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We live in a culture, we love to debate, we love to argue, we love to see what your 
position is versus what my position is, but the one thing that nobody can argue with, the 
one thing that nobody can dispute is the power of a changed life. Today we're going to 
study what does it look like when Jesus changes somebody's life. What does it look like 
in their life and what does it speak to those around you. I would encourage you this 
morning to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John 9 and maybe you're with us today and 
you're a first time guest or visitor or maybe you haven't been with us in a while, we're 
slowly and steadily walking through the Gospel of John with this intent: to make our way
to chapter 15 where Jesus makes this profound statement, he says, "I am the vine and you
are the branches. He who abides in me and I in him shall bear much fruit, for apart from 
me, you can do nothing." And so we're working toward what does that look like for Jesus 
to be the vine and for us to be the branches and today in chapter 9 of the Gospel of John, 
we find ourselves in the midst of one man's testimony. We see one man incredibly 
impacted by Jesus Christ in his life and what did that look like in his life? How did it 
impact those that were around him? In fact, today we're going to look at what is the 
power of a personal testimony?

Now, in the Gospel of John this is one, as we'll see in a moment, one of the three men of 
which Jesus heals from blindness and this chapter begins by this blind man from birth, 
the disciples come to Jesus and ask him a very important theological questions, they ask, 
"Whose sin caused his blindness? Was it his? Was it his parents? Who did this?" And 
Jesus corrects them and says, "He is not blind because of somebody's sin, in fact he is 
blind for the glory of God." And Jesus reaches down, he takes the clay or the dirt off the 
ground, he touches his eyes, he asks him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam and when 
he comes back, his testimony is pretty clear. He says, "I used to be blind but now I can 
see." And his testimony was so impactful that the religious elite in Jesus' day, in fact his 
own parents, struggled with his testimony. There is not a dissertation, there is not a 
master's thesis, there's not even an end to the semester project given, it's a simple 
statement, "I used to be blind and now I can see." 

And what I want to do today is pick up the story in verse 22 to see the power of a 
personal testimony. What happens not only when we've been impacted by Jesus but when
we tell others what Jesus has done in our life? Beginning in verse 22 it says,
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22 Then spoke his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had 
agreed already, that if any man did confess that he [Jesus] was Christ, he 
should be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore said his parents, He is of
age; ask him. 24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said 
unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man [Jesus] is a sinner. 
25 He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 26 Then said they to 
him again, What did he do to you? how did he open your eyes? 27 He 
answered them, I have told you already, and you did not hear: wherefore 
would you hear it again? will you also be his disciples? 28 Then they 
reviled him, and said, You are his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 29
We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not 
where he's from. 30 The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is 
a marvellous thing, that you know not where he is from, and yet he has 
opened mine eyes. 31 Now we know that God hears not sinners: but if any
man be a worshipper of God, and does his will, him he hears. 32 Since the 
world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was
born blind. 33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 34 They 
answered and said unto him, You altogether, you were born in sins, and 
you want to teach us? And they cast him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had 
cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Do you 
believe on the Son of God? 36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, 
that I might believe on him? 37 And Jesus said unto him, You have both 
seen him, and it is he that talks with you. 38 And he said, Lord, I believe. 
And he worshipped him. 39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into 
this world, that they which see may not see; and that they which see might 
be made blind. 40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard 
these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? 41 Jesus said unto 
them, If you were blind, you should have no sin: but now you say, We see;
therefore your sin remaineth. 

The power of this man's story, the power of his testimony, that those that were in 
strategic positions, those that were in powerful places, were confounded by the simple 
declaration, "I used to be blind but now I can see."

