
Gospel of John Chapter 18A 

 

This week we return to our study of the Gospel of John. I have titled my message for today:  

“Triumph Through Tragedy” 

 

It is likely that at some point within this past week you were faced with the memory of that 

horrible tragedy that took place at the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. 

 Without doubt the tragic events of that day have been burned into the memory of the 

American people. 

 Every time you stand in line at an airport, every time you are asked to step aside for a pat-

down you are reminded once again that the world is a very different place.  

 

This year (2013) the family of believers at Harvest has endured some extraordinary tragedies: 

 As the year began we were confronted with the Loss of Ella Grace - 4 year old with cancer  

 As the Year continued 2 of our families faced the tragic loss of their homes to fire. 

 We experienced the untimely tragic death of 2 very dear friends. 

 

I must admit there have been times throughout this past year when I have cried out to the Lord, 

“What is going on here?” 

 I cannot wrap my head around the events that keep on unfolding. 

 My emotions respond to the tragedies with despair.  

 BUT in the midst of all of these tragic events the Lord Jesus continued to be the anchor of 

our soul. His name is a strong tower that the righteous run to for safety. 

 

IN his commentary on John 18, Dr James Montgomery Boice reflects on a question that was 

posed by his world literature professor in College: “Is there such a thing as a Christian tragedy?”  

(Like the classics: “Romeo & Juliet” “Of Mice and Men” )   

 

 (After some contemplation Dr Boice’s answer is this) 

“In the final analysis a Christian tragedy is impossible, for the essential Christian presuppositions 

of a sovereign but benevolent God ultimately override the tragic elements.” 

 “This does not eliminate the marks of tragedy, of course. In fact, it may be argued that only 

Christianity of all the world’s religions actually takes the tragedy of the human situation with full 

seriousness. This is the meaning of the fall, the cross, the bondage of the will, the final 

judgment.” 

 “ But even greater than these things stands the benevolent and wise purposes of the sovereign 

God in human history. Life may be dark. Tragedy may come. At times the whole world may 

seem to be crumbling into pieces. But this is not the end. Therefore, in spite of the tragedy, God 

still works all things together “for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose” Rom. 8:28 

 

The portion of John’s Gospel in which we find ourselves this morning is a perfect example of 

human tragedy becoming a great triumph under the direction of a benevolent, sovereign God. 

 

Anyone could view the events which make up the last 24 hours of Jesus life and describe them as 

a horrible tragedy: 



He would see a young man, a brilliant and compassionate young man, unjustly arrested through 

the hostility of jealous older men whose authority he threatened. The young man is then falsely 

convicted and executed. And even then, the execution is not by some “humane” form of 

execution but by the unbelievably cruel and agonizing death of crucifixion.  

 

Yet the story, as told by the friends of the young man, who had witnessed the events, is not the 

story of a tragic defeat but of an amazing victory. Indeed, the outcome, far from being one of 

despair and desolation, is actually Good News to a desperately wicked world. 

 

The disciples of Christ have left the intimacy and security of the upper room. They have wound 

their way through the streets of Jerusalem. 

They cross the brook of Kidron which is flowing red with the blood of sacrificial lambs from the 

Temple Mount. 

The end of the night finds them in a familiar place, the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus often 

sought quiet refuge there in his travels between Jerusalem and Bethany. 

 

Here is where we are headed today: We are going to observe the events of the night of Jesus’ 

betrayal from 2 camera angles. 

1. The angle of human tragedy (as seen through the lens of Matthew, Mark and Luke) 

2. The angle of Christ’s triumph (as seen through the lens of John)  

 

Look at how the Gospel writers describe the TRAGIC events of this night’s betrayal and denial.    

 

Mark 14:33  (arriving @ the garden late in the night) Jesus took Peter, James and John further 

with him to pray. (Close friends can be a comfort in times of difficulty) 

 

Matthew 26: 37, (tells of the torment of mind that Jesus endured on that night)  “My soul is 

overwhelmed with sorrow even to the point of death.  

 Isaiah described the Lord Jesus as a “Man of sorrows” who was “acquainted with grief.” 

Here in the garden he comes to grips with the intensity of the sorrows he is about to undergo.   

 

Luke 22:42, Tells us the content of Jesus Prayer: “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 

from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done. 

 If there is any other way for sinful man to be redeemed….  

