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This morning you may be here as a first time guest or a long term member or attender and
I've got some news for you: today is not one of those messages from the word of God that
we want to hear but oftentimes it's like one of those messages that we need to hear. So as 
we prepare to hear from the word of God today, I thought what we'd do is just take a 
moment just to pray. Now in just a moment it's going to be eerily quiet in this room and 
we live in a world today where there is not a whole lot of stillness and quietness and it's 
only going to be about 10 or 15 seconds but it might feel like about 10 or 15 minutes. 
Here's what I'm going to ask you to do, I'm going to ask you just to pray that God would 
prepare your heart for the message today. It's a difficult pill to swallow but it's a 
necessary one. So let's pray together in silence and then I'll close this.

Lord, there are many in this room who would testify to you that it was the difficult issues 
and struggles in life that at the end they saw you more clearly than before. So, Lord, as 
we prepare to study one of the more difficult passages in your word, Lord, we know it's a 
passage we don't want to talk about, we don't want to spend time on but, God, we confess
in advance we need this word today. We need to be challenged. God, we need you to 
convict our hearts through your word today so prepare us. Lord, prepare us that in a few
moments when we depart from these grounds that because of the hearing of your word, 
we would not be the same as when we arrived. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.

I want to encourage you this morning to open your Bibles to the book of 1 John 2. As 
you're turning to 1 John 2, we're going to find ourselves today in just three very simple 
verses, verses 15 through 17, as we continue a study through what or at least 
investigating the concept of Authentic Christianity. Not what the world says a Christian 
should be, not what opinion polls say, what does the word of God say? And today as we 
come to 1 John 2, we're going to be confronted with a commandment. The Lord is not 
going to give us a suggestion, he's not going to give us, "Well, if it's convenient for you," 
he's going to give us a commandment of what needs to, as we're going to see in a 
moment, not be a part of our lives. Then we're going to go to the book of Genesis 3. In 
fact, in a few moments we're going to be at the beginning of the Bible because we're 
going to do a little case study. We're going to discover today that the issue we're going to 
deal with is not a "your family" problem or "this generation" problem, it is a "humanity 
problem." So we're going to go back into Genesis 3, then we're going to go into Matthew 
4 and see what is the cure for the struggle that we have. So today may feel more like a 
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Bible study than it does a sermon. We're going to begin in 1 John 2, we're going to move 
to Genesis 3, and then we're going to conclude in Matthew 4.

So as we turn to 1 John 2, beginning in verse 15, a very clear commandment from God. It
says, 

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof: but he that does the will of God abideth for ever. 

Now in these three what appear to be simple verses, God gives us an incredibly clear 
commandment. He doesn't beat around the bush. He doesn't give vague suggestions. He 
says, "Love not the world." But we need to make a distinction because some of you, the 
wheels are turning and you're thinking, "Okay, the Bible says 'love not the world' but 
didn't it say in John 3:16 'For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whosever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life'?" So at times 
we need to draw this distinction: why does the Bible say 'for God so loved the world' yet 
here in 1 John 2:15 it says 'do not love the world'? 

I think Jesus summarized this distinction most succinctly in John 17. We find ourselves 
on the eve of his crucifixion, we find ourselves just hours before he would be marched up
to what we know as Golgotha and there in John 17, we have recorded from the garden of 
Gethsemane as Peter, James and John were asleep on the wayside, we have the recorded 
words of the prayer of Jesus. Now, I know tradition says that in the Gospel of Matthew, 
Mark and Luke and what we know as the Sermon on the Mount, we have what we call 
the "Lord's prayer," however when you begin to study those passages of Scripture, the 
disciples came to Jesus and said, "Teach us how to pray," and he said, "When you pray." 
And don't we call it the Lord's prayer? In John 17, this is really the prayer of the Lord. 
These are his words and in verse 9, Jesus makes this prayer request to his Father, he says,
"Father, I pray not for the world, but for those whom you have given me."

