
1 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-1    Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       September 17, 2014 
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“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-1” 

Introduction: 
 
     First of all I must say that I approach this great task at hand with the utmost reverence and 
trepidation. Of all the 66 books of the Bible, Revelation is the least preached and taught from. While 
at the same time, it is the most mentioned book that church members would desire to learn more 
about.  
 
     Before we begin this evening let’s understand one thing. It is not called the book of Revelations. It 
is called “The Revelation.” The best way to keep from adding the “s” on the end of it is to say “the” in 
front of the title. Or one could even say “His Revelation” because it is the Revelation of the LORD 
Jesus Christ. Very quickly this evening before we begin in chapter one I want to give you an outline 
of the entire book.  
 
Revelation 1:19 
 
19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter. 
 
     That’s the outline; the things which were, the things which are, and the things which shall be 
here after; the past, the present and the future. Can you understand the book of Revelation? Yes, 
you can, and there is one clear fact throughout the pages of this book and that is that our God is 
Sovereign. He is in control and all three enemies of His children will be defeated. Satan, Sin and 
Death will be overcome by the Saints through Christ Jesus our LORD and soon coming King. I know, 
because I’ve read the back of the book, Amen! 
 
     This is the only book in the Bible that comes with a blessing recorded just from reading it, 
hearing it and keeping it. Why would anyone not want that promised blessing of God? Yet we stoop 
in fear with the very mention of the book of The Revelation.  
 
     There is a lot to learn from the early first and second century church fathers about this book and 
about its writer, the Apostle John, the Disciple whom Jesus loved. It is the last of the five books that 
he wrote. I John, II John, III John, the Gospel of John and the Revelation. The reason I put them in 
this order for you is because this is the order he wrote them.  
 
     The book was written somewhere between A.D. 92 to A.D. 96 on the Island of Patmos. The Island 
of Patmos is a small island off the western coast of Asia Minor, which is now modern day Turkey. 
John was banished to this prison island by the Roman Emperor Domitian “for the Word of God and 
for the testimony of Jesus Christ.”         
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     The title of the book itself, The Revelation tells us the type of writing contained. The Greek word 
“Revelation” is “apokalupsis” which means an uncovering, an unveiling or a disclosure, therefore 
this is apocalyptic literature that places it in the genre of prophetical writing.  
 
     No other New Testament book has had more interpretation challenges than the Revelation. This 
book’s vivid apocalyptic imagery and striking symbolism have produced four main approaches to 
this book. All four of these are very different from one another. 
 

1. The Preterist approach puts all the events in the book within the first century of the church 
with the events of the Roman Empire and the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  
 

2. The Historic approach views this entire book as a panoramic view of the total history of the 
church. That would make one wonder what chapter we are in right now. 
 

3. The Idealist approach interprets the book as a timeless depiction of the cosmic struggle 
between the forces of good and evil. This view states that the book contains no historical 
allusions nor predictive prophecy it is merely a collection of stories designed to teach 
spiritual truth in this cosmic battle of good and evil. 
 

4. The Futurist approach holds to the teaching that the events from chapter 6 to 22 are yet in 
the future. Chapters 4 and 5 happened literally to John and is also a picture of future events 
for the Church. Chapters 1 through 3 are history but can also be viewed as a panoramic view 
of the Church Age. This method uses the grammatical-historical-literal means of 
interpretation. 

 
     I will be teaching this book with the futurist approach with grammatical-historical-literal 
interpretation. I do not believe that our God would give us 65 books all with a literal interpretation 
and then change it up for the final book with just a bunch of allegories and allusions. And I definitely 
do not believe that all of this has already occurred because chapters 19 through 22 have not yet 
been fulfilled. 
 
Revelation 1:1-2 

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must 
shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 

2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he 
saw. 

     The Revelation of Jesus Christ, this is the uncovering or unveiling of who? Right off the bat it tells 
you who and what this book is about. It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ which is given to His 
servant John.  

     We know that this was the last book that John wrote and that this book is loaded with the 
Sovereignty of God. John did not die a martyr’s death but as, recorded by Irenaeus who was a 
disciple of Eusebius, who was a disciple of Polycarp, who was a direct disciple of the Apostle John; 
Irenaeus wrote that John lived in Ephesus after returning from Patmos until the reign of Trajan 
before he died. Eusebius affirms through Polycarp that John returned from the island of Patmos 
immediately following the death of Domitian which occurred in late A.D. 96.  
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     There is no doubt that the Apostle John was the author of this beautiful piece of apocalyptic 
literature. John bore the record and John wrote down all the things that he saw, this beautiful 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 1:3 

