
The Art and Heart of Asking: 
The Lord’s Prayer – Part 1 

Luke 11:1-13; Coast Community Church; Pastor Earl Miles; 9-17-17 
 
It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His 
disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.” - Luke 11:1 
 
Two things to notice: 
 

 Jesus is praying. 
 One of the disciples asks to be taught to pray. 

 
1. Believe that God serves you as you pray. 
 

When you think about prayer, do you think in terms of what you are doing (for God) or 
what God is doing (for you and others)? 

 
God serves us through the cross, through the Word, and through prayer. 

  We must be served by God through the cross of Christ. (Luke 10:25-37; Matthew 
20:28) 

 
 We must be served by God through the Word. (Luke 10:38-42; Psalm 119:25, 50, 93, 

107, 149, 154, 156; John 17:17) 
 

 We must be served by God through prayer. (Luke 11:1-13; James 4:2; Psalm 50:15; 
116:12-13) 

 
‘Loving the neighbor (10:25-37), listening to the Lord’s words (10:38-42) and now praying 
(11:1-13), these clearly belong together. – William Hendriksen 
 

I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.  – Martin Luther 
 
2. Believe that prayer makes a difference. 
 

What is the last thing you would expect God in the flesh to do? 
 

Jesus prayed.  
  Prayers of Jesus in Luke – seven before each great crisis of His life (3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 

9:18; 9:28f; 10:21f; 11:1; 22:41ff; 23:46)  Prayer for Peter (22:31ff)  Prayer for His enemies (22:34)  Parables on prayer (11:5ff; 18:1ff; 18:10ff) 



 Exhortations to pray (6:28; 11:2; 22:40, 46)  Warning against the wrong kind of prayer (20:47) 
 

What is Prayer? Prayer is an offering up of our desires to God, for things agreeable to his will, 
in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies. - 
1 John 5:14; 1:9; Philippians 4:6; Psalm 10:17; 145:19; John 14:13, 14. - A Baptist Catechism  
  Jesus had a prayer place. Pick a place to pray and pray in every place. 
  Jesus modelled what we are to do. If Jesus prayed, certainly we should pray. 
  Jesus stopped praying. Pray in order to stop praying and get busy. 
 

“Prayer is not overcoming God's reluctance. It is laying hold of His willingness.”  
― Martin Luther 

 
3. Ask God to teach you to pray. 
 

If you could ask Jesus for anything, what would you ask for? 
 
We don’t know who asked. 

 
We don’t know why he asked. 
 Jesus waited until He was asked to teach them. 
 
Jesus had to teach His disciples to pray. 
 

‘It is a tremendously hard thing to pray aright, yea, it is verily the science of all sciences.  
– Martin Luther 

 John taught his disciples to pray (like other religious leaders). 
 Jesus taught them both how to pray and to persevere in praying. 
  Ask God to teach you what you need to know. 

  Expect to need to be taught to pray. 
  Expect to need to know how to pray. 

  Expect to need to learn to persevere in prayer. 
 
 
 