Today I want to talk about the power of a personal testimony. What does it look like 
when you're at that place in life where you are spiritually blind, Jesus becomes a part of 
your life and now you can spiritually see. As we walk through this last half of John 9, 
several things I think are important for us to see and the first one is this: the priority that 
God puts on a personal testimony. Now, understand what I'm about to share with you is 
involving quantity and I know that the subject matters that I'm going to speak with you 
about, you can find these subject matters from Genesis all the way to Revelation but what
I want to speak to you today as far as priority is concerned is kind of that one single unit 
of Scripture that addresses that one single subject matter.
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Let's talk about creation. I mean, after all we know that's very prolific, particularly in the 
first couple of chapters of the Bible, but the concept of creation is all throughout 
Scripture. Isaiah 45:18 says God created all things to be inhabited. In fact, you get to 
Mark 13, a very apocalyptic passage, Jesus speaks of this time coming of the judgment of
God, he says it will be worse than anything from the creation of which God created, and 
so there's an emphasis in the Gospels all throughout. In fact, you get to Revelation 21 and
it says there's a new heaven, a new earth, a new Jerusalem, a new creation, so to speak. 
But in Genesis 1, it begins, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." 
Thirty-one verses in Genesis 1 all about creation. The first, what we call, six days 
culminating with humanity. In fact, you go a  little bit further into chapter 2, the first four 
verses deal with the concept of the Sabbath day, the day of rest, explored later in Exodus 
32 and Hebrews 3 and 4. But you take all those verses as one single unit, 35 verses in 
regards to creation.

Now, how about salvation? Now, salvation, the forgiveness of our sin, it is spoken from 
beginning to end. In fact, in Genesis 3, the Lord makes it really clear that a Messiah, a 
Savior, is going to come and so all throughout Scripture you have the promise of the 
Messiah, you have the fulfillment of the Messiah, you have the Second Coming of the 
Messiah, but John 3 is that one single passage that kind of just brings it all to focus. A 
man by the name of Nicodemus, a man who comes to Jesus by night asking, "How might 
I have eternal life?" You remember the famous response of Jesus, "You must be born 
again." Nicodemus questions, "How can I become a part of my mom again? I don't 
understand this." And Jesus says, "That which is born of spirit is spirit, that which is born
of flesh is flesh." Nicodemus is confused and there is that very famous verse, verse 16 of 
John 3 where Jesus makes it so simple, "For God so loved the world he gave his only 
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting 
life." The discourse continues and when you get to verse 36 of John 3, it says, "He who 
believes shall have life everlasting. He who does not, condemnation is already upon 
them." Thirty-six verses in continuum regarding salvation.

Then there is John 9, 41 verses about one man's testimony. One man's story. Now you 
want to think about it, just as far as one single unit, there are more verses dedicated to this
man's story than the seven days of creation. There are more verses dedicated to this man's
story than the greatest chapter we've got in Scripture regarding forgiveness in salvation. 
And understand, it's not about the quantity as much as I want you to notice what the Lord 
is saying is the priority he places on a personal testimony. It is so impactful what his story
is in our life that he dedicates an entire chapter to one man's story with this very simple 
explanation, "I used to be blind but now I can see." And when we talk about the power of
a personal testimony, the Lord puts priority on it. He dedicates 41 verses to exploring this
man before he met Jesus, what happened when he met Jesus, and what did he look like 
after he encountered Jesus in his life.

So, then, let's work forward a little bit more. What was the procedure that Jesus used? 
Now, the procedure by which he healed him was not mentioned in the text that I read 
today that was leading up to the response of these individuals that I want to focus on in 
just a moment. But here in John 9, Jesus takes the clay from the ground, places it upon 
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his eyes and then asked him to wash in the pool of Siloam, but there are a total of three 
individuals in Scripture that the Lord heals of their physical blindness. In chronological 
order you've got Mark 8, then you've got John 9, and then Luke 18. Now, I want to walk 
through these real briefly for a moment because I believe it sets up for us the importance 
of looking at our own testimony.

The first individual in Mark 8, this individual is blind, Jesus encounters him and when 
Jesus heals him, there is no clay involved, in fact, he spits upon his eyes. Now, more 
explicitly, the Bible says he spits on his hands, places his hands on his eyes, but the only 
medium other than the hands of Jesus is his own spit. The second person here in John 9, 
there is clay from the ground and the water from the pool of Siloam. And in Luke 18, you
have a man on the road to Jerusalem. By the way, most people believe that Mark 10, the 
story of Bartimaeus, is the name given to this person in Luke 18. On the road to Emmaus,
he cries out to Jesus, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" and Jesus speaks to him and he 
says, "May you have sight again." Just the simple spoken word.

