
Will the Earth be Destroyed or Renewed?

We are going to see evidence in Romans 8 that God is not going to destroy this earth, but renew it for us 
to inhabit as our inheritance for all eternity. 

Before we look at what Romans 8 says about our future, let’s look at and learn about our eternal home in 
Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

• This is a beautiful picture of what is coming: a new earth, the people of God living there with no 
death, no pain, no tears. And best of all, God will not be distant, but near, as God will dwell with 
man forever."The First Heaven and the First Earth Passed Away"

• Does he mean that the earth we live on and the sky over our head will be totally done away with 
and that God will start over with a totally new creation? 

• A few weeks ago I preached a sermon about our glorified, resurrected bodies and asked/answered a 
similar question: will God raise us up or will he start over with a totally new creation of different 
bodies for us? 

‣ I argued for continuity between our bodies now and our bodies in the resurrection.

‣ I argued from Scripture that we are renewed in Christ, new creations, which has already 
happened in our hearts, but our newness will be fully consummated when Christ removes all 
the sin curse from our physical bodies.

‣ And this is what I am going to argue for concerning the earth.

• When John foretells the “passing away” of heaven and earth, he is speaking of the passing away of 
their current cursed state.  That the universe will be renewed to the good state in which it was 
originally created.

In 2 Peter 3:10–13, Peter uses the same type of apocalyptic language (in the spirit of Deut. 32). Peter 
describes how the day of the Lord would come like a thief upon Israel in which the heavens will pass 
away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works 
will be burned up. 11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day 
of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt 
with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 
earth, in which righteousness dwells.

• Many people today mistakenly believe that Peter is referring to the end of time at the Second 
Coming of Christ.  

• Actually he was referring to the coming of Christ in judgment upon the old Mosaic Covenant 
which was still being practiced by apostate Israel.

Romans 8.18-25.New Earth 1 of 5



• Peter was rightly predicting that the great judgment that God promised to pour out on Israel if they 
rejected Christ was about to happen -- and that judgment would “burn away”, “destroy”, all the 
vestiges of the Old Covenant, giving the New Covenant fullness within Christianity.

• The point is: when Peter speaks of burning the earth and melting it with intense heat -- it is in 
reference to God’s acts of judgment upon sin.  The earth didn’t actually melt in 70AD when Peter’s 
prophecy came true.

In Matthew 5:17-18 Jesus used the same language: 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished

• two phrases used for “Old Covenant”

• Will “pass away” but “not abolished” or “abrogation”

• In fact, “passing away” is positive, not negative, because passing away is actually a transforming 
to greater kind and a greater glory!!

REVIEW

1. So when John says in REVELATION that heaven and earth will pass away, John is not referring 
to a physical “passing away” but the passing from the state of the sin curse into a state of 
sinlessness.

2. And when Peter says in 2PETER that the heavens would pass away and the old earth was going 
to melt with intense heat, he was referring to Christianity passing from the age of the Old 
Covenant into the age of the New Covenant.

3. And when Jesus said in MATTHEW that the Old Covenant will “pass away” he made it clear 
that that doesn’t mean annihilation or abrogation or abolishment -- it actually meant something 
positive -- a transition from glory to greater glory -- from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant

4. PASSING AWAY = So when Revelation 21:1 and 2 Peter 3:10 say that the present earth and 
heavens will "pass away," it does not have to mean that they go out of existence, but may mean 
that there will be such a change in them that their present condition passes away. 

• We might say, "The caterpillar will pass away and the butterfly emerges." Or we might say, 
"The tadpole passes away and the frog appears."

• There is a real passing away and there is a real continuity. 

5. DESTROYED = And when 2 Peter 3 says that this heaven and earth will be "destroyed," it does 
not have to mean entirely "put out of existence." 

• We might say, "A flood destroyed many farms." But we don't mean that the farms vanished out 
of existence. 

• Peter’s prediction of “destruction” was referring to cataclysmic events that would bring a 
distinct end to the world of church history being in the Old Covenant Age.  But the world 
didn’t go out of existence -- rather, history was transformed, metamorphoses into a new phase 
of redemption. 

So now lets look at Romans 8 and see evidence that God is not going to destroy this earth, but 
renew it for us to inhabit as our inheritance for all eternity.
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There are at least four reasons in these verses suggesting that the creation we know and the earth we live 
on will not be annihilated but will be renewed for our eternal joy.

1. God Subjected Creation to Futility in Hope

• Romans 8:18 -- For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope

• V. 19  = Creation is waiting, longing, expecting something to happen to her.