Now, the distinction that Jesus made, the distinction we need to make is there is a 
difference between the world as far as the sphere of humanity and the world as far as the 
material, the cosmos, for lack of better terms. The world system. The world order. So 
when it says here, "Love not the world," it's not speaking of humanity for a few verses 
earlier it says, "If you don't love your brother, how can you say the love of the Father is in
you?" So there needs to be a distinction between the world as far as the human realm and 
the world as far as the material tangible realm and that's what's it's saying here in this 
commandment, "Love not the world."

But that's a broad subject. Okay, fine, there is so much out there, how do we describe 
this? Well, I think Jesus again helps us out. The book of Matthew 6, Sermon on the 
Mount, verses 19 and 20 when he says, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures which moth 
can eat, rust can destroy, or thieves can break in and steal." So when it says, "Love not 
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the world, neither the things of the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the 
pride of life," I think Jesus helps us out by saying, "If moth can eat it, if rust can destroy 
it or a thief can come in and steal it, that is a part of the world order, the world system." 
The last time I checked, that pretty much sums up everything outside of humanity on this 
planet known as earth that we live on. So when it says, "Love not the world," the 
description is: anything that can be destroyed, wear out or fade away.

You know, it's interesting that passage of Scripture in the Sermon on the Mount where 
Jesus talks about laying up our treasures, I think oftentimes and I don't think we mean ill 
by it but we misquote it. How many times have you heard somebody, maybe even 
yourself, make this statement, "Where your heart is, that's where your treasure will be." 
That's not what Jesus said. Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, that's where your heart 
will be." So when he made the statement, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures which 
moth can eat, rust can destroy or thieves can break in and steal," he says, "When we put 
our resources, when we put our finances, when we put our time and energy into the 
'world system' what ends up happening is it gets our heart."

You know, it's interesting that when we give to the Lord, when we serve the Lord, when 
we put him as the Bible calls "the firstfruits in our life," when we give to him first, our 
heart naturally follows and that's what 1 John 2:15-17 is trying to communicate to us. 
When it says, "Love not the world, neither the things of the world," we should not put our
affection, our time and our energy, in fact, Matthew 6:33, Jesus said, "Seek first the 
kingdom of God and all these things will be added unto you." In other words, we need to 
get our priorities in the right order. 

What happens though is oftentimes a deception creeps in. We get easily deceived. Why? 
Because this old world, as we're going to see in just a moment, it is appealing, it is 
enticing, it is very desirous to our flesh and to our eyes. You know, the Bible says in 2 
Corinthians 4:4 that Satan is called the god of this world, and Jesus made this statement 
in John 10:10 that the thief, speaking of the devil, comes to steal, kill and destroy. So if 
we lay up for ourselves treasures where moth can eat, rust can destroy and thieves can 
break in and steal, according to Jesus it is the devil himself that plants ideas and thoughts 
and temptations in our life so that we would actually desire those things.

If you've never read through the book of Ecclesiastes in your Bible, let me challenge you 
to do so on your own one day. It's not a very long book of the Bible but it's profound in 
the sense you have a man by the name of Solomon, the son of whom we know as King 
David, who according to the biblical record, was probably the wisest, smartest, wealthiest
man the world has ever known. If there's anybody who could wear the t-shirt that said, 
"Been there, done that," it was Solomon. He had done it all. He had seen it all. But what 
he says is so profound, he says, "A man works his entire life to build something up and in
a generation or two it just comes crumbling down; that you spend your whole life 
amassing a fortune and in just a few generations it's depleted." 

On somewhat of a minor level, my family and I, my wife in particular and I experienced 
this some years ago. We had the privilege of restoring an over 80 year old craftsman 
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home, one of those just iconic southern homes that's got the wraparound screened in front
porch. You've seen it on the front of "Country Living" magazine. We had one of those at 
one time and we had restored it and we had gone back and done everything, blood, sweat,
tears, more blood than tears, just to be honest with you. I mean, it was one of those 
experiences and we had gotten it just to literally the level where though it probably wasn't
quite that good, you could almost take a picture of it and put it on a magazine cover. It 
was beautiful. It was gorgeous. Last year we were headed back to Texas to see our family
and we decided to divert by this old house that we had put so much time and energy into 
and we don't know all the details and don't know all that happened but the grass had 
grown up two to three feet high, the fence was leaned over, the paint was chipping, and 
all of that work that we put into it was beginning to quickly fade away and it only took a 
couple of years.