3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

     This is the only book in the Bible that contains a blessing for the one who listens to it being read 
and explained and then responds in obedience. Verse three is the first of the seven beatitudes of the 
Revelation of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

- 1. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. (Revelation 1:3) 
 

- 2. And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and 
their works do follow them. (Revelation 14:13) 

 
- 3. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he 

walk naked, and they see his shame. (Revelation 16:15) 
 

- 4. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. (Revelation 19:9) 

 
- 5. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 

hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years. (Revelation 20:6) 

 
- 6. Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 

book. (Revelation 22:7) 
 

- 7. Blessed are they that do his commandments that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into the city. (Revelation 22:14) 

 
     John closes this verse with the words from the LORD that states the time is at hand. Meaning here 
that the time is near, the eras or the seasons, these events are close John is telling us. Close in the 
sense of God’s view because God is not governed, controlled or limited by space or time. The next 
great event of God’s redemptive plan for His Saints is imminent. This event is the “Rapture” of the 
Church in His coming for the Saints (not Second Coming). This translation, being caught up which is 
imminent, means there is nothing else that must occur before this event happens will usher in the 
future events of the Revelation. His coming for the church has been long awaited for us, but my 
friend the time is at hand.  
 
     It may be delayed so long that people begin to laugh, scoff and question whether or not He will 
ever come. They are unconcerned and do not care for the eternal, only the material, duped, damned 
and deceived into believing Satan’s lie just like it was in the Garden of Eden; “hath God said?” 
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Matthew 24:36-39 

36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 

37 But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 

38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. 

II Peter 3:3-4 

3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 

4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation. 

     This is why this book contains the blessing for those that hear and read and are obedient. 
Because He is coming back and there is no doubt in my mind because His Word reveals to us His 
promises and He has never failed yet. Amen! 

     God loves numbers, in fact this book is full of numbers. It started in verse number three: Blessed 
is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are 
written therein: for the time is at hand. Notice here three things for the blessing, read, hear and do.  

Revelation 1:4 

4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and 
which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

     This letter was given first to the seven churches of Asia. This is Asia Minor, the equivalent to 
modern day Turkey. It is to these seven churches that John is writing. He bids them grace and peace 
from Him which is, and which was, and which is to come.  

     Here is the use of numbers again with the description of Christ. The number three, He which was, 
is and is to come.  The number three is the number of the Trinity. It is used 467 times in the Bible. It 
pictures completeness, though to a lesser degree than 7. The meaning of this number derives from 
the fact that it is the first of four spiritually perfect numerals (the others being 7, 10 and 12).  

     There were three righteous patriarchs before the flood, Abel, Enoch and Noah. After the deluge 
there was the righteous "fathers" Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Jacob who was later renamed Israel). It 
was a three day journey that Abraham walked with Isaac to Mount Moriah. There are 27 books in 
the New Testament, which is 3x3x3, or completeness to the third power. The LORD Jesus prayed 
three times in the Garden of Gethsemane before His arrest. He was placed on the cross at  the 3rd 
hour of the day which was 9 a.m. He died at the 9th hour of the day which was 3 p.m.  
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     Before His death there was three hours of darkness that covered the entire earth while the LORD 
Jesus was suffering on the cross from the 6th hour to the 9th hour. Three is also the number of 
resurrection. Christ was dead for three full days and three full nights; so don’t overlook the small 
details because numbers are so very important.  

     John also uses seven when addressing the seven churches in Asia and from the seven Spirits 
which are before His throne. There are some that believe that the seven Spirits refer to angelic 
beings but since the message and the blessings come also from the Father and the Son as seen in 
verse one, then the expression must surely refer to the Holy Spirit. No created angelic being could 
join thus with the Godhead.  

     The expression ““the seven Spirits” has to do with the perfection of the Holy Spirit’s Person and with 
the plenitude of His power” as Dr. John Phillips states in his commentary Exploring Revelation. He is 
taking up this position before the throne of God because He is the executor of the Godhead’s 
Sovereign purpose. The Holy Spirit is the executor of God’s Sovereign Grace and ushering into the 
age of the Church in which John is about to go into. The Holy Spirit is the executor of God’s 
Sovereign purpose of government within the body. Some also refer this as the sevenfold ministry of 
the Holy Spirit found in Isaiah 11:2. 

Isaiah 11:2 

2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

1. The Spirit of the LORD. 
2. The Spirit of Wisdom. 
3. The Spirit of Understanding. 
4. The Spirit of Counsel. 
5. The Spirit of Might. 
6. The Spirit of Knowledge. 
7. The Spirit of the fear of the LORD. 

     Regardless of how one wants to look at it, it is definitely referring to the Holy Spirit.  