Three different individuals all cured of the same problem three different ways, and I 
believe the importance of the procedure is twofold, and hear me out. Here's the first one: 
1. Jesus didn't do it the same way every time because if he did, we as humanity would be 
guilty of writing a book on how you can not be blind too, because we'd just go Step 1, 
Step 2, Step 3, Step 4, etc. In fact, can you imagine what it looked like when these three 
guys all met up together? I mean, you had the spitters, you had the washers, and you had 
the speakers. Have you thought about that for just a moment? Because one of them, he 
got spit on. By the way, I just would have loved to have been there to see that one. I 
mean, did Jesus give a big old... I mean, I don't know. I mean, what did it look like? Then
you've got the washers, the guy in the pool of Siloam, and then you've got just the 
speaking. And I think one of the reasons that Jesus did it three different ways – listen – is 
so we wouldn't get caught up in how he did it. And what we see in their lives, what we 
see in this guy's life in John 9, he never focused on the clay, he never focused on the 
water, all he said was, "I used to be blind but because of Jesus, now I can see." 

And the procedure gives us such an outline for a testimony. I want you to think about: all 
three of these men, one was spit upon, one washed, and the other was just spoken to, yet 
their testimony is all the same. All of them were blind and because of Jesus they all could
see. And it's real easy to look and say, "Well, they were in three different positions." No, 
no, no, they were all in the same position: they were all without the ability to see and 
because of Jesus now they can all see. And their testimony wasn't about the spit, their 
testimony wasn't about the clay or the water, their testimony wasn't even about the words,
it was about the fact that Jesus was the one who came into their life and changed it 
forever.

Now, what we see in the passage that we read today is not only kind of the differences 
there but the persons that it impacted. I want you to think about the people who are 
hearing this man's story in John 9. You've got the Pharisees. You've got the religious 
folks. These are the ones who have the right academic credentials. These are the ones 
who have the right standing in society. These are the individuals, they know the right 
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people, they're at the right places, they have the proper pedigree. They are educated. They
are the elite of their culture and do you see how his story messes them up? I mean, they 
can't handle it. I mean, they are throwing a fit about this guy. I mean, how many times, in
fact, the guy comes back and says, "Hey, you've already asked me this. If you ask it 
again, is this because you're interested in being his disciples?" Woo, they got upset. In 
fact, they threw him out of the synagogue. Then you've got his parents. His own parents 
roll him under the proverbial bus. Now have you thought about that for just a moment? I 
mean, those of us who have children in our home, those of us who have grandchildren, 
can you just get into the mind of those parents for just a moment? Don't you know that 
their entire life they had begged God for their son to be able to see? Their entire life, they 
had cried out to God, "Please, God, let his sight be restored! Please, let him be made 
whole!" And all of a sudden he's made whole and what do they do? They say, "Well, he's 
of age." Why? It says because they feared they would be thrown out of the synagogue. 
Then at the very end there's a group that come to Jesus and say, "Are we blind also?" I 
want you to notice today these person that are involved. You couldn't have three groups 
from three different backgrounds if you tried, yet all of them were impacted by the same 
testimony. What does this guy say? "I was blind but now I can see and it was Jesus who 
did it." 

And when we look at the persons that were impacted by his testimony, let's begin with 
the religious, those who had all the answers, those who had everything in the perfect 
order in the boxes of their life, and Jesus messes up religion, folks. He messes it up. 
Why? Because he healed this guy on the wrong day and in their opinion, in the wrong 
manner, and in their opinion, one who was not even worthy of the healing. What did he 
say? "I used to be blind, now I can see." The religious people, it impacted them. It 
changed their perspective. They were impacted because it flew in the face of everything 
that they had prescribed their life to look like.

Then are those of reputation like his parents. They were fearful that they might be 
removed from the synagogue. They were scared that if they side with their son, they will 
no longer have the social standing that they used to have; they'll no longer be as respected
as they were; they won't have the position that they used to have. You know, it's 
interesting, it's that group of people in culture and in society that unless you're the right 
person with the right message at the right time, usually they don't want to hear from you, 
but yet even this man's testimony impacted them.