But that's the deception, that what we put our hands to, what we put our time into, 
somehow it's going to last forever. No it doesn't. The moth will eat it, the rust will break 
it down or somebody's going to break in and steal and destroy it. But that's the deception 
that the devil uses in our life. That's why Jesus says in John 8 he's been a liar from the 
beginning. He tells you it will never go away, it'll always be there, and yet time and 
history teaches us that Jesus was right: the moth eats it, the rust breaks it down and the 
thief will come in and destroy it. That's the commandment, "Love not the world." 

So let's look at a case study here because this is a picture of our life, our family's life, our 
culture's life. Let's go back to Genesis 3 and see where humanity got off the proverbial 
tracks because what we're going to discover is this has been our struggle since the 
beginning. In fact, in Genesis 3:6, we're going to discover that the rhetoric that humanity 
gives to the devil to justify their sin falls in line with the same categories as 1 John 2. But 
Genesis 3, beginning in verse 1 says,

1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, 
You shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto 
the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has  said, You 
shall not eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you die. 4 And the serpent
said unto the woman, You shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that 
in the day you eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and you shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of 
them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

Now, the reason this is a proper case study is because in Genesis 3 we see the same 
operation as 1 John 2 is speaking of when it says the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
and the pride of life. What does humanity say here? It is good for food. It is pleasant to 
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the eyes. It will make us wise. It's the same song, second verse. We continue to repeat the
mistakes of the past, but as we're going to see in a moment, there's actually a cure for our 
problem.

So when you look at verse 6 in particular of Genesis 3, I want to see how humanity 
justifies our sin; how do we justify our obsession with the things of the world. Three very
simple statements that I want to use terminology that's probably more apropos for the 21st

century. The first thing we see is that humanity struggles with just a craving for pleasure; 
that which satisfies us; that which is appealing to the lust of the flesh. Notice what it says:
it is good for food. Now, you may be thinking, "That doesn't sound very sensual. That 
doesn't sound very fleshly." You've never been with me to a buffet. That's my spiritual 
gift. I'm going to tell you what, I can do a buffet and it is satisfying to my flesh. Why? 
Because it's something that I crave; it's something that I desire; it's something that I 
enjoy. And if you struggle with a buffet, you don't have to admit it. It's okay. But do you 
know what the most miserable experience about me going to a buffet is? Fifteen minutes 
after I've eaten everything, I'm miserable. Why? Because what I thought would bring 
ultimate satisfaction has brought indigestion and agony 15 minutes after I'm done.

You know, a few days ago my boys and I were in the truck. I don't even know what we 
were talking about. It had nothing to do with today's message, it had nothing to do, to be 
quite honest with you, with spiritual matters, we were just in the midst of a conversation 
and one of my children makes one of the most theologically profound statements, 
actually he asked a question and then a few statements that I've heard in days and years. 
He said, "Dad, can I ask you a question?" I said, "Sure, son, what is it?" He said, "Why is 
it that what you've imagined in your mind to be so incredible is often not quite as you had
hoped when you experienced it?" Now, this is coming from a kid who is not yet in high 
school. That's profound stuff. And I said, "What do you mean, son?" He said, "Well, take 
a ball game for example. You get all excited and hyped up for a ball game and then it's 
not quite as you had hoped it would be." This was before last night. He did not say 
it...this was before last night. He said, "Or going to a concert." He said, "Man, you think 
things are going to be incredible and it's just not as you had hoped." He said, "I've noticed
that everything I get all excited about in my mind just is never quite what I had hoped it 
would be."

Isn't that what happened here in Genesis 3 when she said, "Oh, it's going to be good for 
food"? As if somehow they didn't have good enough food with the tree that God had 
already given them. Like somehow they needed and what do we discover? They realize 
they were naked and they sewed fig leaves together. Oftentimes it's the pleasures of life 
we think will bring us fulfillment in life and actually on the backside, we often feel worse
than before.

