
Isaiah 2.1-5 Disciple-Nations 

Because all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus, we are to make disciples of the 

nations. 

 “latter days”—New Testament uses this phrase to designate the period that began with the first 

advent of Christ and culminates in the second advent of Christ (Acts 2:17; Hebrews 1:2; James 

5:3; 2 Peter 3:3; cf. 1 Peter 1:20 “latter time” 1 John 2:18 “last hour”) 

 Jesus’ Great Commission to His disciples is based on “the Scriptures” such as this one.  “Thus it is 

written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47).   

Because the LORD is supreme in authority, He has an exclusive claim on all nations (2). 

 “mountains” and “hills” were “high places” for worship of various deities 

 for God’s “temple mount” to be the highest speaks of His supremacy; not physical geography, 

but theology 

 The supreme glory of God is so attractive that the nations are likened to a river flowing uphill to 

come before Him! 

 Acts 17:30-31 “Now He commands all people everywhere to repent” 

 God is not “safe.”  Yet we seem to act as though He is harmless.  We proclaim a fairly harmless 

deity.  We don’t understand the ramifications of the gospel that “Our God reigns!”   

Because the LORD is supreme in wisdom, He has an inclusive plan for all nations (3-4). 

 “all nations” and “many peoples” 

 “teach” “ways” “walk” “paths” are common terms in wisdom literature; temple is associated 

with teaching for daily life; not just lofty thoughts for personal piety, but instruction (“law” and 

“word”) for all of life; not just “church life,” but private, family, community, national, 

international—“He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many 

peoples” 

 v. 4b is the consummation of this plan—perfect, Divine peace; v. 2 should be translated “the 

mountain of the house of the LORD shall have been established as the highest of the 

mountains”—in other words, there is a duration of time from the establishment of Zion’s 

exaltation to the culmination of this vision; cf. Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Parable of 

Leaven 

Because the supremacy of the LORD is the only hope for the nations, His people are to make the nations 

His disciples (3-5). 

 “out of Zion”—“Zion” is emphatic; “Zion and no other” 



 Natural Theology and Natural Law will not bring about justice and peace.  “Until persons and 

nations have come to God to learn His ways and walk in them, peace is an illusion.”—John N. 

Oswalt 

 “There is only one way to proceed toward abolition of war; it is not pacifism, but individuals 

learning the law of the Lord.” – E. J. Young 

 The New Jerusalem does not arise from human social improvement, but descends from heaven 

like a bride adorned for her husband (Revelation 21:10-11). 

 Problem with the so-called Insider Movement in missions: it aims to leave life pretty well intact, 

while the gospel does not leave life intact.  Jesus said, “Whoever would save his life will lose it, 

but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” (Matt. 16.25). 


