
Who is God to You?Suppose someone would  ask you who God is some time before this week is over.  What would you tell them?  In time we will be examining a few passages in the Book of Daniel that will give us someperspective of who God is.This week I happened to hear part of a discussion in a Calculus class.  Someone in the class cited andexample of a mathematical problem that contained the absolute value of the unknown “X.”  I thinkthe problem went something like f(x) = |x| + |x-2| just in  case you wanted to know. It is likely thatI have it all wrong.  But the word that I noticed and the word I wanted you to notice is the wordabsolute – What is absolute?  A few definitions from the dictionary may help refresh our memories of what absolute means.Something that is not dependent upon external conditions for existence or for itsspecific nature, size, etc. a. something that is free from any restriction or condition.b. something that is independent of some or all relations. 
For the most part God is not unknown today by many in the World, never-the-less He is Absolute– He is Immutable, He is Eternal, He is omniscience, He is omnipotent, and He is omnipresent. I believe the problem with this country today is they have willfully failed to obey the absolutestandard of God’s Word.  They have failed to acknowledge that they are a sinner.  Not too longago I shared a short devotional on Romans 3:23 with some young people.  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;(Romans 3:23)In the verses immediately proceeding verse 23 the Scriptures discuss the LAW.  Each one of thestudents admitted that they had broken one of their school’s laws at one point – chewing gum,talking out of order, being late to class, and so forth.  Mankind  can not even keep man made laws not along God’s Laws. The Bible says “For all havesinned” All means All and that is all means.  Those in the World around us have denied theyhave sinned and have denied they have come short of God’s glory.  They have a wrong view ofGod – In fact they deny His very existence and insist they came from a rock or space aliensseeded the Earth.Not only have the pagans of this nation failed to obey the absolute standard of Scripture, but sohave some Bible believing Christians.  Is it our desire to be cleansed by the “washing of theword”?  Listen to what king David wrote under the direction of the Holy Spirit:



9Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? bytaking heed thereto according to thy word.  Psa 119:10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me notwander from thy commandments. Psa 119:11  Thy word have Ihid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. Psa 119:12 Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. Psa 119:13 With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.  Psa119:14  I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much asin all riches. Psa 119:15  I will meditate in thy precepts, and haverespect unto thy ways. Psa 119:16  I will delight myself in thystatutes: I will not forget thy word (Psalm 119:9-16).What God does or does not do – our Who He is or is not is not relative to what anyone thinks. The character and personhood of God  is ABSOLUTE!  The consideration of who God is doesnot rest in my notions nor does it rest on your notions.  It rest solely on the authority of Scripture33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge ofGod! how unsearchable [are] his judgments, and his ways pastfinding out! 34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? orwho hath been his counsellor (Romans 11:33-34)?The wisdom and knowledge of God is unfathomable.  We must walk by faith, we must followingthe leading of the Lord in our lives, and we must adhere to the absolute standard of the Bible. We must have faith in the risen Son of God – for without it we can not please Him.But without faith it is impossible to please him: for hethat cometh to God must believe that he is, and that heis a rewarder of them that diligently seek him(Hebrews 11:6).Have you ever had bells ding in your head?  Not literally but figuratively?  Does Hebrews 11cause a bell to ding in your mind? Does the 11  Hour of the 11  Day of the 11  Month cause ath th thbell to ding in some of your minds? Or how about December 7 ?  Or how about November 22,th1963, Or how about September 11 ? th
 Now when Hebrews eleven is mentioned do you remember our great cloud of witnesses some ofwho are: Abel–“And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And theLORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering” (Genesis 4:4).Enoch–“And Enoch walked with God: and he [was] not; for God took him” (Genesis 5:24).