But, second, are the possessions of life. The lust of the eyes as 1 John 2 says, but what 
does it say here in Genesis 3? It will be pleasant to the eyes. In other words, let's acquire 
more. As if the Lord hadn't given them enough fruit, we need a little more fruit. We have 
this human problem that we think it needs to be bigger, it needs to be faster and we need 
more of it. If we could just attain more, everything's going to be okay. 
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Allow me to indict our culture for just a moment. Now, as America has influence around 
the world and globalization, I think unfortunately in this case we are permeating the 
world system. We have this issue in our culture that is best observed on Saturday 
mornings. I'm not here to upset anybody or to make you upset but it's called a garage sale.
I want you to think about a garage sale for just a moment. A garage sale, if you just look 
at it philosophically, somebody who finds whatever they have of so little value that 
they're going to throw it away and you want to go and buy it. Now think about that for 
just a moment. They're willing to throw it away because they don't need it so we go and 
buy it. And how many times have you been a part of a garage sale when somebody goes, 
"Well, I don't need it, but I just want it"? We think if we just get more stuff it will be 
bigger, it will be shinier, if it'll be newer. That is why commercials during the Super 
Bowl for 30 seconds go for millions of dollars because all of a sudden we didn't realize 
we needed a new truck until that commercial came on. "I need a new one. Or my tv's not 
as big as I thought. I need a bigger one." And what happens is they said, "Ah, it's pleasant
to the eyes." That's why 1 John 2 says it's appealing. The lust of the eyes. It will never be 
new enough, it will never be better, it will never be enough to satisfy, as if somehow they
didn't have enough.

Then finally, position. You see, there was this craving for food, there was this craving for
more, and then notice what it says: it desired to make them wise, as if that where they 
stood in relationship to creation somehow just wasn't significant enough. You know, here
in Genesis 3, it is the serpent, it is the devil himself that tempts humanity. It is the devil 
who comes into the garden of Eden and desires for us to go the same path he had already 
gone. It reminds me of Isaiah 14:12-14 which describes to us the fall of Satan. In those 
three very simple verses, five times the entity known as the devil says, "I will." In other 
words, sin always begins with saying, "I think I know more than God does." He says, "I 
will," and notice what he says, "I will ascend above the north. I will ascend about the 
clouds. I will ascend above the throne of God." In other words, he was not satisfied with 
his "lowly position." That's why John Milton in the great literary work "Paradise Lost" in 
describing the mentality of Satan at this moment said that in his mindset, it was better to 
reign in hell than serve in heaven. 

But we're just as guilty. I mean, after all, did they not understand how good they had it in 
the garden of Eden? But we think, "If I just attain that degree. I I just receive that 
promotion. If I'll just have a certain amount of letters behind my name. In other words, if 
I can just be in a place that seems greater than the place I am now, that's what will bring 
me complete satisfaction." What did 1 John 2 say? The lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes and the pride of life. What did humanity say here in Genesis 3? It'll just make us 
better than we already are.

Where did they end up? Did they end up in a good place? You know the obvious answer: 
no. They ended up naked sewing fig leaves together hiding from the presence of the 
Lord. Do you know what I believe is the most miserable moment in humanity? It doesn't 
matter if you struggle with pleasure, possessions or position, is about 15 minutes after we
attain what we believe will give us ultimate satisfaction and we realize it did not satisfy 
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us. That is why we have a phrase in our culture called: buyer's regret. We thought if I just
get that home, I just get that car, I just whatever it may be, that's what will bring me 
satisfaction and afterwards we actually "feel worse than we did before."

So this is the case study. This is our story. It started in the garden of Eden and we haven't 
improved on it at all. So what's the cure? How do we solve this problem? How do we fix 
it? Go to Matthew 4 and since this is a series entitled "Authentic Christianity," our name 
as a Christian comes from Jesus Christ so it just makes sense that we ought to look to 
Jesus as the example and the model for how we cure this problem that we have in our life
called the love of the world.

Now, Matthew 4, you're probably very familiar with it. Jesus is in the wilderness 40 days,
40 nights and beginning in verse 1, it says, 

1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was 
afterward an hungred. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If 
you are the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But 
he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the devil 
takes  him up into the holy city, and sets him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
6 He said unto him, If you be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 
written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a 
stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of
them; 9 And said unto him, All these things will I give you, if you wilt fall
down and worship me. 10 Then said Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve. 11 Then the devil leaves him, and, behold, angels came 
and ministered unto him.

