives in Christ, keeps on sinning.  And no one who continues to sin has either seen Him 

or known Him!  In verse 9, he caps it off by saying that everyone who is born of God cannot go on sinning.   This 

alarms true believers who know they are constantly confronting sin in their daily lives.  If I John is written to assure 

us of our salvation (5:13), statements like these can have just the opposite effect. 

 

 What is John saying?  Several explanations have been offered. 

(1) He is teaching sinless perfection for Christians.  This is to be rejected in that elsewhere in the 

epistle, John allows for the possibility of sin by Christians (1:8, 10; 2:1; 5:16).  He also exhorts his 

readers not to sin but to practice righteousness (2:1, 15, 29; 3:12, 18; 5:21).  Also very few Christians 

would claim to be sinless. 

(2) He is describing a special group of “super Christians” who are living a higher quality of life than 

others.  This is also to be rejected in that John’s language is absolute and what is true of one 

Christian, is true of them all.  “Whoever or everyone” born of God does not commit sin. 

(3) John is referring to a particular or special type of sin.  This is then understood in several ways.  

First, that of the Roman Catholic in which sins are divided into mortal and venial; some forgivable 
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and some unforgivable.  Second, willful and involuntary sins.  Third, sins and mistakes or errors.  

Fourth, sins versus the sin unto death or apostasy in 5:16, 17.  The problem with these views is that 

there is no indication that John is working with such a limited definition of the term sin.  He is 

talking about all kinds of sin being a manifestation of lawlessness.  

 

Perhaps the best way to solve the problem is to stress that the Greek verbs are in the present tense that describes 

a continuous or habitual activity.  Thus the believer may sin on occasion, but does not make the sin a deliberate 

habit.  This is the most popular understanding of the passages among the commentators.  It provides a view that is 

consistent with the New Testament description of a Christian.  The Christian is a person whose heart is set on 

pleasing God and who cannot make sin his way of life, even if he or she may occasionally lapse from their heart’s 

desire. 

 

In verses 8-10, John traces the origin of sin to the devil, and identifies the two spiritual families.  The devil sins 

continuously.  A child of the devil continues to commit sin because he belongs to the evil one.  In contrast the child 

of God will not continue to sin because he has the nature of God in him.  When he falls into sin, he realizes that 

Satan has deceived him and led him astray.  When he turns to God in faith and repentance, he finds forgiveness.  As 

a child of God, he is never in the power of the evil one.  The false teachers were Satan’s children who were trying to 

seduce John’s readers.  A child bears his family likeness.  You are either a child of the Devil or a child of God.  How 

you live identifies you as to which family you belong.   

 

The Believer Loves His Family Members - 3:11-17 

 

“For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  Not 

as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his 

own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 

 

“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loves 

not his brother abides in death.  Whosoever hates his brother is a murderer: and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down 

his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoso has this world's 

good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwells 

the love of God in him?” 

 



The Book of 1 John           Grace Abounding Bible Ministries 

Lesson 5                                                                                                 Pastor Jim Gables 
True Christians Have a Hope in Christ                                                                                                           www.gabm.org 
 

 

Copyright © 2010 by Grace Abounding Bible Ministries                                                                                             Page 7 
 

John is now ready to expose his readers to a second look at the second test of love.  Having given them a 

preliminary discussion on love in 2:7-11, he now enlarges upon it.  In doing so, he makes a distinction between the 

hatred of the world as exemplified in Cain (3:12, 13) and the love of believers exemplified in Christ. (3:14-18).  

 

Love is an indispensable feature in the lives of the children of God because it is the embodiment of the gospel 

message, and the “new commandment” which they received when they were first taught the Christian way.  The 

proud Gnostics, who boasted of their intellectual superiority, produced a spirit of pride and arrogance among their 

followers.  Those who rejected their teachings were looked down upon with contempt and hatred.  John exhorts 

his readers to avoid this practice in their fellowship. 

