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Wrong Views of the Kingdom Set Straight – Part 2 
Sermon 13 in the Matthew Series 

 

 

Matthew 5:38-48 

 
The Beatitudes serve as the text for this sermon.  5:3-10. 

We can see these principles being woven throughout the entire sermon, which could be titled – Living Life in 

the Kingdom of God (Heaven). 

 

We have already examined 4 of the six “you have heard it said” sayings of Christ – correcting false ideas 

propagated in that day by the authorities. 

 Murder – it is a heart issue. 

 Sexual immorality – it is a heart issue. 

 Divorce – they allowed it and approved of it for too many reasons. 

 Oaths and Vows – as interpreted by the authorities – allowed deception. 

 

I.  An Eye for an Eye  Matt. 5: 38-42 
 

A.  The Illustrations 
 

1.  Turn the other cheek  (slap – an insult) 

2.  Be kind to the unkind 

3. Go the extra mile  (Roman background) 

4. Give to the one who borrows 
 

 

B. The OT Background 
 

An eye for an eye.  It is OT judicial law. 

   It’s still a principle for justice. 

   It applies to us in our homes and lives. 

 

  

Deut 19:15-21 
  This was not for individuals. 

  This is justice in a court of law. 

  Law and Justice cannot be upheld if witnesses are going to purposely lie. 
 

     

Christ is dealing with proper authority, proper attitudes, and proper actions. 

  

 

 

II. Love your Enemies  Matt. 5:43-48 
A.  The Illustrations 
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1.  Do good to those who hate you. 

2. Follow the example of the Father 

     God could have provided no way of escape through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, but 

                                         could have condemned Adam and Eve to eternal hell with no posterity and instant  

                                         death. Or, if he was allowed a posterity, God could have justly condemned us all to  

                                         hell or even kill any one of us at any time for the sins we have committed. 

3.  Loving those who love us carries no reward. 

4. Be perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect. 

 

These final 2 corrections – when properly understood -- almost leave us speechless! 

 

 

B.  The OT Background  
 

You have heard it said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 

   The first part is from the O.T. the second part is not. 

   Yet, it was the teaching of the day. 

  Some OT and NT illustrations   

 

   

 

III.  Lessons to Draw from These Last Two Corrections 
 

A.  The Kind of Love God Rewards: 
1.  Love your enemies 

2.  Do good to those who hate you. 

3.  Bless those who curse you. 

4.  Pray for those who treat you wrong. 

5.  When someone strikes you on the cheek – turn the other cheek. 

6.  If they take away your outer garment – give them your inner garment. 

7.  Give to everyone who asks. 

8.  When your goods are taken away – don’t try to get them back. 

9.  Do to men what you would want them to do to you. 

10.  Follow the example of God the Father who treats His enemies well. 

 

B.  The Kind of Love that carries no Reward 
                     1.  Loving those who love you has no reward. 

                     2.  Doing good to those who do good to you is only natural. 

                     3.  Lending to get the same back (or with interest) is only what is expected. 

 

B.  Closing Thoughts from  Romans 12:14, 17-21 
  

  1.  Seek to be a peacemaker   v. 18 

  2.  Do not seek revenge  v. 19-20 

   a.  Faith – trust God to settle all accounts 

   b.  Work – actively do good to your enemies   


