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Servants and Masters  
 

Eph 6:5  Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your 

heart, as unto Christ;  

Eph 6:6  Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;  

Eph 6:7  With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:  

Eph 6:8  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.  

Eph 6:9  And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; 

neither is there respect of persons with him.  
 

I. A sister passage in the Book of Colossians 

Col 3:22  Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness 

of heart, fearing God:  

Col 3:23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;  

Col 3:24  Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  

Col 3:25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.  

Col 4:1  Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.  
 

II. All men are to work 

2Th 3:10  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  

2Th 3:11  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  

2Th 3:12  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat 

their own bread.  

2Th 3:13  But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.  
 

Gen 3:19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground... 
 

1Th 4:11  And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded 

you;  

1Th 4:12  That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.  
 

III. First and foremost—We are all to be servants of God 

1Co 7:21  Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather.  

1Co 7:22  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is 

Christ's servant.  

1Co 7:23  Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.  

1Co 7:24  Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.  
 

Act 5:29  ...We ought to obey God rather than men.  
 



Mat 6:24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and 

despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  
 

Mat 7:12  Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 

prophets.  
 

IV. Thoughts concerning servants—slaves—employees—(worker bees) 

Tit 2:9  Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again;  

Tit 2:10  Not purloining (keeping back), but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 

all things.  
 

1Pe 2:18  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.  

1Pe 2:19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.  
 

1Ti 6:1  Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his 

doctrine be not blasphemed.  

1Ti 6:2  And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service, 

because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.  
 

 A. The example of Jacob 

Gen 31:6  And ye know that with all my power I have served your father.  

Gen 31:7  And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me.  
 

 B. Singleness of heart 

Mat 6:22  The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.  
 

Rom 12:8 …he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity…  
 

2Co 8:2  How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of 

their liberality.  

2Co 8:3  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves... 

2Co 8:5  And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.  
 

 C. The story of Dick [The Autobiography of Elder Wilson Thompson (pp. 135-139)] 
 

 The country was new and but thinly settled, but the congregations were immense day and night. I will here relate one 

event: Judge Green, a wealthy man, who had a number of negroes as his servants, and who was a very respectable citizen, 

but an avowed infidel, and who kept race-horses and was a great sportsman, had one servant whose name was Dick. Dick’s 

business was to attend to the stock and race-horses, and especially to wait upon his young mistresses (daughters) when they 

rode out. The Judge’s daughters had attended my singing school and appeared to be inclined in my favor, and would 

frequently attend my meeting. Dick was always with them, and was so attentive and polite they thought very much of him. 

At one of our church meetings Dick came forward, and related an experience that no one could dispute, and he was received 

for baptism. The church proposed to send a committee to ask the Judge’s consent for Dick to be baptized. I told them I 

should not oppose the church, but it was a course of conferring with flesh and blood that I could not find in my Book, and I 

did not believe it was proper for us to ask an unbeliever whether a believer might serve and obey his Lord or not. ...for a 

church to go to hunting for objections in the world, it would be rather strange if they did not find them. I, for one, did not 

feel willing to have anything to do in any such course. 

 However, a committee was appointed, and they went to see the Judge. They reported, on their return, that he said Dick 

was his property, and he made them his witnesses to tell me that if I laid my hands on his property to throw it into the water, 

he would push the law upon me to its utmost extent. When the report was made I observed to the church: “So much for 

consulting the world and hunting for their objections. ...But, now, the Judge has full testimony that I was forbid to lay hands 

on his property, or put it in the water. Now if I should trespass I will be liable to the law.” 

 The next Sunday, when the others were baptized, poor Dick was not allowed to attend the meeting, nor for two or three 

months afterward. One Sunday, when I was about to dismiss the meeting, I heard a call behind me. Looking out at the 

window back of the pulpit, I saw Dick holding up a bundle of clothes in his hand. 

 Said he: “I want to be baptized.” I told him to walk around and come in at the door. He did so, and I met him before the 

pulpit. 

 Said I: “Dick, what do you want?” 

 Said he: “I want to be baptized, sir.” 

 “Has your master given you liberty?” 

 “No, sir.” 

 “Do you wish to disobey your master? The good Book says: ‘Servants, obey your masters.’” 



 “I got two masters, sir; one is greater than the other. My great Master says to me, ‘be baptized’; but my other master 

(Green) says, ‘you shall not be baptized.’ Now, sir, I cannot obey both; and I wish to obey my greatest Master, and also to 

obey Master Green in all things, when his commands do not forbid the commands of my greater Master.” 

 “Dick, do you not expect that your Master Green will whip you, if you are baptized?” 

 “Yes, sir, but my great Master says, ‘Fear not him that can kill the body, but fear him that can destroy both soul and body 

in hell.’” 

 “Have you concluded, Dick, to lay your back bare to your master’s lash, rather than disobey your Master in heaven?” 

 Yes, sir; Master Green will not even kill the body; and I love my Master in heaven, and I want to obey Him.” 

 Well, Dick, the church has received you for baptism; so, if you are not afraid of your Master Green’s whip, I am not 

afraid of his law, and I will baptize you.” 