Now, how does Jesus model for us the cure? The first thing and you expect me to say 
this, this is what I call a Sunday school answer. It's coming from a pastor in a church on a
Sunday morning. You're going to be shocked when I say this. Are you ready? Scripture. 
The Bible. I know that's not shocking. You expected to hear that, but hear me out for just 
a moment. When you go into Ephesians 6 and it talks about the armor of God, the belt of 
truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the helmet of salvation, the shield of faith, our feet 
being shod with peace, the sword of the Spirit, you realize that the only offensive weapon
that God has given you is the word of God. That's it. Everything else is defensive and 
what did Jesus say all three times? It is written. Jesus did not say, "Do you know who I 
am?" Jesus didn't say, "Well, why don't we sit down and discuss this?" Jesus said, "It is 
written." And church, if the Bible is good enough for Jesus, it ought to be good enough 
for you because he said, "It is written." It's the only offensive weapon we've got against 
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the enemy, against temptation and against the lust of the flesh, eyes and the pride of life. 
It's all we've got.

But it's not just about reading. In fact, the book of 2 Timothy 2:15 says, "Study to show 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth." It's not just to read like any novel but to study. Now, I know those of you 
who are in school right now are saying, "Oh, I get tired of studying." But let me tell you 
what studying is: it is exploring; it is digging down and seeing what it really says. Now, 
I'm a fan of Bible reading programs. I've done almost all of them. I've read through the 
Bible in a year, I've read the New Testament in 30 days, I've done all those plans but, you
know, oftentimes when you just cursorily read through, you see some things, you don't 
see some things and you just kind of glide through, but when you study and you begin to 
break down that verse and look at that passage, all of a sudden it just gets shown in such a
more clear way.

Let me show you how Jesus demonstrated this. I want you to look at verse 5. I think this 
is critical to understanding this issue that we have as humanity. It says the devil takes him
up to the holy city, set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and he said unto him, "If you be
the Son of God, cast thyself down for it is written." Do you notice what the devil is 
doing? He's quoting Scripture. I've got new for you: the devil may know the Bible better 
than you do. The devil as actually quoting Scripture and what he does here is he quotes 
Psalm 91:11-12. Now, you can go home today, lay Psalm 91 out and Matthew 4 and you 
can compare. Let me tell you what you're going to find. Why did Jesus rebuke the devil 
for quoting Scripture? Because Satan left out four words. There are these critical four 
words in Psalm 91, "in all thy ways." Now here's what's important: Jesus didn't say, 
"Well, I know what you meant. I knew the general idea. I know what you were trying to 
convey. I know the principle of the matter." What did Jesus say? He said, "No. This is not
going to be satisfactory. Do not tempt the Lord thy God."

You know, the devil has a tendency to do this. There is a reason that your Bible ends with
the statement, "Do not add and do not subtract from the words of this book." A prophecy.
Back in Genesis 3, we just read it earlier, when the tempter comes to Adam and Eve and 
says, "Did the Lord God not allow you to eat of every tree of the garden?" When you go 
back to Genesis 2:16, God gives the original command. Here's what God says, "You may 
eat of every tree of the garden freely." If you read it in English, God's commandment has 
ten words, Satan's temptation has nine words, and the only word he left out was "freely." 
Isn't that interesting? The one thing Satan promises us is freedom, what does he deliver? 
Bondage. Every time. And yet he removed that one word.

Let me tell you what you need to learn today: the best lies are 90% true. The best lies are 
90% true. In Genesis 3, humanity fell for a lie that was 90% true. There was only one 
word that was missing. Here in Matthew 4, the devil makes a statement to Jesus from the 
Bible that is about 90% there. And Jesus was not satisfied, he didn't say, "Well, I get the 
general idea." No, when we study the word of God, it allows us to discern that 10% that 
the world might be using to twist us to go into a place we have no business going.
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Then finally, we need to stand. Beginning in verse 8, the devil takes him to a high 
mountain. He's able to see all the kingdoms of the world. It's almost as if he says, "Hey, if
you want it, you've got it." In fact, let me channel my inner Texan here, he says, "You 
can have it lock, stock and barrel. You can have the whole thing. It's all yours." And 
Jesus says, "Get hence, Satan. Do not tempt the Lord your God." It's almost as if Jesus 
made this statement, "You can come to me with three temptations, six, nine, twelve, you 
can come with a thousand things, I'm not budging."

