
REVELATION – SERMON 17 
 

THE FAITHFUL FEW 
 

Revelation 3:4-6 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• Because of the dead and dismal state of the church in Sardis, The Lord’s 

message to them contains much condemnation, rebuke and threatening. 
 
• This church did not need praise, but rebuke (2 Timothy 4:2) 
 
• As we come to the closing part of the message to Sardis, the Lord Jesus turns 

His attention away from the dead and defiled ones, to the few living and undefiled 
members of the church. 

 
• His threatening frown turns to a kind smile as He praises them for their 

faithfulness to Him, and promises them eternal blessings. 
 
• In the previous two letters there was a minority in the church who had turned 

aside, while the majority were faithful; but here in Sardis, the majority of the 
church were at fault, while only a “few names” there had remained steadfast. 

 
• What encouragement this faithful remnant must have felt, to know that Jesus saw 

them and knew them, and was pleased with them. 
 
I. THEIR UNCOMMON ASPECT 
 

A. A few names 
 

1. God’s true people have always been a minority 
 

a. Out of the entire antediluvian world, only eight souls were saved 
from the flood (1 Peter 3:20) 

 
b. Out of the twelve spies, only two had faith in God, and the whole 

nation followed the evil report of the ten 
 

c. Out of millions in Israel, only 7000 refused to worship Baal (1 Kings 
19:18) 

 
d. The church is called a “little flock” (Luke 12:32) 

 
e. It is the straight gate and narrow way that leads to life, and few there 

be that find it (Matthew 7:13-14) 



 
f. When the Lord returns, He will find little faith on the earth (Luke 

18:8) 
 

2. These few names in Sardis had not succumbed to the immorality and 
decline of the rest of the church 

 
3. Those who would follow Christ must be prepared and resolved to go 

against the flow of the majority (Exodus 23:2)  
 

B. A few names 
 

1. Others in the church had a “name” among men as being alive, but were 
really dead (3:1) 

 
2. But these few had the reality corresponding to their name (John 1:47; 

8:31) 
 

3. Christ intimately knows and loves those that are His (2 Timothy 2:19) 
 

4. “I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine” (Isaiah 43:1) 
 

5. “I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands” (Isaiah 49:14-16) 
 

C. Even in Sardis 
 

1. God has a called out people, even in the most wicked places 
 

2. We can be a shining light, even in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation (Philippians 2:15) 

 
II. THEIR UNSPOTTED APPAREL 
 

A. White, clean garments in Revelation represents religious and moral purity, 
particularly in the face of persecution (Revelation 3:18; 4:4; 6:11; 7:9,13) 

 
1. This reminds us that sin defiles, pollutes and makes filthy 

 
2. Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14; cf. 

Matthew 22:11-14) 
 

B. These verses depict white garments of righteousness in three ways 
 

1. The righteousness of justification – they are worthy 
 

a. By nature and conduct, we are altogether unworthy of God 
 

b. There is nothing done by us or in us that can make us worthy 
 



c. Only God’s grace and the worthiness of Christ can cleanse our filthy 
garments and fit us for God’s presence (Genesis 3:21; Psalm 51:7; 
Isaiah 1:18; 61:10; Romans 3:22; Ephesians 1:6; Philippians 3:9; 
Revelation 7:14) 

 
2. The righteousness of sanctification – have not defiled their garments 

 
a. The term saint means a “holy one”, and is derived from the same 

Greek word as “holy” and “sanctify” (Revelation 19:8) 
 

b. God’s people are to be a holy people (1 Peter 1:15-16; 2:9) 
 

c. Those who would be holy hereafter, must be made holy here 
 

d. Though we are cleansed by the blood of Christ, we also have a 
responsibility to “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit” (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

 
e. We are to keep unspotted from the world (James 1:27) 

 
3. The righteousness of glorification – they shall walk with me in white / 

shall be clothed in white raiment 
 

a. All believers through history will stand before God in white robes 
(Revelation 6:9-11; 7:9-17) 

 
b. Christ’s bride, the church, will be “arrayed in fine linen, clean and 

white” at the marriage of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-8) 
 

c. White garments are emblematic of joy and rejoicing (Ecclesiastes 
9:8; cf. Psalm 119:1) 

 
d. The greatest joy of heaven is to walk with Jesus – to be in the 

presence of the Saviour 
 

e. It is not in heaven we find God; it is in God we find heaven 
 

f. Those who walk with Christ here, shall walk with Him eternally 
hereafter (cf. Genesis 5:24) 

 
III. THEIR UNBLOTTED APPELLATION 
 

A. Those who confess Christ before men on earth, will have their names 
confessed by Christ before the Father and the angels in heaven (Matthew 
10:32; Luke 12:8) 

 
B. The book of life contains the names of all the redeemed (Luke 10:20; 

Philippians 4:3; Hebrews 12:23) 
 



1. There are different views as to how the names in the book of life are 
managed. 

 
a. One view is that  everybody has their name initially listed in this 

book, then at the time of death, those who were never born again 
shall have their names blotted out 

 
b. Another view is that the book of life started empty, but has a name 

added at the precise moment a person is saved 
 

c. The third, and correct, view is that God, in His foreknowledge of His 
elect, has written the names of all those who will be justified “from 
the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8;17:8) 

 
2. While God in His foreknowledge records the names of all who will be 

saved, each person has a responsibility to repent and believe the gospel 
 

3. Names written in the book of life can never be blotted out 
 

a. This is an emphatic litotes (double negative) meaning the name is 
eternally and permanently written in the book of life 

 
b. The believer’s salvation is eternally secure (John 6:37; 10:28-29; 

Romans 8:38-39) 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. In this wicked world, there will only be a small few who are truly God’s people. 
 
2. Those few are willing to suffer persecution and hardship for the sake of Christ. 
 
3. Are you part of that number? 
 
4. There are eternal rewards to those who walk in purity with Christ 
 
5. Would you walk with Christ in heaven? 
 
6. Do you walk with Him here? 
 
7. Are you obedient to His precepts? Do you follow His example? 
 
8. Men desire their names to be remembered in this world, but if your name is not 

found in the book of life, your soul is lost for eternity (Revelation 20:11-15) 