 

Luke 22:44, (the intense pressure that the Lord Jesus felt on this tragic night took a toll on his 

physical body to the point where the capillaries in his skin burst and mixed with his sweat 

causing him to sweat drops of blood)   

 

Matthew 26 tells of Jesus’ great loneliness in his time of deepest need. He was sorrowful to the 

point of death and when he needed his friends the most they all fell asleep. 

 

Mark 14:44, tells us of the ultimate betrayal as Judas pointed Jesus out to the authorities by 

greeting him with a kiss. 

 This garden had become a special place for Jesus and his disciples, a place in which they 

often took refuge, away from the press of the crowd. 



 Allister Begg said: “Being betrayed there at Gethsemane was like a spouse committing 

adultery in the sanctity of their own marital bed.” 

 

Matthew 26 47, says that Judas was leading a great crowd with lanterns, swords and clubs, from 

the chief priests and the elders of the people. 

 Ironically: They carried lanterns to find the light of the world and swords to apprehend the 

Prince of Peace. 

 

John 18:3, informs us that this was a “detachment” of Roman soldiers. The wording that John 

uses seems to show that there were at least 300 soldiers dispatched to arrest Jesus. 

 

The height of Chaos that night to me was when Peter decided to defend the Lord Jesus.  (You 

might have known that if there was any additional drama brought into an already tense situation 

it would come through Peter) 

 ALL 4 of the Gospel writers tell how Peter was courageous in the use of his sword BUT 

cowardly in the use of his tongue. 

 

Luke 22: 49  And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, 

shall we strike with the sword?” 50  And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut 

off his right ear. 51  But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 

 

John 18: 10  Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and 

cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11  So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your 

sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

 Somehow thinking that he was saving the Lord Jesus He was actually standing in the way of 

Jesus Saving Him! 

 

Right here we make the shift from the chaos of human drama described by Matthew, Mark and 

Luke to the display of the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ revealed by the Holy Spirit 

through the pen of the Apostle John. 

 What Peter perceived as an imposing threat to be reckoned with Jesus clearly understood as 

the will of God.  Jesus asked Peter: “Shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me? 

 Jesus is looking at the events of this evening in a different light from Peter. Peter sees a 

threat an attack, Jesus sees the same events as the only means of providing salvation for 

man. 

What was the CUP - The CUP  was the cup of God’s wrath, measured out for sinful men.  The 

Father had poured it out and handed it to Jesus to drink. 

 

This cup of God’s wrath is clearly described throughout the Bible: 

 

Psalm 75: 8  For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup with foaming wine, well mixed, and he 

pours out from it, and all the wicked of the earth shall drain it down to the dregs. 

 ( Jeremiah 25: 15, 49:12, Revelation 14:10 and 16:19 – also speak of the cup of God’s wrath) 

 

It seems that the very aroma of this cup caused the Lord Jesus such torment that he literally 

sweats drops of blood in the Garden.  



 

The image of Christ drinking the cup of God’s wrath which was poured out for us is a beautiful 

picture of that difficult theological word, “propitiation.” 

 

Jerry Bridges “I believe that the word “exhausted” forcefully captures the essence of Jesus’ work 

of propitiation. Jesus exhausted the wrath of God. He bore the full, unmitigated brunt of it. God’s 

wrath against sin was unleashed in all its fury on His beloved Son. He held nothing back.” 

 

Romans 3: 23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24  and are justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25  whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

 

Through his suffering and death Jesus fully absorbed God’s wrath for all of our sin. (The wrath 

of God for our sins has been completely removed) 

 When we look at the events of this night from the perspective of God’s immeasurable grace, 

we move from tragedy to triumph. 

 Instead of the horrible and tragic display of man’s greatest injustice we see the triumph of 

God’s perfect justice being worked out in a clear display of divine love. 

 

The Gospel of John is different from those of Matthew, Mark and Luke in that John looks at the 

events of that same night with a completely different focus. John focuses on the glory and power 

of our Lord Jesus the sovereign servant of God.                                          Consider this: 

 

John 18:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 

Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2  Now Judas, who 

betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples.  

 John brings out the point that Jesus specifically went to the place that Judas knew.   

o No running away to some hidden location – in times past Jesus chose to hide himself 

from his enemies because his time had not yet come) 

John tells us that Jesus KNEW everything that was about to take place: And yet he was the first 

one to step up and meet those who would arrest him. 

