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Colossians 1:9–12 

9  For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 

ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding;  

10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  

11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and 

longsuffering with joy;  

12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of 

the saints in the light.  

 

Walking Worthy 

Colossians 1:9-12 

 

INTRO: 

 

 The last time we were here we listened as the Apostle Paul gave thanks to God for the 

evident work of grace in the lives of these saints.  He thanked God for their “faith in Christ,” for 

their “love for all the saints,” and for their “hope laid up in heaven” which came to them 

through the Gospel. 

 

Today we will look at the second part of his prayer for the Colossian believers, his request for 

them, and the outgrowth of this request. The point is, when we know the truth, it will change 

the way we live. 

 I. That you Might Be Filled with the Knowledge of God’s Will (v. 9) 

II. How this manifests itself in our lives (v. 10-12) 

 

I. That you Might Be Filled with the Knowledge of God’s Will (v. 9) 

 

A. Paul’s request is verse 9.  

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 

and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 

spiritual understanding.” 

 

1. Some today tell us that we need to be less concerned with knowledge and more 

concerned with love. These folks misunderstand Paul’s statement in 1 Corinthians 8:1; 
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“Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. 

Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.” 

 

2. Here the same Apostle prayed God would supply what these Colossian believers 

desperately need to please the Lord and he asks that they be filled with knowledge. This 

was not just any knowledge. He prays that they may be filled with the knowledge of 

God’s will. 

 

3. The Apostle Paul prayed this for other churches to whom he ministered. Philippians 

1:8-9 gives us a good example, 

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge 

and all discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you 

may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ.”  

 

B. God’s knowledge operated “in all wisdom and understanding.” 

 

1. “Wisdom”  to the Greeks was to understand the reality around them. Paul wanted 

them to understand how to adapt the will of God to their life situation. He also wanted 

them to be able to comprehend the reality of who Christ is and the mystery of His work 

in them. 

 

2. The word “understanding” maybe a repetition of the idea in wisdom or it may be 

the ability to apply that knowledge and wisdom to specific situations.  

 

II. How this manifests itself in our lives (v. 10-12) 

 

A. Although we may not make a connection between knowledge and life, possessing the 

true knowledge of God changes how a believer lives. The Colossians needed to be filled with 

the knowledge of God’s will “in order that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully 

pleasing Him” (v.10). The idea of walking worthy is living a life that is suitable for one 

who has been blessed with so great a salvation. Our lives must reflect the wonder of what 

God did for us.  If we live our lives in this way we will be found fully pleasing Him. 

 

B. How do we do this? What does a worthy walk look like? Paul describes it using four 

participles.   

 

1. The first participle is in verse 10:  

“That you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 

good work.”  

The first part of a worthy walk is that we are bearing fruit in good works. They must live 

out the fruit of the Spirit in their lives. A worthy walk is a Spirit yielded walk, a walk that 
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makes Christ visible to others in us. Remember the picture Jesus drew for His disciples in 

John 15? We walk worthy when we follow John 15:5.  

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 

much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 

We walk worthy when we actively submit our lives to the direction of the Holy Spirit of 

God through the Bible. 

 

2. The second participle is also found in verse 10,  

“that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 

good work, increasing in the knowledge of God.” 

Our knowledge of God is not to be stagnant. Knowing God is more than an intellectual 

grasp of theological facts. Knowing God is a life filled with a relationship with the true 

and living God. As we walk with Him we learn to know Him (1 John 1:7). 

“If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

 

3. The third participle is in verse 11,  

“with all power, being strengthened according to His glorious might, for all 

endurance and longsuffering with joy.”  
I translated this literally so that you can see the participle in the Greek but hidden in 

English. We like words like “strength,” “might,” and “power.” However, we don’t 

especially like where this might and power is to be employed. We need to be strong in 

the Lord and in the power of His might so that we might have “all endurance.” 

Endurance usually means we face problem circumstances with spiritual tenacity. “long 

suffering,” which means to suffer long, requires we deal with troubling people with 

patience. The worthy walk that is pleasing to the Lord includes our being longsuffering 

when it comes to people in our lives.  Paul says something very similar in Ephesians 

4:1-2,  

“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling 

with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with 

longsuffering, bearing with one another in love.”  
Our relationships with other people in His church are very important to our Lord. This 

area is not easy. 

 

4. The fourth participle is found in verse 12,  

“giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in the light.”  
The final ingredient in the worthy walk Paul cites here is an attitude of our hearts. We 

are to be a people who are eternally thankful for the blessings of our salvation in Christ.  

God has taken us, who are singularly unqualified to be saints, and has saved us and 

qualified us to be a part of the inheritance that awaits His saints in the light. 


