
Rom 13:11 NKJV - And [do] this, knowing the time, that now [it is] high time to 

awake out of sleep; for now our salvation [is] nearer than when we [first] 

believed. 

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works 

of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 

13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in 

lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

[fulfill its] lusts. 

 

Wake UP! 

What do you think of when you hear those words? 

Maybe it reminds you of your mom or dad telling you it is time to get out of bed. 

Maybe it reminds you of a time when you were woke because your wife heard 

noises in the night. 

Maybe you overslept and someone woke you up to inform you of that fact. 

In most cases it is something we don’t want to hear.  But it is something we need 

to hear. 

Verse 11 tells us to do all the things we were told to do since the beginning of 

chapter 12 because it is essentially time to do them. 

The first word for time means a period of time, a time when things are brought to 

crisis, an opportune time, a right time, a limited time. 

The second word for time means a season, or daytime or 1/12th of the daytime- 

an hour. 

So in verse 11 a paraphrase would be: knowing the period of time we live in, that 

now [it is] high time, it is the right hour, to awake out of sleep.  In other words- 

Wake Up!  It is time to get up.  Your alarm is ringing.   

Now what does he mean when he says we need to awake out of sleep?  What is 

he referring to.  Obviously he is not speaking literally.  Everyone hearing this read 

at Rome would be awake physically. 

Well what does he mean? 

When you are asleep, what are you aware of? 



If you are anything like me- nothing.  You are not aware of your surroundings.  

You don’t see what is going on.  You don’t see what needs done.  And you are 

doing none of the things on your to-do list.  You are mentally separated from your 

reality. 

I think we can understand a little more about what he is saying here by looking at 

the context.  Paul next talks about darkness and light.  I think in this context Paul 

is equating being asleep with being in darkness and being awake as being in light.  

This isn’t the only place he ties these ideas together.  And his theme in saying this 

is always obedience. 

 

Ephesians 5:8-16 (NKJV)  

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light  

9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),  

10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.  

11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 

expose them.  

12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in 

secret.  

13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever 

makes manifest is light.  

14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ 

will give you light."  

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,  

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

This darkness that Paul is referring to is a living without light.  What does that 

mean?  We have plenty of clues to see that when we live in darkness we live like 

the world.  We view the world like the world views the world.  We look at life like 

the world looks at life.  We do the same things as the world for the same reasons 

as the world.  We live not understanding the time we live in.  We live not really 

caring what our lives are really for.   

Do you want to know if you are asleep? 



Would it bother you if someone saw the DVD of your life with your thoughts 

showing up as closed caption?  What would they see?  Would they see a lot of 

things we really try hard to keep hidden?  Would they see our duplicity, saying we 

have one reason but really having another?  Would they see that we really want 

to please Christ, or we really want to impress people?  Would they see us doing 

things that we don’t want anyone to know about, saying things we don’t want 

anyone to know we say?  Night is equal to hidden.  If we are keeping evil hidden, 

we are asleep.  We are walking in darkness.  We are in a spiritual stupor.  We are 

avoiding the light. 

Think about it.  What about you do you not want exposed?  That is one sure fire 

question to get us to the heart of the problem.   

And what is light or being awake?  Exposure.  Yes, everything is exposed.  All 

thoughts, all words, all deeds.  It is open to the scrutiny of Christ.  It is fair game 

for discussion with believers.  Now obviously there are lines of propriety and 

wisdom.  I am not trying to say we should discuss everything with everybody.  But 

what I am saying is we have got to be focused on what is true about our actions 

and words.  How many times do we hesitate saying our real reasons and replace 

them with reasons that will sell, or better yet reasons that will fly, even though 

they aren’t true?  Aren’t we good at hiding?  We say that which will please 

instead of that which will reveal.  We say that which will impress instead of that 

which is true.  We are slow to say I want that thing because I want it.  Instead we 

come up with a cover story to portray it in a more justifiable manner.  And what 

we do is insulate ourselves from ministry.  If we told the truth about ourselves, 

our brothers and sisters could do business with us as we really are.  But if posture 

and present a better image, now we have a lie we must cover for.  And normally 

people around us know they are lies, but they are untouchable.  We cannot 

address them because we cannot prove our point.  All the darkness does is it 

isolates us.  It creates distance between people for which there are no solutions.  

It makes us work harder to maintain an illusion.  It wears us out and gives us no 

benefit. 

Living in the light is just the opposite.  Oh, it will humble us.  It will reveal us as we 

really are.  But we don’t need to work at pretending.  We don’t have to run for 

cover.  We will be known as we truly are and we will be ministered to as we truly 



are.  We won’t often like it when we are corrected, but the correction can be true 

because we are real.    