You see, you have those in political and religious position, you have those that are 
concerned that those in the position will remove them from a position that they want to be
in, and yet one simple testimony has everybody's attention at one moment. Ah, but then 
there's the last group. Notice verse 40 here in John 9, it says, "and some of the Pharisees 
which were with him, they heard these word and they said unto him, Are we blind also?" 
So you talk about the persons that are impacted by a personal testimony, there are the 
religious ones who think they have all the answers and Jesus flies in the face of all that; 
there are those of reputation and social standing who don't want their perspective of their 
position messed up; but then there are the real seekers. They are the ones who are willing 
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to look past their upbringing, those that are willing to look past their personal position 
and just see Jesus for who he claims to be.

Notice that this individual didn't give a sermon. He didn't display skill in "Bible study." 
He didn't even sing a song. What did he do? It's real simple: he mentioned who he was 
before Jesus, blind; he mentioned who he was after Jesus, he could see and that it was 
Jesus that made it happen. Those with religious upbringings were confounded. Those 
who were concerned about their own personal reputation were impacted. And those who 
were seeking truth were willing to sit and listen. Why is it that the Lord would give 41 
verses about one blind man's testimony? It's because that's the power of a testimony. You 
see, you can argue the facts and you can debate opinion, but you cannot argue a changed 
life. You can say, "Well, my belief system says this and your belief system says that. 
Well, according to who I've read and according to who you've read." But when somebody
whose life was headed in one direction walks in and is headed the next, how do you argue
with that? You can't and when this man shows up in John 9, it doesn't matter their 
education, it doesn't matter their standing, it doesn't matter their abilities. All that matters 
is that one man's life completely changed by Jesus got everybody's attention and that can 
be your story too. 

Let's talk about the power of a personal testimony, that story of life before Jesus and now 
life after, and what I want to do based on John 9 is I want to take the stories that I've 
heard throughout the years and I think the stories that we see here in John 9, and I kind of
want to explore those for just a moment and see the power of a personal testimony. I 
believe we can categorize people's stories with Jesus into three main areas. There are 
what I call the religious stories; there are what I call the radical stories; and then what I 
call the routine. Now, just walk with me very systematically here and we'll get through 
this.

Let's begin with the religious. The religious testimonies are those that were adamant. I 
mean, they were, I mean, they were passionate about teachings, about beliefs, about 
concepts involving the ideas of God and eternity completely contrary to that of Jesus. 
And when those folks meet Jesus, I mean, it's a story everybody wants to hear, is it not? I 
mean, think about Nicodemus for just a moment. I alluded to him earlier. Here was a man
who Jesus called a master of Israel. Here's a man who Jesus gave a title, basically he said,
"You're the head theologian. Nobody knows more about your faith than you." Yet in John
7, Jesus is being ridiculed by these same Pharisees and Nicodemus shows up and says, 
"Guys, should we not hear him out?" And his own peers say, "Nicodemus, have you 
become one of his followers too?" Then in chapter 19, the Gospel of John, Nicodemus 
shows up again. This time Jesus has breathed his last breath. Joseph of Arimathea has 
provided a tomb. They're taking his body off of the cross. He has said, "Father, in your 
hands I commend my spirit," and guess who's there to handle, to touch, and to bury the 
body? Nicodemus. This man who was a leader of one faith now all of a sudden is 
handling the body of the Messiah of another.

Wow, what a change of direction. Those of you that were here last week, you got to hear 
Dr. Claude King give the testimony of a man who he had the privilege of meeting in 
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Africa some time ago. A man who grew up and became a Muslim cleric, basically he was
a Muslim preacher. He taught the Koran. He preached the Koran. He advocated for the 
teachings of what we know as Islam and Mohammed but four years ago, four years ago 
he met Jesus. Four years ago he put the Koran down and he picked up the Bible. Four 
years ago he walked away from Mohammed and he walked toward Jesus. And in four 
years this man was at some level responsible for over 100 churches being established to 
proclaim and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. When we hear those stories whether 
they're stories laid out in Scripture or whether they're stories that we heard just a few days
ago, they are riveting. I mean, you hear of somebody walking in one direction, now 
they're walking in the other. They are proclaiming one faith, now they're proclaiming 
Jesus. And when we hear those stories and we hear those testimonies, our eyes open up 
and we think, "Wow, what a story!"

But then there's the radical testimony. There are those stories of those individuals whose 
lives were so contrary to the things of God that when they met Jesus, everybody knew. In
fact, as you begin to look through the Scriptures, how about the woman at the well? 
Here's a woman who had had five husbands, living with a sixth man who was not her 
husband but when she met Jesus, it changed everything.

