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Scripture Reading:    Acts 7:  

“7 Then the high priest said, “Are these things so?”  2 And [Stephen]  said, “Brethren and fathers, listen:  

The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 

Haran, 3 and said to him, ‘Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will 

show you.’ 4 Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when 

his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell. 5 And God gave him no 

inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. But even when Abraham had no child, He promised 

to give it to him for a possession, and to his descendants after him. 6 But God spoke in this way: that his 

descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and that they would bring them into bondage and oppress 

them four hundred years. 7 ‘And the nation to whom they will be in bondage I will judge,’ said God,  

‘and after that they shall come out and serve Me in this place.’ 8 Then He gave him the covenant of 

circumcision; and so Abraham begot Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot 

Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve patriarchs.  9 “And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into 

Egypt. But God was with him 10 and delivered him out of all his troubles, and gave him favor and 

wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his 

house. 11 Now a famine and great trouble came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers 

found no sustenance. 12 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers 

first. 13 And the second time Joseph was made known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family became 

known to the Pharaoh. 14 Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob and all his relatives to him, 

seventy-five people.  15 So Jacob went down to Egypt; and he died, he and our fathers. 16 And they were 

carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of 

Hamor, the father of Shechem. 17 “But when the time of the promise drew near which God had sworn to 

Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt 18 till another king arose who did not know Joseph.” 

"Stephen Preaches About Joseph” 
As I mentioned two weeks ago, we are about to begin our journey through the life of Joseph here in 

Genesis!  Next week I will be preaching in Springfield Missouri after having the blessing of participating 

in the marriage of John Pekarek to Heidi Peterson, so I wanted to use today’s message to sort of step 

back and review where we have come in the Book of Beginnings and see where we are going. 

 I trust we will see the importance of the life and work of Joseph and also grow in our love & 

appreciation for God’s Word in our lives! 

I chose as my text for this morning the beginning of the great sermon that Deacon Stephen gave in front 

of the Sanhedrin before he became the first martyr in the New Testament Church. 

 Jesus warned these same religious leaders during His ministry that they were missing the whole 

point of the Old Testament Scripture because they all pointed to the work of Jesus! 

In John chapter five we have the man healed near the pool in Jerusalem and some angry Pharisees 

because Jesus did so on the Sabbath. The explanation that Jesus gives does not please them… 

John 5:17 “But Jesus answered them, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been 

working.”  18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, 

but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”  

Jesus responds by sharing the Good News that He is bringing: 

John 5:  “24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 25 Most assuredly, 
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I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and 

those who hear will live.” 

These leaders of Israel should have related what Jesus said there to the account of the dry bones given 

long ago by the Prophet Ezekiel… 

 But as Jesus would soon point out they did not understand what was given by God in the Old 

Testament. 

Jesus goes on to explain how His hour has come and the various witnesses that have been given to 

confirm His work and then He pointedly says to them: 

John 5: “37 And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice 

at any time, nor seen His form. 38 But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, 

Him you do not believe. 39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and 

these are they which testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.  41 “I 

do not receive honor from men. 42 But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.  43 

 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him 

you will receive.  [Certainly what we see today w/ any “new” thing but Jesus!]  

44 How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from 

the only God? 45 Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you—

Moses, in whom you trust. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. 

47 But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” 

And of course that brings us right back to the text that I read where we see Stephen confronting those 

same leaders more specifically with the writings of Moses who gave the early history of Israel! 

And before we consider what Stephen shared I want to also visit another very familiar passage to remind 
us that it is not just the proud religious leaders who can have this problem, but even the followers of Jesus!  

 And yes that could even be us! 

We go to the first Easter morning where Jesus has been raised from the dead and His followers have been 

thrown into chaos. 

 I know this is very familiar territory, but it is oh so important for us to remember and to teach to 

our covenant children by instruction AND by example! 

So at the very moment of the greatest moment in human history, two of the disciples of Jesus just throw 
up their hands and leave Jerusalem!  They are journeying to Emmaus and the risen Jesus is very patient with them 

& comes along side to help them.  Just as He did with the woman at the well, He begins with a conversation: 

Luke 24:  “17 And [Jesus] said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one 

another as you walk and are sad?”  18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, 

“Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in 

these days?”  19 And He said to them, “What things?”  So they said to Him, “The things concerning 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and 

how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. 21 But 

we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.” 

 A reminder that having the right view of future events can be very important! 

“Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. 22 Yes, and certain women of 

our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. 23 When they did not find His body, they 

came saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 And certain of those who 

were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.” 
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25 Then [Jesus] said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And 

beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning Himself.” 

 It is important to note that the Spirit of God chose not to record a single word of what Jesus 

expounded there from the Old Testament!  

We could say, well He would have saved a lot of debates in the Church or made it more clear if His 

Words were recorded for us!   

[mention the debate point about more proof] 

I would argue that had the specifics that Jesus shared been given, those would be the focus of all we 

would see in the Old Testament… 

 However, we have been given the challenge to search out such treasures & for almost two 

thousand years people have been discovering more and more about Jesus, both individually and 

collectively.  [children & treasure hunts : Wisdom as gold & silver in Proverbs!] 

