
OBEYING THE SAVIOR!
ACTS  8:26-40

Introduction
In this chapter we can see very clearly the working of God’s Holy Spirit! 
1. First we see the working of God’s Holy Spirit in and through one

of His choice servants by the name of Philip!
Now understand that this is NOT the same Philip who was one of the
original 12 disciples who walked with Jesus during His earthly
ministry!   The disciple Philip was in the upper room on the day of
Pentecost and served as an Apostle in the early Church!  
This is a different Philip from that Philip!

In fact, we find the first mention of this Philip in Acts 6:1-7 where he
was chosen and ordained by that first Church at Jerusalem to be a
deacon with the Apostles praying for him and laying their hands on
him!  The word deacon simply means “servant.”

Did you note what the Scriptures say about these men who were
chosen by the Church—Vs 3 they were to be men of honest report
who were full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom!

That really tells us all that we need to know about this man for we can
well see his character in his actions! Our actions show our character!

2. Secondly, we also see the working of the Holy Spirit in the life of a
sinner who needed the Savior—He is nameless but we know him
simply as the Ethiopian Eunuch!   
Before the Spirit ever led Philip to this particular area of this desert,
God’s Spirit was at work in the heart of this Eunuch! 

Let’s examine the Scripture here:    

I. WE SEE GOD’S SERVANT OBEDIENT TO THE SAVIOR!
(vs 5  Cf.  In the Great Commission–Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8)

    People are saved and baptized only as the servants of the Lord are
obedient to the Lord!
A. This Servant Of God Was Obedient In Spite Of Some

Things That Could Have Been A Hindrance!
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    1.  He Was Obedient In Spite Of Possible Persecution
He Might Face!  (Acts 8:1-4)

2. He Was Obedient In Spite Of Previous Prejudices
He Might Have Had!  (Acts 8:5)
As a devout Jew, Philip would have had no dealings

with the Samaritans! (But Jesus changed that!)
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is for all men!

(Romans 1:16)
We are not to pick and choose who we think the Gospel

is for!   We’re told:
(Mark 16:15–“...preach the Gospel to every creature.”)

3. He Was Obedient In Spite Of Possible Perplexity On
His Part!  (Acts 8:26)
We are not told he was perplexed, but wouldn’t you be?
Why would the angel of the Lord tell Him to go into the

desert?—There ain’t nobody out in a desert!
Oh but there was!  A precious soul who needed Jesus!

Why does someone like our Missionary Bro. Gary
Forney go up into the Arctic regions to preach?
Mark 16:15–“Go ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature.” 

So, This Servant Of God Was Obedient In Spite Of Some
Things That Could Have Been A Hindrance!

B. This Servant Of God Was Obedient To Do The Things
That Were Necessary For Him To Be A Good Servant!
1. He Was Faithful To The Savior!  (Acts 8:26)

You will never be a good servant unless you are faithful
to the Savior!
John 14:15–“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
John 15:14–“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you.”
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2. He Was Faithful To The Spirit!  (Acts 8:29)
We will never be a good servant until we are faithful to
the Holy Spirit!
a. We Need To Be Holy Spirit Indwelt!

Romans 8:9–“Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.”

b. We Need To Be Holy Spirit Filled! (Acts 6:3)
Ephesians 5:18–“. . .be filled with the Spirit.”

c. We Need To Be Holy Spirit Led! (Vs 29)
Only when we are Holy Spirit indwelt and Holy
Spirit filled, can we be Holy Spirit led!

Savior, Spirit...
3. He Was Faithful To The Scripture!   (Acts 8:30-35)

We can never be a good servant unless we are faithful to
the Holy Scriptures!  
a. Philip Didn’t Preach Philosophy–He

Preached To Him Jesus!
Salvation is not about what you and I think
about things!  Salvation is about what God has
said!