That is why the passage we just read ends in this: 

14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ 

will give you light."  

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,  

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

Christians are to live in the light, in the open, in the exposure.  We are to awake 

from the state of living like the rest of the world.  We are to awake from living like 

we don’t know why we are here or where we are going.  We are to awake from 

the state of living for our pleasure. 

And we are to live in Christ, able to be exactly what we are, the honorable mixed 

with the dishonorable.  Then we can see things as they are and get to the work of 

Christians living in an evil time.  We walk, looking around.  We are completely 

aware of our surroundings.  We are aware of the needs around us.  We are aware 

of our own temptations and our own evil.  We are aware of the sins that need 

addressed in those around us.  That is wisdom.  That is walking in the light.  That is 

living by being awake. 

And we are to redeem the time.  We are to make good use of it because there is 

very little left.  We are to take time that is lived in a dark world and buy it back, 

redeem it, for the use of the kingdom of God. 

Our lives are made up of moments.  That will not always be the case, but it is now.  

So now is the time we must use for the cause of Christ.  Now is the time we must 

use to evangelize and disciple.  Now is the time we must use to love our brothers 

and neighbors.  Now is the accepted time.  Today is the day of salvation. 

Back to our Romans text: 

for now our salvation [is] nearer than when we [first] believed. 

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 

We are told here a little more about time. 

We live in a time where we are always closer to our salvation than when we first 

believed.  Essentially Paul is saying the time is getting shorter.  If you are facing a 

deadline on a project, when does the time become the most crucial?  Isn’t it 

usually more crucial and more frantic the closer you get to the deadline? 



Have you ever had a party at your house? 

I think the kids might be able to answer the next question best.  When do you feel 

most like making yourself scarce?  Isn’t it usually the time right before the party is 

to happen?  Why?  Because there is usually so much to do. 

Well that is Paul’s reasoning here.  The closer our salvation is, the more there is to 

do to prepare.  There are urgent things needing done.  When we think we have 

plenty of time, we aren’t urgent to see things done.  Those of you who teach 

know that a term paper rarely gets done much prior to the deadline.  And most of 

the focus is usually done in the short hours preceding the deadline.  The same is 

true for tests.  The study is done after days of knowing the study needs to be 

done.  We think we have plenty of time.  But then it dawns on us we really don’t 

have much time. 

Well Paul is saying- we don’t have much time.  I was thinking about this the other 

day.  I will be fortunate to have 20 more birthdays.  That really isn’t much time.  

And it sure isn’t getting any longer.  So if I am wise I will use my days better now 

than when I was 20.  And that will continue to be the case until I die.  That should 

be true of all of us.  But is it? 

Can we think back to times that we were more absorbed with the things that 

really matter?  Can we think back to times when we were more deliberate about 

living for Christ?  We need to return to that zealous love using the wisdom that 

our years have taught us.  Time is short and getting shorter. 

The night, in this case, is the present world we live in.  It is lived in darkness.  We 

see it in the world around us.  Sixty years ago an unmarried couple living with 

each other would have been regarded as evil, as wrong.  Now it is unusual that 

this isn’t a step prior to a couple getting married.  We don’t think twice about it as 

a culture.  It is dark and it is getting darker.  We can expect this.  There is no sense 

being aghast at the evil of our world.  It is described as darkness.  Of course it is 

dark.  The world hates exposure to the light.  It is like they are spiritual vampires.  

The light hurts them and threatens their very life. 

But the day…. Oh the day.  It is coming!  Jesus Christ is coming back.  The fresh 

wonderful light is soon to come to full fruition.  The sun will come up and all will 

be exposed to the wonderful light forever.  We will be seen and known as we are.  

There will be nothing to be afraid of ever again.  There will be no more threats.  



There will be no more temptation.  There will be no more quarrels.  There will be 

no more weeds and no more curse.  All will be prayer and praise.  But there will 

also be no more opportunity.  We will not have time to tell a co-worker about 

Christ.  We will not have time to witness to loved ones who don’t know Christ.  

We only have that opportunity for a little while longer.  We should work for the 

time is coming when man’s work is over.   

Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of 

light. 

13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in 

lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

[fulfill its] lusts. 

How many times have we seen this?  You cannot read the New Testament 

without seeing that a believer lives a life of taking off and putting on.  It is not in a 

grueling effort to try to become what we are not.  No, not at all.  It is living in the 

realization that much of the behavior we have put on is no longer fitting to who 

we are. 