How about the other characters in Scripture who the Bible says, "Why would you eat 
with sinners like Zaccheus?" The man who climbed up in the sycamore tree who just 
wanted a little bit of Jesus' attention? Jesus says, "Today in your house, I will have a meal
with you." The Pharisees, the religious people, they show up and they say, "Why would 
you eat with sinners?" Zaccheus stands up and he says, "I have stolen from everybody." 
He was a pawn of the Roman government and he said, "And because I have stolen from 
everybody, I will repay them four times what I took." And Jesus stands up there in Luke 
19 and he says, "Salvation has come to this house for I came to seek and to save that 
which was lost."

Probably the most radical testimony we have in Scripture is the Apostle Paul. Have you 
ever thought about his testimony? He used to be Saul. He was religious, yes, but it was 
radical in the sense what was his job? His job was to exterminate, eliminate, to kill those 
who claimed to follow Jesus. He's on the road to Damascus, you know the story, the 
bright light, he falls to the ground and he's blind for three days, he wakes up and next 
week he's preaching Jesus. That is a radical testimony.

Now in contemporary days, there are those who are bound in addiction. There are those 
that were struggling with life and their attitudes and their actions and their words were so 
contrary to the things of God but they met Jesus. I could tell you story after story after 
story of people addicted to substance, violent in nature, struggling with every aspect of 
life, but when they got on their knees and confessed Jesus, they got up changed, they got 
up different and everybody noticed. 

You see, sometimes it's that religious testimony, sometimes it's a radical testimony, but 
what about the routine? What about the folks who didn't grow up following a "false faith"
religiously? What about those who weren't pulled out of the "ditch" of life? What about 
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those as in verse 41 when it says, "and some of them came"? The routine, that person 
who maybe is much like me. You see, I did not grow up in a home advocating something 
contrary to Christianity. I didn't grow up in a home thankfully of addiction and struggling
with those natures. In fact, I will tell you, I did grow up with a drug problem, I was drug 
to church every time the doors were open. I had a drug problem growing up. My old joke 
is I was in the church nine months longer than I've been alive. In fact, those of you who 
are with us on a regular basis, you may notice today that I'm preaching from a very 
different Bible than I normally preach from. It's a little bit bigger, a different color, it's 
hardback. Maybe some of you have noticed that. It looks a little different. There's a 
reason that I'm preaching from this Bible today, this is the Bible that my church presented
to me when I was in first grade when we stood up in front of the church and they lined us 
all up and they presented us a Bible. In fact, today after our third service, we're going to 
be doing this in the children's room. We have almost 250 people today, both kids and 
parents and grandparents who are coming for basically the same type of opportunity, to 
give these young people a copy of God's word from their parents. 

You see, this Bible that I'm preaching from today is more than just an heirloom, it's really
a symbol of my testimony. I don't remember a time where I didn't hear the name Jesus. I 
don't remember a time where I wasn't a part of "a church" environment. But I'll tell you 
what I'll never forget, I'll never forget I was just a few months shy of 8 years of age and 
the light bulb turned on. All the stories that I had heard, all the Bible verses that I had 
memorized like Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God," 
Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord," Romans 5:8, "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." The 
light bulb came on and I realized something: I was lost. I realized I desperately needed 
Jesus and as a second grader who had never followed a false faith, who had never been 
part of an addictive lifestyle, I got down on my knees and I asked Jesus to forgive me and
save me.

Now, your story probably lines up in one of those three categories and I'm going to take a
shot in the dark here and say in this context, in this environment today, most of your 
stories probably sound more like my story than the others. Now I know there are those 
who come from a radical testimony, those who even come from a religious testimony, but
I think the thing that's important for us to understand today is that there is no routine 
testimony. What was with this guy that was blind? Was he partially blind, almost could 
see? The guy was blind. He said, "I used to be blind, now I can see and the only 
difference is Jesus." And what we need to understand today is this: there are no degrees 
of lostness and there are no degrees of saved. You're either lost or you're found. You're 
either blind spiritually or you can see spiritually and the only one that makes the 
difference is Jesus.

