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A Life That Pleases God 
Hebrews 13:1-25 

So What? 

 “What?”, “So What?”, “Now What?” 

 Hebrews 1-12: the superiority and supremacy of Jesus 

 Hebrews 13: how we must live in light of all this truth 

 True faith demands true living 

Evangelism 

 Hebrews 13 may be one of the most concentrated and 

concise chapters on evangelism in Scripture 

 if you put the things Hebrews 13 calls us to do into 

practice, you will be well on your way to being the kind 

of salt and light Jesus calls us to be 

 before you can win a hearing to share the facts of faith, 

you need to be known as a person who walks the walk,  

not just someone who talks the talk 

 In the 1st century, the faithful lifestyles of early Christians 

served as a rebuke in the midst of the immoral society in 

which they lived 

 Andrew Maclaren: “The world takes its notion of God most 

of all from those who say they belong to God’s family. They 

read us a great deal more than they read the Bible. They see 

us; they only hear about Jesus Christ.”  

Ethics 

 Hebrews 13 is an essential summary of practical, Christian 

ethics 

 Ethics = standards of conduct or behavior that spring from 

moral judgment 

 depends on having a standard of right and wrong 

 there are no ethics without doctrine 

 John MacArthur: “Trying to throw away doctrine while 

keeping ethics is like trying to keep your house intact 

while taking out the foundation.”  

 The ethical standards of Hebrews 13 apply to all Christians 

at all times in every culture 

A Few Specifics 

 Let brotherly love continue (v. 1) 

 toward one another (v. 1) 

 toward perfect strangers (v. 2) 

 toward those who are in prison (v. 3) 

  



 supernatural, God-given, Christ-exalting love 

 such love is not self-created or self-generated 

 caring for others more than we care for ourselves 

 Let marriage be held in honor among all and let the 

marriage bed be undefiled (v. 4) 

 God honors marriage by establishing it 

 Jesus honors marriage by performing His first miracle at 

a wedding 

 the Holy Spirit honors marriage by using it as a picture to 

describe the nature of the church 

 we honor marriage by following God’s design and His 

prescription for how marriage is to be put into practice 

and lived out 

 one man, one woman, life-long commitment 

 Biblical roles for husbands and wives (Eph 5:22-23) 

 God is serious about sexual purity [any sex outside of 

marriage is illicit sex, and it will be judged (Eph 5:6-8)] 

 the greatest threats to marriage come from within the 

church 

 Be content with what you have (v. 5) 

 guard your heart against coveting or desiring what 

someone else has [coveting = idolatry (Col 3:5)] 

 if we have the Lord, we have everything we need 

 Jesus will not change, He will never leave/ forsake us 

 Continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God (v. 15) 

 offer yourself to God daily as a living sacrifice 

 put your love for God into action through heartfelt 

obedience to His commands 

 In all our behavior Jesus Christ is our supreme example 

Personal Application 

1. How much of Christ can others see in your life? Are there 

ways in which Jesus’ life of love could shine more brightly 

in and through you? at home? at work? 

2. Read through Hebrews 13 again, noting the many 

commands and action items we are given. Which ones are 

most challenging for you at this season of life? What can 

you learn from Jesus’ life and example that will help you 

grow in your ability to obey Him in these areas? 

3. In what ways do you hold to and honor the Biblical model 

of marriage? Are there any ways in which you have 

allowed the world to squeeze you into its way of thinking 

about sexuality and marriage? 

4. Would you describe yourself as a contented person? If not, 

what needs to change in your attitude to help you overcome 

the idolatry of coveting or the sin of loving money? How 

does knowing the unchanging nature of Jesus help battle 

discontentment? 

5. Verse 15 tells us to “continually offer up a sacrifice of 

praise to God.” How are you putting your love for God into 

action? 