Have you ever seen a baseball player, that has been traded to another team, 

show up on the field the first night of play for the new team, in the previous 

team’s uniform?  No.  That would be absurd.  That player has been purchased.  

His identity is different now.  And there are clothes to put on that are congruent 

with that new identity and there are clothes to take off that are not congruent to 

that new identity.  It is the change in identity that causes the change in behavior. 

That is how it is for us in the Christian life.  So given the gospel we were told in 

Chapters 1-8 and then the instructions we were given in Chapters 12 and 13 up to 

now, and given the fact that we are almost out of time…. With all that being true 

it is high time to wear the right uniform.  It is high time to get on the right 

behaviors and dispose of the wrong ones.  It is high time to get to work on that 

which really matters.  The time for the party is almost here.  It is time to get busy.  

I saw a T-Shirt somewhere that said “Christ is coming back.  Look busy.”  I thought 

that was really funny.  But in reality we must not just look busy.  We must be 

busy. 

So what are the works of darkness?   



First notice that these are works of darkness.  They are not fruit of darkness.  Why 

is that important?  Well we have to understand that the new life in Christ doesn’t 

bear this kind of evil fruit, this kind of evil activity.  It isn’t something produced by 

our new identity.  It isn’t fruit.  It is a work.  It is something unnatural to the new 

identity.  It is a holdover of that which has come before.  We are now people of 

the light, not people of the dark.   

And what are those works of darkness?  They are the thoughts and behaviors that 

are not congruent with our new identity as Christians.  They are those things that 

are not proper for a believer.  Why?  They don’t reflect the team change we have 

gone through.  They are tacky.  They are incongruent.  They are evil. 

And what kinds of things are listed? 

revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 

Revelry- what is that? 

in the Greek writings this word is used to describe a nocturnal and riotous 

procession of half-drunken and frolicsome fellows who after supper parade 

through the streets with torches and music in honor of Bacchus or some other 

deity, and sing and play before the houses of their male and female friends; 

hence, used generally, of “feasts and drinking-parties that are protracted till late 

at night and indulge in revelry”; Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 

A modern day translation might be partying.  What this describes is doing what 

one feels like in an effort to enjoy one’s self.  It involves no circumspection or 

discernment.  It does not look to ones needs or responsibilities.  The root of the 

word is carousel which carries with it the idea of letting loose. 

There are a lot of pleasures in this world that Christians can indulge in.  But we 

cannot live for pleasure.  And we cannot experience pleasure in such a manner 

that we completely let loose and enter a stage where we stop thinking and 

considering.  Be careful of any environment, Christian or otherwise that would 

foster that kind of mindset.  It isn’t fitting for a believer. 

Drunkenness- this usually goes hand in hand with revelry.  This means 

intoxication.  The definition is  Stupefaction or excitement by the action of a 

chemical substance.  I believe this word refers to causing a person to no longer be 

able to reason.  I would use the rule of thumb that if a person is not in a state 

whereby he could present the gospel, he is drunk.  Others might draw different 



lines by faith, but a line must be drawn because drunkenness isn’t just a mistake.  

It is a sin.  And it has no place in a believer’s behavior. 

Lewdness-  

Immoral sexual behavior  

lust 

This word for lust isn’t the word that is most often used for lust.  Normally the 

word just means strong desire.  But this word carries with it more clarity. 

Wanton acts such as filthy words, indecent bodily movements, unchaste handling 

of males and females, English Lexicon of the New Testament. 

I think a good description would be the actions of the young women that our 

entertainment industry is spitting out on a regular basis.  Madonna, Brittney 

Spears and now Mylie Cyrus would be good example of this type of lust.  Along 

with this would be young men of the same ilk.  

Again, it is an exhibition of base feelings without restraint.  It is animal behavior 

instead of redeemed human behavior.   

 

strife 

quarrelling, contention, wrangling 

This is a picture of people who cannot get along.  The word is often found in a list 

including envy and jealousy.  What we see is fleshly-self raising up and putting 

itself above brothers and sisters.  There are secret fleshly thoughts and 

expectations that allow division to fester.  Again it is not usually surrounded by 

honesty.  There are usually motives that are less than pure.  We will always come 

up with great reasons how it is not our fault that we can’t get along.  It is that 

other pesky person’s fault.  And if they would just do this and that we would get 

along wonderfully.  But normally when 2 people continue to quarrel, there are 

things in each person that need dealt with.   

This is not in a list of optional things to avoid.  We are told to put this off.  It does 

not reflect Christ, period. 