John 18: 4  Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, 

“Whom do you seek?” 

 

John describes the true nature of Christ and the power of his Word, which was revealed in a very 

unique way here in the Garden. 

John 18: 4  Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, 

“Whom do you seek?” 5  They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am 

he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6  When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” 

they drew back and fell to the ground.  

 Jesus’ use of the name of God (The I AM) in his initial greeting comes with such great 

power that ALL of those who came to arrest him fell to the ground.   

 In John 8:58, Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” And the 

Jewish authorities picked up stones to destroy him. 

 Here in John 18 the entire detachment falls to the ground at the word of the “I Am.” 



 Isaiah, Daniel, The Apostles John and Paul became powerless and prostrated on the ground 

at the glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus. 

 They come to arrest the Lord Jesus with swords and clubs and with one word they fall like 

bowling pins on a perfect strike. 

 Remember the Words of young David when he went out to fight Goliath? 

 

1 Samuel 17: 45  Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a 

spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the 

armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 

 I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts….  The “I AM!” 

 These are WORDS of TRIUMPH!   

 

300+ soldiers with religious and political officials come to arrest Jesus but look at who is 

dictating the parameters of the arrest.  

John 18: 8  Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.”  9  

This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not 

one.” 

 Despite Peter’s foolish and violent attack, Jesus is able to redirect the attention of an entire 

army. By his work ALL of the disciples remain free and secure as the Innocent One bears all 

of their offenses.  

 Stop for a minute and consider how Jesus, the Good Shepherd protects his sheep.  

 

In God’s perfect plan to redeem man from the curse of sin, victory over death could only come 

as the Lamb of God submitted himself to death. 

 In this way triumph was gloriously gained through what appeared to be tragedy.  

 

My hope as I prepared this sermon was to show that the events of this tragic night of Jesus’ arrest 

were not some meaningless, unanticipated tragedy. Instead the events of the night were ordered 

by the sovereign hand of Almighty God to fulfill his good and perfect will. 

 

Let’s take these last minutes to apply this truth to our own lives, our own circumstances; 

 

All men, believer and unbeliever alike, face tragedies in this present life.  

While we know that a glorious pain free life awaits us in the presence of our Lord we still endure 

a variety of difficulties as we await his appearing.  

 

How do you handle the trials and difficulties that you face? 

Is the triumph sometimes overshadowed by the tragedy?  

 

1. Some people consider the experience of life’s tragedies to be a breach of trust on the part 

of God. They mistakenly believe that their faith will provide health and wealth and make 

all of their troubles go away. 

o Was that the experience of Peter? (saw thousands saved, but was imprisoned / 

crucified upside down, his name is on the foundation) 

o Paul? Imprisoned, beaten, stoned and left for dead. 

o We live under the tragic curse of sin, in a world that is under the curse of sin. 



o BUT Jesus purchased out redemption and will one day rule. 

2. Others are VERY conscience of their sin, they see every trial and tragedy as a purging 

blow from God’s righteous whip. They feel that they rightly deserve God’s punishment 

for sin.  

o While we DO undergo the discipline of the Lord as beloved children the wrath of 

God for sin was completely removed by the Lord Jesus. 

o The death of Christ made full atonement for sin and none of our efforts can add 

anything to his sacrifice. 

3. Some stoically endure suffering, refusing to ask its origin or purpose. They think they can 

best honor God by quietly enduring their trials alone.  (This steadfastness is admirable, 

BUT)   

o Often these brothers refuse the comfort and assistance they might find in the 

community of the redeemed. 

o God has placed us in a body and the working out of our salvation is a corporate 

matter. 

o When one part suffers we all suffer. 

4. Some see their suffering as an opportunity for God to show himself strong as he 

graciously intervenes to comfort or remove their painful suffering. 

o Like the man who was blind from birth we patiently await the day of Christ’s 

visitation when the glory of God will be seen through his strong arm of deliverance. 

5. Some, who understand the sanctification process take the counsel of James and Count it 

all joy, when they meet trials of various kinds, because they know that the testing of their 

faith produces steadfastness. And they let steadfastness have its full effect, knowing that 

through this process they are being perfected and completed, lacking in nothing. 

1 John 5: 4  For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 

victory that has overcome the world—our faith.  5  Who is it that overcomes the world except the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


