
 
       JAMES  5:7-12                                                                                                                                         SONGS:    345   337   340   78 

                                                 PATIENT  UNTO THE  COMING  OF THE  LORD  

INTRO:  In sharp contrast to the strong judgment against the misery rich, James encourages the afflicted people of God to patience and           
endurance. Patience implies a present trial, and quietly awaiting the better future. Our future is the coming of the Lord, which requires                
patience in affliction, but is well worth the waiting. James uses the same argument which was a threat to the wicked: the speedy coming                       
of the Lord.  He brings judgment to the self-confident, but salvation to those who wait in hope. 

I.  PATIENCE URGED. 

A.  Why it is necessary. (Ps. 90: 9,10) 
1.  The faithful church was suffering. 
2. There was suffering under rich oppressors and all that this entailed. 
3. Our troubles are real, no matter the days or years we must suffer.  
4. Whether we marry for better or worse, whether in our lives we enjoy health or suffer sickness, prosperity or troubles. 

B.  What it is. 
1. Not stoic indifference to trials and difficulties: “What will be will be…” 
2. The word means “longsuffering”. Glory must follow sufferings (I Peter 5:1). 
3. We are exhorted not only to be sound in faith, but sound in patience as well (Titus 2:2, II Peter 1:5,6). 
4. It is not sufficient that we believe on the Lord Jesus; we must “run with patience the race that is set before us (Heb.12) 

C.  The nature of this patience. 
1. Submission of the whole soul. The will accepts what God gives. 
2. The grounds:  
    a. We see God in our troubles and trials (Ps. 39:9). 
    b. We see God acting sovereignty (Job 9:12). 
    c. God does this in his attributes: justice: Deut. 27:26, mercy: Ezra 9:13, faithfulness: Ps. 119:71, wisdom: Isa 30 
3. Therefore we receive this suffering as from the Lord, bear it in the strength that God gives. 
4. We rejoice in it, knowing that the purpose of God is good: the strengthening of our faith. 
5. By grace we persist in the faith and obedience. 
 

II.  EXAMPLES GIVEN. 

A. Negative examples of impatience 
1. Grumbling (vs. 9): often when we undergo troubles, we become dissatisfied with what we have & envious of others. 
2. Swearing rashly and falsely (vs.12): 

a. Many Jews had the bad habit of having to substantiate everything they said with calling God or heaven to witness. 
b. Esp. true of the poor: their word didn’t seem to mean much, for they had no position, so they swore a great deal. 
c. Basically true of all swearing; a person tries to add strength to his feeble word by calling God or creatures to witness 
d. What does LD 36, 37 say about this sin? 

      B.   The comparison of the husbandman (vs.7). 
1. A farmer must be patient. He works the soil, sows the seed, cultivates etc. 
2. He has no control over destructive forces: disease, drought, flood, or the amount of production. 
3. He works patiently, diligently does all he can and is required to do. Seeks the early rain and latter rain. 
4. The outcome is entirely God’s and the farmer must wait for that. This patience must be learned! 
5. So we must be patient waiting for the day of Christ: not grow dissatisfied with what we have: possessions, health, etc. 
6. We must be steadfast in our calling in serving God and praising him, trusting him to finish his perfect work. 
7. Then we are happy in any circumstance (vs.11). 

      C.  Positive examples of patience 
1. The prophets (vs.10) had a trying life bringing the Word to a stiff-necked people, harassed and mocked. 
2. They could become discouraged, but patiently as the mouthpiece of the longsuffering God they brought the Word. 
3. Job (vs.11) in all the history of the people of God shines out as the example of patience in affliction. 
4. Satan sought to break Job’s faith through affliction: taking possessions, family, and health. 
5. God directs it all to a favorable end: Job strengthened in his faith and God’s work demonstrated in is life & confession 
 

III. WHAT FOLLOWS FROM IT. 

A.  We increase in our trust in the Lord. 
1. Not only do we look for the coming of Jesus Christ, but we also trust in his way as he leads us to that great hope. 
2. The trials and disappointments are his way of preparing us for our final glory. A crown only follows suffering. 
3. As the farmer patiently receives the needful assistance (early and latter rain) so we lean upon God’s help & blessings. 
4. As the farmer does not know what the weather will bring, we do not know what storms will blow upon our garden. 
5. We receive meanwhile in obedience and patience God’s will for us (I Pet.5:1)! 

B.  A comforting hope: 
1. Looking eagerly for Christ’s coming: I Cor. 1:7,  Phil.3:20,  Col. 3:4,  I Thess. 1:10,  Titus 2:13, Rev. 22:7. 
2. Our hope is not merely that then all of God’s and our enemies will receive their just deserts: punishment & banishment. 
3. Our hope is not merely that then all suffering and difficultly will be removed. It will!  
4. But we will be with Jesus, and his reward is with him!  

      C.  A purifying hope (I John 3:2,3). son 
 1. Away with bitterness, envy, jealousy, anger, and disappointment. 
             2. We are strengthened in our faith; steadfastness, “for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” (James 5:8) 