I've heard so many people say, "Well, preacher, I kind of grew up in a Christian home 
and, yeah, I've believed for a long time but I really don't have a story." Yes, you do! 
Because if there was a time in your life where you realized you had sinned, you had 
messed up, and you cried out to Jesus, do you realize you were no less lost than the addict
that I described earlier? No less lost than the individual that was referenced to in last 
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week's message? We need to understand that lost is lost and found is found and every one
of us who has had an encounter with Jesus has a testimony that changes everything. You 
see, we can discuss the facts and we can talk about this opinion and that opinion, but 
what you cannot argue is the power of a changed life.

Now for some of you today, you're saying, "Well, pastor, my story is kind of like your 
story and when I tell my story, it doesn't sound real impressive." Well, let me give you a 
little hint on how to tell your story, then. Here's what I've started sharing about my story: 
Jesus didn't pull me out of the ditch, he kept me from falling in. Folks, that's a radical 
testimony. That's the power of what Jesus can do in our lives. Not only can he pull us out 
of the sin of life, he can keep us from the sin of life and in John 9, one man, all he says is,
"I used to be blind but now I can see," and it changed everyone around him. Folks, we 
have the opportunity through a relationship with Jesus Christ to exhibit the same power 
and the same story because before we met Jesus, we were lost, once we meet Jesus, we 
are found and that story impacted all of these folks and if that's your story, it can impact 
people as well.

Let's pray with our heads bowed, our eyes closed. You know, maybe today when we talk 
about these stories, maybe you've realized that you don't have that story. No matter what 
your background is, no matter what your upbringing is, you don't have the story of BC 
and AC, before Christ and after Christ. And it doesn't matter today if you come from 
another religious background, it doesn't matter if you've come ravaged with the chains of 
brokenness and addiction, or if today you just kind of walked into a church like you've 
always done your whole life, lost is lost, and maybe today is that day where you're found 
by Jesus. Maybe today is that day where the testimony is realized because of the person 
of Jesus Christ. Here's the great news: in order to have that testimony, in order to have 
that story, you don't have to sign up for a bunch of classes, you don't have to jump 
through a bunch of hoops, you don't have to check a bunch of boxes, you just need to 
have a very serious conversation with the Lord. You don't have to have this conversation 
out loud, in fact, you don't even have to say the same words that I would say. It's kind of 
like the three blind men, it all looked a little different but it was the same Jesus. But 
maybe your conversation would sound a little something like this. "God, today I just want
to come and be honest with you. I just want to be transparent. God, I realize today for the 
first time, God, that the light bulb has come on. Lord, I have sinned. I have messed up. 
Lord, I've done things I should never have done. I've said things I should have never said.
And I surely have thought things I never should have thought. And no matter what 
anybody else thinks about what I have or have not done, God, today I want to 
acknowledge I have sinned before you and that I believe that only Jesus Christ has the 
ability and the power to forgive me. So God, today I believe, I believe that Jesus is the 
answer. I believe that he was born on my behalf. I believe he lived a sinless life on my 
behalf. I believe that Jesus went to the cross on my behalf and he rose from the dead so I 
could be forgiven and I could be saved. Today God, I don't have all the answers to all the 
world's problems but I know Jesus is the answer to my sin problem. In the best way I 
know how, I'm asking you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me and I just want to 
turn my life over to you."
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With our eyes still closed and our heads still bowed, if that's the conversation you had 
with God this morning, I've got news for you: you now have a testimony. You have a 
story of who you were before you met Jesus and who you're going to be now after you've 
met Jesus and we want to celebrate with you. We'd love the opportunity to have a 
conversation with you. Or maybe you're that person today that that's already taken place 
and maybe like you witnessed in this service, maybe you need to follow in believer's 
baptism or maybe you're that person or that couple or that family that said, "I need to get 
rooted in a church like this." We want to encourage you, we want to celebrate with you. 
We'd love to have a conversation with you. The important thing is whatever the Lord has 
laid upon your heart, that you just respond appropriately.

Let's pray together.

Lord, as we come to this time, Lord, thank you that you've spoken. Lord, thank you that 
we've had the opportunity to be challenged, we've had the opportunity to be convicted of 
the impact that you can and you should have in our lives. And God, I do pray at this time 
that if we need to "do business" with you, we would. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask that you'll stand with me as our team leads us. Any decision, I'll be here 
at the front.
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