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Noah–“Butt Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD” (Genesis 6:8)Abraham–“For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto himfor righteousness” (Romans 4:3)Sarah–“Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered ofa child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised” (Hebrews11:11).Isaac–“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come” (Hebrews 11:20).Jacob–“By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped,[leaning] upon the top of his staff” (Genesis 11:21).Joseph–“. .  God shall give Pharaoh and answer of peace” (Genesis 41:16)Moses–“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh'sdaughter;” (Hebrews 11:24).Rahab–“Byy faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she hadreceived the spies with peace” (Hebrews 11:31). FleeceWe could go on and mention: Gedeon, Barak, Sammson, Jephthae, David, Samuel,and the prophtes–Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wroughtrighteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouthsof lions (Hebrews 11:33),All of these men and women of faith know who God is.  They could answer that question I askedin the beginning of this message – they lived by faith and they died by faith.  Pause for just amoment and reflect upon what it means to live by faith. ________________________________________________________________
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One can not have the proper view of who God is until first one places their trust in Him only.Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none othername under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved(Acts 4:12)Did you Notice the last phrase of verse in Hebrews 11:33: “Stopped the mouths of lions”All the men and women of faith looked forward to God’s promised Messiah, The Lord JesusChrist.  For a moment compare Hebrews 11:33 with Daniel 6:22My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, thatthey have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency wasfound in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt(Daniel 6:22)The prophet Daniel lived over 2,600 years ago.  He lived during what is known as the Babyloniancaptivity.  His prophesies among other things for-told unknown future details about Babylonian,Meado / Persea, Greece, Roman, and in our day the furture Revived Roman empire. God permitted the two tribes of the South to be taken into captivity as a direct result of theirnational sin and personal sin.  The ten tribes of the North had gone into the Assyrian captivitysome 125 years earlier for essentially the same transgressions.Sin always has its consequences.  The law of sowing and reaping has not changed.  If sin in ourlives today then it must be confessed.  7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoevera man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he thatsoweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reaplife everlasting (Galatians 6:7-8).Mocking God is a sin!  We can not be self deceived in thinking our sin is acceptable in God’ssight.  The children of Israel’s Northern and Southern tribes mocked God by remaining in theirsin.  They thought God was someone who He was not.  God is Holy, He is Just, He is Gracious,He is Merciful – And He demands conformity to His Word.  If you are within the sound of my voice and you have yet to trust The Lord Jesus Christ as yourpersonal saviour then you are still in your sin and God’s Justice will be served upon you at thehour of your death.  Lord willing in five days from today I will bring another challenge to theyoung people in the fellowship hall of this building.  This weeks verse is found in the book ofActs.
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And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt besaved, and thy house (Acts 16:31).If your not a born again Christian you must believe in Christ alone for salvation.  If you are bornagain Christian and there is sin in your life that perhaps is clouding your vision of who God isthen you must confess and forsake that sin.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our]sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (I John 1:9).Knowing who God is requires knowing is Word – Both His written Word and His Living Word!Daniel was such a man who know God and knew God’s Word.  As I said several minutes agothat the prophet Daniel was a prophet of the Babylonian captivity.  Getting back to the questionof who is God?  The book of Daniel depicts Him as a giving God, a sovereign God, a revealingGod, a hearing God, a God worthy of praise, a supreme God, a believable God, a returning God,    a strengthening God, a delivering God, a righteous God, and a merciful GodDifferent individuals viewed God from different perspectives.  There is Daniel, Hananiah,Mishael, Azariah, Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius, and the other presidents and princes ofPersea.  A Giving God – He gives kingdoms, knowledge, signs & wonders Daniel 1:2 (KJV) And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of thevessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; andhe brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.Daniel 1:17 (KJV) As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in alllearning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.Daniel 2:37 (KJV) Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee akingdom, power, and strength, and glory.Daniel 4:32 (KJV) And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beastsof the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, untilthou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoeverhe will.Daniel 5:18 (KJV) O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father akingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour:
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Daniel 7:27 (KJV) And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under thewhole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is aneverlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.Daniel 11:37 (KJV) Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, norregard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.A Sovereign God – He is in control of everything!Daniel 1:9 (KJV) Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince ofthe eunuchs.Daniel 2:44 (KJV) And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shallbreak in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.Daniel 4:34 (KJV) And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven,and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised andhonoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and hiskingdom is from generation to generation:Daniel 7:25 (KJV) And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out thesaints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his handuntil a time and times and the dividing of time.Daniel 9:15 (KJV) And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the landof Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinned, wehave done wickedly.Daniel 11:38 (KJV) But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom hisfathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasantthings.A Revealing God – God knows and revels the very secrets of our heartsDaniel 2:28 (KJV) But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known tothe king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy headupon thy bed, are these;Daniel 2:45 (KJV) Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain withouthands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the greatGod hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain,and the interpretation thereof sure.
