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EXPOSITORY TEACHING ON THE LETTER TO THE COLOSSIANS 

MESSAGE SEVEN: THE SUPREME RESPONSIBILITY OF BELIEVERS 

SCRIPTURE: Colossians 1:23 

v “If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel 
that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 
became a minister.” 

INTRODUCTION: 

We have looked at:  

§ “The Supremacy of Christ.”  
§ “The Supreme Work of Christ.” 
§ We will look later on “The Supreme Ministry of Paul. 
§ But now, we will see, “The Supreme Responsibility of Believers.” 

 

1. THE UNCHANGING GOSPEL 

1. The Gospel that the Colossians heard (Personal and Community impact) 

v Col. 1:23a, “Not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard” 

v Col. 1:6-7, “Since the day you heard it (the Gospel) and understood the grace of God in truth, just 
as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant.” 

2. The Gospel which has been spreading in all Creation (Universal impact) 

v Col. 1:23, “not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven.” 

v Col. 1:5-6, “Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to 
you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing.” 

3. The Gospel of which Paul has become a Servant  

v Col. 1:23, “not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in 
all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.” 

v Eph. 3:7, “Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given 
me by the working of his power.” 

Point: The same gospel that you heard is the gospel that is spreading in all creation under heaven. And the 
same gospel that you heard is the gospel of which I am a servant, preaching everywhere.  
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2. NOT SHIFTING FROM THE UNCHANGING GOSPEL 

Scripture: “If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that 
you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.” 
(Col. 1:23) 

v 1 Corinthians 15:1-2, “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain.” 

v Hebrews 3:6, “But Christ was faithful as a Son over His house —whose house we are, if we hold 
fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.” (NASB) 

The central concern of Paul is expressed here: not shifting from the hope of the gospel and clinging to it till 
the end. The false teachers were diverting them from the hope of the gospel to deceptive teachings.  

This is the supreme responsibility of believers: To continue in the faith, stable and steadfast (established 
and firm, NET), not shifting from the hope of the gospel. 

§ Continue in the faith (in Christ alone for salvation) 
§ Stable (grounded) and steadfast (settled) in the faith (positive note) 
§ Not shifting from the hope of the gospel (negative caution) 

What is the hope of the gospel? “Because of the hope laid up for you in heaven” (Col. 1:5). Future 
glorification (i.e. complete salvation upon the return of the Lord) 

A. God’s Sovereignty: The supreme work of Christ Jesus  

i. Christ Jesus came as a man (Incarnation) 

ii. Christ Jesus reconciled us to God (Reconciliation) 

iii. Christ Jesus made us holy, and blameless, and above reproach (Justification, Sanctification and 
Glorification) 

B. Human Responsibility: 

i. The gospel must be preached (Epaphras and Paul and others preached the gospel) 

ii. The gospel must be believed (Colossians believed in the gospel) 

iii. Believers must persevere in their faith in the gospel (Not shifting from the hope of the gospel).  

 
Three things to understand about believers’ perseverance of faith: 

i. Believers’ perseverance of faith is not trying to earn one’s salvation, but evidencing 
God’s salvation in their lives.  
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“If indeed you continue in the faith” speaks not about “earning” or “losing”, but about “genuineness.”  

F.F. Bruce: Continuance is the test of reality. 

ii. God’s preservation of our souls till the end doesn’t make us passive in our perseverance 
of faith. We must continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel. 

Douglas J. Moo: God does, indeed, by His grace and through His Spirit, work to preserve His people so 
that they will be vindicated in the judgment; but, at the same time, God’s people are responsible to persevere 
in their faith, if they expect to see that vindication. 

iii. Believers’ perseverance is rooted in Christ’s reconciliation and preservation (supreme 
work of Christ).  

v Philippians 2:12-13, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”  

o The effort to work out one’s salvation is rooted in the God who works in us, both to will and 
to work for His good pleasure.  

 
How do we guard ourselves from shifting from the hope of the gospel? 

i. Know that Christ is all-sufficient for our salvation, now and forever. 

v Colossians 1:13-14, “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

ii. Guard yourself from falling into false teachings.  

v 1 John 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.” [Ex. Cults, Prosperity Preachers…etc.] 

iii. Don’t fall away from your faith in Christ when you face suffering.  
v Luke 8:13, “And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. 

But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away.” 

iv. Keep yourself from falling in love with the present world.  

v Luke 8:14, “And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their 
way they are choked by the cares (anxieties) and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not 
mature.” 

v. Stick to Godly Fellowship. 

v Hebrews 10:23-25, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
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neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near.” 

 
SUMMARY: 

1. THE UNCHANGING GOSPEL 

2. NOT SHIFTING FROM THE UNCHANGING GOSPEL 

 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 

1. What are the three things you observe in order to conclude that the gospel is unchanging? 

2. What is the supreme responsibility of believers? 

3. What is the hope of the gospel? 

4. When you read Colossians 1:21-23, what do you observe about the sovereignty of God and 
responsibility of man? 

5. What is perseverance of faith? 

6. What three things have you learned about believers’ perseverance of faith?  

7. How do we guard ourselves from shifting from the hope of the gospel? 

8. What weaknesses do you see in your life which has the potential to shift you from the hope of the 
gospel and about which you must be careful and persevere in faith? 

9. How did this message encourage you in your Christian life? 

10. Do you have any questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