This is what makes the Bible come alive for those who are in Christ!  Michael Reeves drives this point 

home powerfully in his book, Delighting in the Trinity:  

“Clearly, Jesus believed that it is quite possible to study the Scriptures diligently and entirely miss their 

point, which is to proclaim Him so that readers might come to Him for Life.  It all dramatically affects 

why we open the Bible.  We can open our Bibles for all sorts of odd reasons – as a religious duty, an 

attempt to earn God’s favor, or thinking that it serves as a moral self-help guide, a manual of handy tips 

for effective religious lives.  That idea is actually one main reason so many feel discouraged in their Bible-

reading.  Hoping to find quick lessons for how they should spend today, people find instead a genealogy, 

or a list of various sacrifices.  And how could page after page of histories, descriptions of the temple, 

instructions to priest, affect how I rest, work and pray today?  But when you see that Christ is the subject 

of all the Scriptures, that He is the Word, the Lord, the Son who reveals His Father, the promised Hope, 

the true Temple, the true sacrifice, the great High Priest, the ultimate King, then you can read, not so 

much asking “What does this mean for me right now? But “What do I learn here of Christ?”  Knowing 

that the Bible is about Him and not me means that, instead of reading the Bible obsessing about me, I can 

gaze on him.  And as through the pages you get caught up in the wonder of his story, you find your heart 
strangely pounding for Him in a way you never would have if you had treated the Bible as a book about you.” 

This was an important lesson that Jesus taught those disciples on the road to Emmaus and it was a lesson 

that Stephen had learned well, because when challenged by the Pharisees he is able to turn to that witness 

of Moses which Jesus reminded them of and of course that witness is about Jesus! 

This is important for us at this juncture of Genesis because we have one of those long histories given in 

chapter 36 and then we begin the story of Joseph.  And then with the exception of a strange bit of history 

about Judah, Joseph will be at the center until the very end of Genesis. 

 I believe this is why Stephen makes Joseph such a major part of the history that he recalls for 

those religious leaders who should have known those accounts very well. 

Stephen introduces Abraham as the Father of the Jews, but then quickly reminds them of a part of God’s 

promise that was easy to overlook: 

Acts 7: “6 But God spoke in this way: that [Abraham’s] descendants would dwell in a foreign land, and 

that they would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred years. 7 ‘And the nation to 

whom they will be in bondage I will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall come out and serve Me in 

this place.’  
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There we see the importance of the story of Joseph…   

 God said His people would spend 400 years in Egypt and Joseph would be His chosen instrument 

to bring them there and to protect them and prosper them. 

Stephen then briefly outlines what we will spend many weeks studying in the coming months: 

9 “And the patriarchs, becoming envious, sold Joseph into Egypt. But God was with him 10 and delivered 

him out of all his troubles, and gave him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt;  

and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. 11 Now a famine and great trouble came over 

all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no sustenance. 12 But when Jacob heard that 

there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. 13 And the second time Joseph was made known to 

his brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to the Pharaoh. 14 Then Joseph sent and called his 

father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five people. 15 So Jacob went down to Egypt; and he 

died, he and our fathers. 16 And they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that Abraham 

bought for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem.  17 “But when the time of the 

promise drew near which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt 18 till 

another king arose who did not know Joseph.” 

 So we will strive to see Jesus as Stephen did before his hostile crowd and as we do I think there will be 

many lessons that will help us understand more about some very familiar truths that we come across in 

the Scriptures.  We often talk about the flow of history and how God is telling his story.  Here in Genesis 

we see God giving all the details about the sons and kings and nations that come from Esau which could 

bore us or remind us that God knows & cares about ALL the details of history! [homework?] 

It should remind us of the coming fulfillment of the images and promises given here in Genesis:  

Remember Elam in the travels of Israel in the wilderness where 12 springs watered 70 palm trees!   

 Of course we are to see this as a foretaste of the Great Commission where Jesus, the true Israel 

and water of life, will disciple all the nations of the earth! 

Surely the life of Joseph will teach us a very practical application of the promise we love from Romans 8 

where all things work together for the good of those called according to His purpose.  The trials of Joseph 

and his responses will remind us again that we are to be anxious for nothing because even the rough spots 

in our lives are a part of God’s purposes and plans. 

 And of course as we see Joseph as the Savior of his father & extended family we will see Jesus as 

we should! 

We learn there in Acts about the hardness of man’s heart because even after resurrection here is how 

those proud religious leaders responded to the Good News…  Which of course is what Stephen has been 

arrested for sharing & defending! 

Acts 7: “54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their 

teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God!”  57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran 

at him with one accord; 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 

their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God 

and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” 

Now I am sure that none of us want to sign up for stoning, but it does still come under the “all things” 

that work together for good:   
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 After all, Stephen and John are the only two NT Saints that we know of who were able to see Jesus 

at the Right-hand of the Father while still here on earth! 

 And of course the Lord greatly used the death of Stephen when the Saints then scattered taking 

the Good News to all parts of the world! 

And as we have seen, Stephen was very familiar with the account of Joseph and thus he could face this 

cruel act with a quiet spirit and even ask for their forgiveness because as he knew from the life of Joseph, 

what they intended for evil God meant for good! 

As we read in Genesis 50: “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order 

to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.” 

When I return in two weeks we will begin to consider the life of Joseph in detail and Lord willing it will 

be a blessing to all of us, it will teach us more about Jesus and it will encourage us to remember and pass 

along the faith of our fathers! 

 

 

Communion Meditation:   Psalm 34 

“I will bless the LORD at all times; 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul shall make its boast in the LORD; 

The humble shall hear of it and be glad. 
3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 

And let us exalt His name together. 

4 I sought the LORD, and He heard me, 

And delivered me from all my fears. 
5 They looked to Him and were radiant, 

And their faces were not ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried out, and the LORD heard him, 

And saved him out of all his troubles. 
7 The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him,  And delivers them. 

8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; 

Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

 