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Daniel 5:26 (KJV) This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thykingdom, and finished it.A Hearing God – God is ready to hear our confessions, adoration, thanksgivings, & supplicationsDaniel 2:18 (KJV) That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret;that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.Daniel 6:10 (KJV) Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house;and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees threetimes a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.Daniel 6:11 (KJV) Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and makingsupplication before his God.Daniel 9:3 (KJV) And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, withfasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:Daniel 9:4 (KJV) And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, OLord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and tothem that keep his commandments;Daniel 9:17 (KJV) Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and hissupplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.Daniel 9:20 (KJV) And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin ofmy people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holymountain of my God;A God Worthy of Praise – we must praise God for what He has done and will doDaniel 2:19 (KJV) Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Danielblessed the God of heaven.Daniel 2:20 (KJV) Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever:for wisdom and might are his:Daniel 2:23 (KJV) I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers,  who hast givenme wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hastnow made known unto us the king's matter.A Supreme God – Our God is above all there is none like Him!Daniel 2:47 (KJV) The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a-7-



God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal thissecret.Daniel 3:26 (KJV) Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace,and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God,come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midstof the fire.Daniel 3:29 (KJV) Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, whichspeak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut inpieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that candeliver after this sort.Daniel 6:20 (KJV) And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel:and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whomthou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?God is Believable – All of God’s promise are true.  His Word is true.Daniel 6:23 (KJV) Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they shouldtake Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt wasfound upon him, because he believed in his God.A Returning God – The Lord Jesus Christ has promised to return for us.Daniel 7:22 (KJV) Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of themost High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.A Strengthening God – If you are spiritually week God will strengthen you.Daniel 10:17 (KJV) For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me,straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.Daniel 10:19 (KJV) And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong,yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lordspeak; for thou hast strengthened me.
A Delivering God – God will deliver you from your spiritual battles. Daniel 3:17 (KJV) If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
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fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.Daniel 3:15 (KJV) Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute,harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship theimage which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into themidst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?Daniel 6:16 (KJV) Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into theden of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servestcontinually, he will deliver thee.Daniel 6:22 (KJV) My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they havenot hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king,have I done no hurt.Daniel 3:25 (KJV) He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of thefire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.Daniel 3:28 (KJV) Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach,Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted inhim, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve norworship any god, except their own God.A Fearful God – We should have a fear of God for who He is.Daniel 5:23 (KJV) But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have broughtthe vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, havedrunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, andstone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, andwhose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:Daniel 6:26 (KJV) I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fearbefore the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom thatwhich shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.Daniel 10:12 (KJV) Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didstset thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and Iam come for thy words.
A Righteous God – God is righteous and we can appropriate the righteousness only by the blood of ChristDaniel 6:5 (KJV) Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel,-9-



except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.Daniel 9:7 (KJV) O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as atthis day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that arenear, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of theirtrespass that they have trespassed against thee.Daniel 9:8 (KJV) O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and toour fathers, because we have sinned against thee.Daniel 9:10 (KJV) Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws,which he set before us by his servants the prophets.Daniel 9:11 (KJV) Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they mightnot obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the lawof Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him.Daniel 9:14 (KJV) Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: forthe LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.A Merciful God – Mercy is not receiving something we do deserve.Daniel 9:9 (KJV) To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we haverebelled against him;Daniel 9:18 (KJV) O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold ourdesolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our supplicationsbefore thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.______Getting back to the question of who is God?  He is as a giving – He gave us His only begotten Son,He is sovereign God – God is in control of everything – even though we don’t understand itHe is  revealing God – God became flesh so that we might be able to have fellowship with HimHe is a  hearing God – Our God is not of wood or of stone.  He answers prayerGod worthy of praise – We must praise Him often throughout the dayHe is a supreme God – The God is far above any earthly authority we must serve HimHe is believable God – It is against the character of God to lieHe is a returning God – The Lord Jesus Christ has promised that he will return for us or with usHe is a strengthening God – Do you feel spiritually week this morning? Ask God for strength!He is a delivering God – God will deliver you from any vice, snare or trail you are caught
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He is a righteous God – God is holy and he desires you to be holy and righteous tooHe is a merciful God – God is rich and mercy.  We do not deserve God’s mercy we deserve his Justice.  So if someone  asks you this week whoGod is?  Be sure to tell them that He is a giving God, a sovereign God, a revealing God, ahearing God, a God worthy of praise, a supreme God, a believable God, a returning God, astrengthening God, a delivering God, a righteous God, and a merciful God.
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