
18:1-11 How to Meet Trials 

Series: Who is Jesus, the Christ? 

Reading –   John 18:1-11    18 September, 2016 
As we finish with Jesus in the upper room, we might think that we have finished with His teaching.  It was here 

that He had shared His heart with the disciples.  As John 13:1 says “He loved them to the end...”  He had washed 

their feet and taught them about true leadership. He had dealt with Judas, Peter, and the coming failure of the 

disciples.  He had given them a new commandment that was to be a sign to a watching world: to love one another.  

He had instructed them that true love would keep His commandments.  He had told them of what He was going to 

do for them, of the coming comforter and the home that He was going to prepare for them.  He had given them the 

illustration of the vine, with its rich explanation of how to live a fruitful life.  Abide in Him, with His words in you 

and you will bear much fruit, for the glory of God.  Lastly He had prayed for them, that they would know God, be 

kept by God, and be one in God knowing God's love for them through Him.  As we leave this rich time of teaching, 

we might be tempted to think, “Well, it's over, not much more here, just dry historical facts….”  Not so.  2 Timothy 

3:16 says that “All scripture … is profitable,” so let’s take some time to look at what we can learn from this.  I 

believe it can be used as a pattern of how to meet trials, and we all have trials. 

 

 1
st
 thing…  You will not be ready unless you are living ready now.  Doing God's will here and now. 

◦ Acts 20:18-28 “
18

 And when they had come to him, he said to them: You know, from the first day that I 

came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 
19

 serving the Lord with all humility, with 

many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; 
20

 how I kept back nothing that 

was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, 
21

 testifying to 

Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
22

 And see, 

now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, 
23

 except 

that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 
24

 But none of 

these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and 

the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 
25

 And 

indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my 

face no more. 
26

 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 
27

 For I 

have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 
28

 Therefore take heed to yourselves and 

to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
 

which He purchased with His own blood.” 

▪ Public and private declaration of the whole counsel of God's Word of the Gospel.  Good and bad, 

blessings and curses, openly declared with love. 

▪ Wall – Unity, common knowledge of God, true christians standing in love supporting one another, 

surrounded by one another. 

 Ezekiel 13:1-8 “
1
 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

2
 Son of man, prophesy 

against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy out of their own 

heart, Hear the word of the LORD! 
3
 Thus says the Lord GOD: Woe to the foolish prophets, 

who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing! 
4
 O Israel, your prophets are like foxes in the 

deserts. 
5
 You have not gone up into the gaps to build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in 

battle on the day of the LORD. 
6
 They have envisioned futility and false divination, saying, Thus 

says the LORD! But the LORD has not sent them; yet they hope that the word may be 

confirmed. 
7
 Have you not seen a futile vision, and have you not spoken false divination? You 

say, The LORD says, but I have not spoken. 
8
 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you 

have spoken nonsense and envisioned lies, therefore I am indeed against you, says the Lord 

GOD." 

 Hebrews 10:23-25 “
23

 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful. 
24

 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
25

 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting 

one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 Deuteronomy  6:3-7 “
3
 Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well 



with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised 

you--a land flowing with milk and honey. 
4
 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 

one! 
5
 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 

your strength. 
6
 And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 

7
 You shall 

teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 

when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.” 

 Matthew 4:2-4  
“2

 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was 

hungry. 
3
 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, If You are the Son of God, command 

that these stones become bread. 
4
 But He answered and said, "It is written, Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

 Right with God 

◦ John 14:30-31 “
30

 I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has 

nothing in Me. 
31

 But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me 

commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here.” 

 Vs. 18:1-2 Prayer – Matthew, Mark and Luke – The humanity of Jesus.  He had flesh, He partook of our 

flesh to pay the price for our sins, so He was tired, He hurt…yet without sin.  (notice He didn't fear? 

Worry?) 

◦ Luke 22:39 “Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples 

also followed Him.”  John 18:2 ...for Jesus often met there with His disciples. Quiet place & quiet time. 

Often! 

◦ Luke 22:40 “When He came to the place, He said to them, Pray that you may not enter into 

temptation."  Matthew 26:41 “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is 

willing, but the flesh is weak."  – Our problem is our flesh! –  

◦ Luke 22:42-44 “
42

 saying, Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My 

will, but Yours, be done. 
43

 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him.  
44

 And 

being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling 

down to the ground.” 

▪ What was the strength for?  Both, but it manifested itself in great earnestness in Prayer first!  Having 

strength didn't change His dependence on God! 

 Vs. 3-4  Opposition is a given when within God's will – Going forward is the way to victory.  

◦ Matthew 10:33-37 “
33

 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who 

is in heaven. 
34

 Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a 

sword. 
35

 For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-

in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36

 and a man's enemies will be those of his own  household. 
37

 He who 

loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than 

Me is not worthy of Me.” 

◦ Teaching for the coming opposition!  (building a wall!) Ezekiel 13:5 “You have not gone up into the 

gaps to build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the LORD.” 

◦ Ephesians 6:10-13 “
10

 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 
11

 Put 

on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12

 For we do not 

wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
13

 Therefore take up 

the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand.” 

 Vs. 5-7 Bold confession – 2 Marks of Reality 1.) obedience Matthew 7  2.) Testimony of Jesus Christ 

◦ Romans 10:9-11 “
9
 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 

God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10

 For with the heart one believes unto 

righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
11

 For the Scripture says, Whoever 

believes on Him will not be put to shame." 

◦ Rev 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and 



they did not love their lives to the death.” 

◦ Rev 12:17 “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her 

offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  Marks of 

reality!!!  

▪ (Mat 7:21-23) “
21

 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
22

 Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 

we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 

name? 
23

 And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!”  Miracles make no difference... 

◦ Philippians 2:10-11 “
10

 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of 

those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
11

 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

◦ Honored by God 

 Vs. 8-11 Didn't lose focus – Knew why He was here on the earth.  Rested in the sovereignty of God! 

◦ Psalm 33:16-20 “
16

 No king is saved by the multitude of an army; A mighty man is not delivered by 

great strength. 
17

 A horse is a vain hope for safety; Neither shall it deliver any by its great strength. 
18

 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His mercy, 
19

 To deliver 

their soul from death, And to keep them alive in famine. 
20

 Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help 

and our shield.” 

◦ Luke 22:36-38  “
36

 Then He said to them, But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and 

likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. 
37

 For I say to you 

that this which is written must still be accomplished in Me: And He was numbered with the 

transgressors. For the things concerning Me have an end. 
38

 So they said, Lord, look, here are two 

swords. And He said to them, It is enough." 

▪ Matthew 10 sending of the twelve apostles to the Jews, no money, no two coats… Not to fear, but 

boldly confess Christ. 

▪ Matthew 26:52-54 “
52

 But Jesus said to him, Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword 

will perish
 
by the sword. 

53
 Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will 

provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels? 
54

 How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, 

that it must happen thus?" 

 
  

As we close there is a need to apply this lesson to ourselves.  Are we living the life Christ gave us to live?  Are we 

always teaching and telling other about Him in Church and in our families with hearts of love?  Are we in prayer to 

the God who can help us regularly by asking for strength, for wisdom, for leading?  Do we look for His will and 

the embrace it, going forward, trusting in Him, and remembering who is on our side?  I hope so.  We have been 

given a task. It isn't a chilling task, but a wonderful task, to build a wall.  Opposition is going to come to the 

Christian, but God has called us to build.  It will stand if it is built right.  That is the encouragement.  Don't fear, 

don't hesitate, build the wall.  Build on the right foundation, with tempered mortar out of the word of God and 

watch the wave beat on it and break without damaging the wall.  May God help us to build. 