Colossians 2:8–“Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy...”
Salvation is not about what I think it takes to go
to Heaven or about what you think it takes to go
to Heaven.  It is about what God says is
required to go to Heaven!

b. Philip Didn’t Preach Tradition–He Preached
To Him Jesus!
Philip was quite aware of the traditions of the
Pharisees and what Jesus had said about their
traditions!
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He knew Salvation wasn’t in those traditions!

Colossians 2:8–Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ.

1 Peter 1:18–Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers; But with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot.

Philosophy...Tradition...
c. Philip Didn’t Preach Religion–He Preached

To Him Jesus!
This Eunuch had religion already but it was
taking him on a path to Hell!  

He had already traded his pagan religion for
Judaism, but even Judaism could not get him to
Heaven!

d. Philip Didn’t Preach Good Works–He
Preached To Him Jesus!
Titus 3:5–Not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost.

Ephesians 2:8-9–For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
should boast.
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e. Philip Didn’t Preach Preferences–He
Preached To Him Jesus!
It is not about what my preferences are and I’m 
sad to say that much that goes by the name of
preaching today is more about someone’s
personal preferences are than it is about
“Thus saith the Lord!”

f. Philip Preached To Him Jesus!—Because
only Jesus can save!
Acts 4:12– Neither is their Salvation in any
other for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved.

John 14:6–“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” 

WE SEE GOD'S SERVANT OBEDIENT TO THE SAVIOR! 
   II. WE SEE THIS SINNER OBEDIENT TO THE SAVIOR! 
   (Acts 8:36-39)
   When God’s servants are obedient to the Savior, then some sinners will

become obedient to the Savior!

   If the God’s servants aren’t obedient to the Savior, then it stands to
reason that sinners won’t be obedient to the Savior either!   
Someone has to go tell them the story of Jesus!

If no one is going and telling the story of Jesus, then no one is hearing
and believing!  (Romans 10:13-15)

   A. This Sinner Was Obedient To The Gospel!  
  He believed with all His heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of

God!

If you are going to get saved you are going to have to do the
same thing!  God’s not interested in any half-hearted belief!
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Romans 10:9-10–“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.”

When you believe something with all your heart, it will turn
your life around and make a definite change in your life!
(2 Corinthians 5:17–“Therefore if any man be in Christ He is a
new creature...”)

This Sinner Was Obedient To The Gospel!
B. This Sinner Was Made A Saint By The Savior!

Scripture is clear...A saint is one who has believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ!

When Paul addressed the believers in the local Churches he
ministered to, he often addressed them as being the saints of
God!

What does it mean to become a saint?  It means we have been
made holy!  Not by our works, but by the blood of Jesus Christ!

You’ll never go to heaven without being holy and you can only
become holy by faith in the Gospel of Jesus!  (2 Cor. 5:21)

   
C. This Sinner Who Was Made A Saint Was Obedient To Be

Baptized!  
Baptism is not a sacrament!  It cannot and does not bestow any
saving grace!
It is one of the two ordinances that Jesus gave to the local
Church!   (The other being the Lord’s Supper.)

It is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus!
It is the believer identifying with the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus!
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The word “Baptize” means to identify with, to dip, to immerse,
to overwhelm.
1. This Saint Sought It!  (Acts 8:36)

2. This Saint Submitted To It!  (Acts 8:38)

Conclusion
Where does this local Church’s authority to baptize come from?  

It came from Jesus in the Great Commission!  (Matthew 28:19-20)

What kind of Baptism did the early Church practice? 
Believers Baptism by Immersion is all you will find in Scripture!

You will not find infant Baptism!
You will not find Sprinkling!
You will not find Pouring!

 What is the meaning of Baptism?
It is not a part of your Salvation!  It is an act of obedience that is

separate and distinct from Salvation!
It is the first thing that the Savior wants you to be obedient to because

it shows the world you are identifying with Christ!
It is the outward expression of an inward spiritual grace!

Are you saved?  If you were to die today do you know for sure that Heaven
would be your home?

Have you been baptized since you’ve been saved?  Why not submit yourself to
the Lord and be obedient to Him in this matter?  You’ll never be what
you should be for Christ apart from being baptized after you are saved! 
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