Up until now in this list in Romans we see words describing behavior that would 

be a bit unusual in many churches.  For instance you are not likely to see Brad and 

I stumbling downtown in Oakland late at night singing and throwing garbage cans 

through windows.  The first four sins on this list are pretty blatant sins, easily 



recognized.  But strife and envy are a bit more subtle.  They are more internal.  

But let me ask you, which sins do you think have caused more harm to the body 

of Christ?  I can assure you the award would not go to drunken brawling.  It would 

go to bickering and quarreling and jealousy and envy.  Those sins are easier to 

hide and bear a bitter fruit.  We would do well to put them off immediately. 

  

envy 

Again, this is usually coupled with strife.  Why?  Because if you envy someone you 

cannot help but resent them.  If you want some condition in life that they have 

and you cling to that thought, it will not be long until you are finding a reason for 

a fight.  When we are tempted to voice our dissatisfaction with another person 

we should always track that back to why.  What makes us so ill at ease?  What 

makes us so dissatisfied? 

Maybe they have a talent you would like to have.  Maybe you want their position 

because their position seems so much better than yours.  Wives, have you ever 

resented your husbands because their position seems better than yours?  Have 

you ever considered that your desire is nothing more than envy?  Men, have you 

ever resented someone who seemed to get the best jobs for the best pay at 

work?  You fool yourself into thinking that you are distraught by the injustice.  But 

have you ever considered your desire is nothing more than envy? 

Envy is a disaster waiting to happen.  We will coat it with a thousand more 

palatable coverings, but it is still envy.  It is still a dissatisfaction for how God has 

chosen to arrange His world.  At its heart it is simple distrust for what God has 

provided for you.  We need to call it what it is.  If we envy someone, we will 

invariably sin against them.  But way before that happens we have already sinned 

against God. 

So those are the things we should take off.  This is by no means an exhaustive list.  

There are lots more listed in scripture.  These activities aren’t the uniform of our 

new team.  But what are we to put on?  What uniform should we be wearing?  

What is congruent to this new identity? 

 

 



We are told to put on the Armor of light- this means the weapons of warfare such 

as the light demands.  We may delve into these next week.  But I want us to 

notice right now that they are weapons.  This word was chosen by Paul 

specifically to convey warfare.  Why? 

Because it won’t come easy.  It will not come without a fight.  I think too often we 

think the Christian life should be easy.  We think I should be able to just wake up 

in the morning and live.  But weapons are not needed if a fight isn’t expected.  

Suppose you were to wake up tomorrow with the understanding that the devil 

will do everything he can to destroy your marriage, to destroy your witness, to 

destroy your relationship with Christ, to destroy your relationship with the 

church, to destroy the faith of your children, to fight to remain in control for all 

the unbelievers you know, to exploit your weaknesses so he can keep you chained 

in your faithless behavior. 

If we woke up with that in mind how would our lives be different?  Well guess 

what?  That is the devil’s intent.  And he is working whether we know it or not.  

We will need to fight to win.  But we need to use the right weapons.  We can’t 

use the weapons of darkness.  We must use the weapons of the light. 

And there is one more thing I wanted to point out here.  In verse 13 the NKJV says 

to walk properly.  The English Standard Version says properly too.  The KJV says 

honestly.  The ASV and YLT say becomingly.  But here I think the KJV is the best 

translation.  The word means honestly, decently.  In the context I think it is 

emphasizing what we talked about earlier.  It is talking about living exposed to the 

light.  It is living honestly in a way that is open to the scrutiny of the light.  It is 

living in the Spirit saying yes to Christ at every step.  It is living congruently to the 

new nature we have been given. 

We will end here this morning with plenty of application for our lives.  We need to 

ask ourselves these questions. 

1. Am I awake?  Am I alert to what is going on around me and in me 

spiritually?  Am I viewing this life the way God views it?  Am I using it for 

what it was designed for? 

2. Am I living in full disclosure?  Am I living honestly and in a way that my 

motives are revealed for what I do?  Do I open myself to ministry by 

portraying my life as it really is? 



3. Am I living like I am close to the deadline?  Do I have the right kind of 

urgency? 

4. Am I putting off the things described in our text, especially strife and envy? 

5. And do I view my life as a spiritual fight?  Do I see that I really will need 

spiritual weapons to prevail?  Do I expect to need to do battle every day 

and wake up to each new day with that mentality?  If we expect life to be a 

breeze we will be blown but in the wrong direction.  Will we do the battle 

that needs done? 

We will continue with this text next week Lord willing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