 All this was said aloud, so as to be distinctly heard by all that were in the house. Though the house was crowded, all were 

as still as death. Dick’s two mistresses were present and heard it all. I turned round and said: “Can any one forbid water, 

that this man shall not be baptized?” Some of the brethren said, very low to me: “We fear you are running a great risk.” I 

replied: “I am not afraid, for I believe the Lord has ordered this matter, and I have nothing to fear, ‘The wrath of man shall 

praise Him, and the remainder of wrath He will restrain.’” I took up my hymn-book and said: “We will now repair to the 

water for baptism.” The water was near the house, and I took Dick by the hand and started the song: “Am I a soldier of the 

cross?” All the congregation followed, and many voices joined in the song; and then, with the usual ceremonies, I baptized 

him. 

 As we came up out of the water, I gave him the right hand of fellowship, in behalf of the church, as a full member, and 

the brethren and sisters crowded in, and gave him their hands as a brother. His young mistresses went to the water and saw 

it all. The scene was solemn and deeply affecting.  

 The young Misses Green waited for Dick to change his clothes, and to get their horses. On their way home, they began 

to conjecture, as I afterward heard, how and what they should do in this matter. Said they: “We respect Mr. Thompson, and 

do not want Father to trouble him; and Dick is so ready at all times to serve us we do not want him whipped.” They finally 

concluded not to say anything about it, and thought perhaps no one else would, and so their father would not know of it, at 

least for sometime. 

 All passed off quietly for several weeks, when one evening the Judge came home, apparently in a fine humor. He began 

speaking in very high terms of Dick, as a servant, saying: “Dick has always been one of my best servants, but for some 

weeks past he has been better than usual. The horses shine from his rubbing and attending them, late and early, and he keeps 

things in the very best order.” The girls concluded that this was the time to tell him about Dick.  

 One of them said: “Father, we can tell you what has made Dick so much better of late.” 

 “What has done it?” said he. 

 “Why, Father, a few weeks ago, we were at Bethel at meeting, and Mr. Thompson baptized Dick. They all had such a 

nice time, and Dick seemed so very happy when they all gave him their hand, and called him brother.” 

 “Did you see Mr. Thompson baptize him?” 

 “Yes, sir, we saw it all.” 

 “Well,” said the Judge, “I wish to God he would baptize all my negroes, if it would make them all as good as Dick.” 

 Here ended the law-suit, the whipping, and all complaints about the dipping. Dick was again allowed to go to meeting 

whenever he pleased. His master provided him with good clothes, and all that was necessary for his comfort. He also had a 

horse to ride, and was allowed to go and come when he chose, and to work when he pleased. When Dick’s master was about 

to die, he put him under the guardianship of his son, who was to provide amply for all his needs. Dick remained the same 

obedient servant, but never failed to attend meeting. I saw him many years afterward, when on a visit in Missouri. He was 

then getting old, was well dressed, had his horse to ride to meetings and seemed to enjoy himself well, ever better than if he 

had been set free, for he had all the liberties of a free man. 

 Dick lived long a beloved brother in the church, and an honored servant in his master’s house, and was respected by all 

who knew him. Obedience is the path for the Christian, who should leave all consequences with God, for then he will have 

nothing to fear. “To obey is better than sacrifice;” but to take counsel of an enemy brings a snare.  

 

V. Thoughts concerning masters—lords—bosses—(queen bees) 

Deu 24:14  Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that 

are in thy land within thy gates:  



Deu 24:15  At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he is poor, and setteth his heart 

upon it: lest he cry against thee unto the LORD, and it be sin unto thee. 
 

Job 31:13  If I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, when they contended with me;  

Job 31:14  What then shall I do when God riseth up? and when he visiteth, what shall I answer him?  

Job 31:15  Did not he that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb?  
 

Isa 47:6  I was wroth with my people...upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke. 

 

Isa 58:6  Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 

oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?  
 

Jas 5:1  ...ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.  

Jas 5:2  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.  

Jas 5:3  Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were 

fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.  

Jas 5:4  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the 

cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.  

Jas 5:5  Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter...  

Jas 5:7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord... 
 

Ecc 5:8  If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the 

matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they.  
 

Phm 1:10  I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds:  

Phm 1:11  Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to thee and to me:  

Phm 1:12  Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, that is, mine own bowels...  

Phm 1:15  For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever;  

Phm 1:16  Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved...  
 

VI. Thoughts concerning our proper attitude toward money and becoming rich 

1Ti 6:6  But godliness with contentment is great gain.  

1Ti 6:7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  

1Ti 6:8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.  

1Ti 6:9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 

destruction and perdition.  

1Ti 6:10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 

pierced themselves through with many sorrows.  

1Ti 6:11  But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.  

1Ti 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good 

profession before many witnesses.  

1Ti 6:13  I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate 

witnessed a good confession;  

1Ti 6:14  That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:  

1Ti 6:15  Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;  

1Ti 6:16  Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can 

see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.  

1Ti 6:17  Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living 

God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;  

1Ti 6:18  That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;  

1Ti 6:19  Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.   
 

 

 

  

 