• V. 20 tells us why Creation is so eagerly longing for this future event to happen = because right 
now Creation is subjected to “futility”, to the curse of sin = decay and disaster and disease and pain

• That futility, that curse, is temporary.  Notice at the end of V. 20 that Creation has been subjected to 
futility “IN HOPE.”  That means that the current state of futility isn’t the eternal state of Creation.  
It’s only temporary.  Creation waits with HOPE for its future transformation and renewal!

• This means that creation is not appointed for annihilation but for restoration.

2. The Creation Will Be Set Free from Corruption

• The second reason Paul gives for why we should not expect creation to be annihilated is found in 
verse 21 which really defines the content of the hope that Creation has. 21 -  that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God.

• The creation is not destined for annihilation. It is destined for liberation. It will be set free from the 
"slavery to corruption"—the futility that God subjected it to in hope. 

• This may be the clearest statement of all that the Earth will not "pass away" or be "destroyed" in 
the sense of going out of existence. 

• The bondage to corruption will be consumed in the purifying, liberating fire of God's judgment. 
But the earth will remain. And there will be no more corruption. No more futility. No more crying 
or death or pain.

3. Creation Is Suffering Labor Pains

• The third argument Paul gives against the annihilation of the present creation is found in verse 
22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now.

• What he says here is that the upheavals of creation are like labor pains during the last stages of 
pregnancy. In other words, something is about to be brought forth from creation, not in place of 
creation. Creation is not going to be annihilated and recreated with no continuity. The earth is 
going to bring forth like a mother in labor a new earth.

• This earth is like a mother about to give birth to a new earth where righteousness dwells and where 
God reigns in the midst of his people.
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4. The Redemption of Our Bodies

• Finally, Paul gives one last argument against annihilation of the earth in verse 23: 23 And not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

• The reason this is so crucial is that he connects the redemption of our bodies—that is, the 
resurrection and restoration of our bodies after a lifetime of groaning—with the restoration of the 
creation. 

• Our bodies are part of the de-creation = which happened in the Garden, part of the “futility.”
As much as God is making all things new, that includes Creation and eventually our bodies. 

• And what happens to our bodies is not annihilation but redemption: "we await the redemption of 
our bodies." 

• Our bodies will be redeemed, restored, made new, not thrown away. And so it is with the heavens 
and the earth.

CONCLUSION

• So my conclusion is that our final habitation will be on the new earth, which will be this earth 
made new.

• So history as we know it will come to an end with God at the center. His glory will be so bright as 
to make a moon out of the sun (Revelation 21:23). 

• And according to Isaiah, on the earth there will be a great sea of knowledge of the Lord and His 
righteousness reflecting the glory of the Lord back to him. 

• And just as the rejection of that knowledge brought a curse on the creation, so the restoration of 
that knowledge will bring blessing to the creation and the animals themselves with be free from the 
curse and reflect the beauty of the Lord.

SO WHAT? Why does this sermon matter, why do these truths matter in the here and now?

• I don’t preach on our eternal future to that we ignore this life.... or despise this life.... or waste this 
life.

• No, the reason these doctrinal truths are important is because knowledge of them takes away fear 
and anxieties and fills us instead with hope and confidence and anticipation. 

• Biblical Christianity should not produce “doom and gloom” and pessimism, even in the here and 
now.

• Rather, TRUTH produces a clear vision of what God is doing even now, and how it will all end 
successfully -- just as God has determined.

• And when fear goes away and hope in God overflows, we live differently. 

• Our lives show that our treasure in God is more precious than the fleeting attractions of sin.  

- When we relish the hope of the glory of God (Romans 5:2), we don't yield to the sinful 
pleasures of the moment. 

- We are not suckered in by advertising that says the one with the most toys wins. 
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- We don't devote our best energies to laying up perishing treasures on earth, but rather to invest 
in the New Earth!

- We don't dream our most exciting dreams about accomplishments and relationships that perish. 

- We don't fret over what this life fails to give us (everlasting marriages, increasing wealth, 
unfailing health, unmitigated fame).

• Instead we revel in the wonder that the owner and ruler of the universe loves us and has destined 
us for glory and is working infallibly to bring us to his eternal kingdom. 

• We live to meet the needs of others because God is living to meet our needs. 

• We love our enemies, and do good, and bless those who curse us and pray for those who despise us 
because our reward in heaven is great and we are not enslaved to the petty pleasures that come 
from returning evil for evil.

• All this flows from our unshakable hope. When you know the truth about what happens when you 
die—and you believe it—that truth makes you free. Free from the short, shallow, stupid, suicidal 
pleasures of sin.

I am preaching these messages to make you free and confident to live for the glory of God.
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