Revelation 1:5-6 

5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

     Here is a sevenfold description of who this is from: 

1. From Jesus Christ.     5.   Him that loved us. 
2. The faithful witness.     6.   He has washed us. 
3. The first begotten of the dead.    7.   He hath made us kings and priests 
4. The prince of the kings of the earth.          unto God. 
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     It is clearly stated here that Christ is the first begotten of the dead, or the firstborn or the first 
fruits of the resurrection. Of all who have been or will ever be raised from the dead, He is the 
Preeminent One. He is the Righteous One, the Holy One and the only true rightful heir, yet by His 
grace He has made us joint heirs and as we see from this verse hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father.  

     Charles Wesley wrote a benediction from verse six that shows His awesome power and grace in 
that what He has done for us; loved us, washed us from our sins in His own blood and made us 
kings and priests unto God.  

He breaks the power of canceled sin                                                                                                                                 
And sets the prisoner free;                                                                                                                                                 

His blood can make the foulest clean,                                                                                                                              
His blood availed for me.                                                                                                                                             

(Charles Wesley) 

     This verse closes with praise unto Him: to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. As 
the Apostle Paul stated in Colossians chapter one: And he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell. 

Revelation 1:7 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

     Dr. John Phillips in his commentary Exploring Revelation has summarized the consummation of 
the age that John begins here speaking of in verse seven. I would like to read an excerpt from his 
commentary on how he words the writing of this piece of apocalyptic literature.  

     “When men write books of action and excitement, they build toward a climax. A good gripping tale 
must keep the reader in suspense. The author must build up the tension, the mystery, the sense of 
impending doom, and he must prolong the suspense as long as he can. Not so with God. The book of 
Revelation has mystery enough for a dozen tales of suspense and horror enough for the most spine-
tingling tales. What terrible things lie ahead! 

     What dreadful things must unfold in this book as page succeeds page. John sees it all – the apostasy 
of the church, the breakdown of law and order, the crash of the establishment, the growing horror of 
war and woe, the dreadful bloodbaths of persecution, the savage reign of the Beast. Then he sees how 
it is all going to end at last in bursts of brightest glory. He cannot wait to tell us! The end is so good, so 
wonderfully, wonderfully good! Behold, he says, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him.”(Phillips, Exploring Revelation, 2004; page 22). 

     This verse echoes the promise of Daniel the Prophet when he wrote that the Son of Man will 
come with the clouds of heaven in Daniel 7:13; these are not ordinary clouds but clouds of glory. In 
the Old Testament God would often manifest Himself in a cloud, an energized, blazing light called 
the Shekinah Glory.  
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     When the LORD Jesus returns in His Second Coming He will manifest in such a way, and every 
eye shall see Him. The brightness of His coming will be known to all upon the earth. This Shekinah 
glory cloud is the clothing of His glory and the Saints of God are a part of this wonderful cloud.  

Revelation 1:8  

8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty. 

     The lesson ends with verse eight showing the importance of this verse. This verse shows us three 
Biblical truths about our God: 

1. The LORD is Omniscient: He is the Alpha and the Omega which are the first and the last 
letters of the Greek alphabet. This nearly perfect language of man stores the accumulated 
knowledge and wisdom of the human race. Jesus Christ is God’s alphabet, He is the first and 
final source of knowledge, understanding and wisdom. He is the only source of true and 
complete understanding and wisdom and when He returns He will not be discredited, 
deceived nor disputed because He is all knowing, omniscient the Alpha and the Omega. 
 

2. The LORD is Omnipresent: He is the beginning and the ending. As in the terms of time it is as 
true in space as well. The LORD is forever and always present. He created time, He created 
space, and He is in all, before all and after all. Total and complete omnipresence, 
everywhere, every time, all the time. 

 
3. The LORD is Omnipotent: He is all powerful, the Sovereign LORD of all. He is He which is and 

which was and which is to comes, the Almighty. The verse ends with that descriptive Greek 
word of “pantokrator” which comes from the Hebrew word “Shaddai” which translates as 
“the Almighty.” 

     The word Almighty, “Shaddai” is used 58 times in the Bible. The first book of the Bible ever 
believed to be written was the book of Job and of course the last book is the book of the Revelation. 
This word Shaddai focuses and places a strong emphasis upon God’s supreme Sovereignty. The 
word is used 48 times in the Old Testament and 31 of those can be found in the book of Job. It is 
used 10 times in the New Testament and 9 of those is found within the Revelation of the LORD Jesus 
Christ.  

     He is Almighty, and even with this book that is so graphically detailed with terror and horror of 
prophetical things to come, God shows us His Sovereignty in that He is in control of all things and 
will overcome all His foes. He which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 

     To him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 