Back to Ephesians 6, the armor of God we're supposed to have on our bodies. In verse 13 
it says when you've done all you can do, stand. Let me tell you what Jesus did. He dug 
his heels in the sand. He said, "I'm not negotiating the word of God. I've studied the word
of God. I see what you're up to, old devil, and I'm not going to budge." Why is that 
important? Look at verse 11, "Then the devil left." I'm going to ask a very rhetorical 
honest question, you do not have to answer out loud but occasionally you could give an 
amen. Here it is: are you tired of the devil wrecking your family? Are you tired of the 
devil wrecking your business? Are you tired of the devil wrecking your home? Are you 
tried of the devil wrecking your community? Are you tried of the devil wrecking this 
country? I've got news for you: he left Jesus so why does he keep messing with us? 
Maybe we're not doing what Jesus did. Jesus said, "It is written. I'm not going to fall for 
the lie and I'm not going to budge." You see, if we will stand on the word of God and say,
"I'm not budging," eventually the devil says, "Enough's enough. I'm gonna move to an 
easier target." 

The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life are not of God but of the 
world and they, according to 1 John 2:17, will pass away because moth will eat it, rust 
will destroy it or a thief will steal it, but the word of God endures forever.

Let's pray with our heads bowed, our eyes closed. As we prepare for our time of 
invitation, maybe you're that individual today, maybe you're here in church for the first 
time, the thousandth time or maybe you don't know how many times, but maybe today 
for the first time it was made clear to you from the word of God that you've been chasing 
everything but God, you've been chasing the world and the things thereof, and if you 
would be honest with yourself and you'd be honest with God, you're emptier now than 
when you began chasing it, I've got great news for you. It doesn't matter who you are, 
where you've been or who you've been with, the Bible makes it very clear that if you call 
on the name of the Lord you will be saved. So if you're that person today and you find 
yourself in that position, let me encourage you, have a conversation with God. I know we
technically call it prayer. You don't have to say anything out loud. You don't even have to
say the same words I would say. But maybe your prayer to God today would be 
something like this, "God, I just want you to know I'm the problem. God, I want you to 
know I've sinned. I've messed up. I have fallen for the lies. I have fallen for the deceit. 
But God, today I want to ask Jesus Christ to change me for all of eternity. I believe Jesus 
is the answer to my sin problem. I believe he lived for me. I believe he died on the cross 
for me. I believe he rose from the dead so I could be forgiven and I could be saved. God, 
today I don't know a whole lot but I know that I need Jesus to forgive me of my sins 
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because he's the only one who can and the best way I know how, I just want to turn my 
life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe that's a decision you made 
today or maybe you're curious about or are interested in, let me encourage you in just a 
few moments after I pray, just step out, step forward. We'd love the opportunity to speak 
with you, talk with you, pray with you, whatever we can do to facilitate. Or maybe that's 
a decision you made years ago, decades ago. You need to follow in believer's baptism. 
Maybe today you say, "I need to join this fabulous church." Whatever the decision may 
be, understand that what we're about to do is expressed with our feet what God has 
already done in our hearts. So whatever it is he has spoken into your life today, we have 
the privilege of following in obedience.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, Lord, again I'm just so grateful that you are 
not satisfied with how we came onto this property today. Your desire is to take us to a 
new level. Your desire is to take us to a place where you desire of us which is so much 
better than what the world is promising. So, God, I praise. We stand in just a moment as 
we worship together as a church family. God, I pray that if need be, that we follow our 
heart with our feet. May we celebrate together as a family. It is in the name of Jesus 
Christ we pray. Amen.

Church, I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, 
we'll be here at the front.
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