 

In order to contrast love with hate, John uses an illustration from the second generation of mankind.  The story of 

Cain shows what failure to love one’s brother can lead to, namely murder.  It stresses that hatred is murder in its 

embryonic form.  According to the story in Genesis 4:1-15, Cain’s sacrifice was unacceptable to God, while Abel’s 

sacrifice was acceptable.  The reason that Cain killed his brother was that he was envious that Abel’s righteous act 

won the approval of God.  This angered him because he was lawless and insisted on worshiping God according the 

standards of self-will.  Cain did not kill Abel because he was inherently wicked, but rather he, as a wicked person, 

hated a good person! 

 

John’s readers are not to be surprised if the world hates them.  John clearly has in mind not simply people outside 

the church who may persecute Christians but also people within the church whose lack of love demonstrates that 

they are not true believers; namely the false brethren who have withdrawn from the church.  The false religious 

professors insist upon worshiping God according to their own standards of self-will.  The true believer worships 

God according to the revealed standards of behavior laid down by God in His Word.  God’s will and self-will cannot 

have fellowship with one another.  The absence of love for those who do what is right in God’s sight is the mark of 

Cain and reveals that one is lacking spiritual life.  They belong to their father the devil, whom Jesus said was a 

“murderer from the beginning” because he did not abide in the love of God’s truth (John 8:44). 

 

After showing the nature of hatred, John now turns to the nature of love in verses 14-18.  The word “love” can have 

a variety of meanings, and it is necessary to know exactly what a person means when he uses the word “love.”   

Most people associate Christianity with the command to love, and so they think they know all about Christianity 

when they have understood its teachings in terms of their own concept of love.  John found it necessary to clearly 

explain to his readers what he meant by love, and we can profit greatly from his explanation. 
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Instead of giving an abstract idea of love, John defines love by giving an example of what he means.  It is seen in 

that Christ “laid down his life for us.”  He sacrificed His life for us.  As Cain was the supreme example of hate, Christ 

is the supreme example of love.  To rob a person of his or her life is the ultimate sin against one’s fellowman.  To 

give up one’s life for another is the ultimate act of love for one’s fellowman.  Jesus had taught that the greatest 

example of love is seen when a man lays down his life on behalf of his friends (John 15:13).  If love is defined by 

Christ’s giving away His life for us, then “we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”. (V. 16) 

 

Now lest John’s readers might think that the only way to love others is by dying as a martyr, he reminds them that 

true believers can show love by sharing what they have with those in need.  Just as one can show hatred toward 

another without killing them, so one can show love toward others without actually dying for them. 

 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the religious representatives, who saw the wounded man in the ditch, 

refused to get involved in his life.  After analyzing the situation they realized that it would cost them time, effort 

and material wealth to get involved.  Getting involved would mess up the pursuits they had planned for the day.  

While they did not murder the guy and put him out of his misery, they showed hatred toward him by leaving him in 

his misery! 

 

In verse 17, John lists three marks of a person who lacks the love of God in him.  (1) They possess the ability to help 

the needy (“has this world’s goods”); (2) They see the need (“sees his brothers have need”).  Note: The verb John 

uses here for seeing refers not to a casual glance, but to a careful gaze that makes one fully aware of the brother’s 

difficulty.  (3) They refuse to relieve the need (“shut up his bowels of compassion from him”).  Anyone who fills all 

three of these descriptions has failed the test of love. 

 

What then is love in John’s usage?  It is not a warm feeling of emotion that may come and go.  It is instead a doing 

what God says is right for us to do toward other people.  What then is hatred?  It is not a cold feeling of anger that 

may rise and fall.  It is instead a refusal for us to do what God says is right toward other people.  It is an attitude 

leading to a volitional act.  The person possessed by worldliness hates anything or any person that calls upon him to 

have to sacrifice his comforts, plans, and desires.  Hatred is the absence of love.   

 

So true Christians are those who have a hope they will be sinless like Christ at His coming.  True Christians are those 

who resemble the family likeness produced by their spiritual Father, and they love to serve their brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 


