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1 Peter 5:8-14 8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing 
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 10  But the 
God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 11  To him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 12  By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, 
I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye 
stand. 13  The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth 
Marcus my son. 14  Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are 
in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Peter is finishing the epistle and encourages us to persevere. 

8a  Be sober, be vigilant

Sober - to abstain from wine (keep sober) that is (figuratively) be discreet: - be sober watch. 

Vigilant - to keep awake that is watch (literally or figuratively): - be vigilant wake (be) watch (-ful). 

Peter is reminding us of what he had written previously in the epistle: to prepare, watch, and pray as we live 
in this post-apostolic age.

1 Peter 1:13  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1 Peter 4:7  But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto 
prayer.

Sobriety and vigilance are the two of the traits for bishops. They are called to lead and guide us to prove 
their ministry.

1 Timothy 3:2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of 
good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 

2 Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry.

Peter is writing to us, not just the elders among us, here. Recall that he wrote the end of all things is at 
hand in chapter 4. Sobriety and vigilance are traits that every child of God must practice for three reasons: 
1. We are in the post-apostolic age. 2. We are waiting for the coming of Jesus Christ. 3. We are at war with 
the devil.

Sobriety and vigilance are to be employed in the post-apostolic age because of antichrists. (We covered this 
in-depth during our study of John's epistles, but need to be reminded again and again).

1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall 
come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

Ephesisans 5:15-16 15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16  
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
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Though it is the last time, we are not to waste what time we have been given. Paul commands the Ephesian 
church to redeem the time because the days are evil. Our days are evil. Are we wasting time?

John Gill on Ephesians 5:16 ...here taking time for a space of time, it denotes a careful and 
diligent use of it, an improvement of it to the best advantage; and shows that it is valuable and 
precious, and is not to be trifled with, and squandered away, and be lost, as it may be; for it can 
neither be recalled nor prolonged: and taking it for an opportunity of doing good to ourselves or 
others, it signifies that no opportunity of discharging our duty to God and man, of 
attending on the word and ordinances of the Gospel, and to the private and public exercises of 
religion, of gaining advantage to our own souls, or of gaining the souls of others, and of doing 
good either to the bodies or souls of men, should be neglected; but even all risks should be run, 
and means used to enjoy it:

Sobriety and vigilance are also to be employed as we wait upon the coming of Jesus Christ. Jesus is coming 
again. Are we ready?

Matthew 24:29-31  Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken: 30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. 31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 36 But of 
that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 42  Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 44  Therefore be ye also ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both 
will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: 
and then shall every man have praise of God.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write 
unto you. 2  For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in 
the night. 3  For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4  But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5  Ye are all the children of light, and the 
children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6  Therefore let us not sleep, as do 
others; but let us watch and be sober. 7  For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be 
drunken are drunken in the night. 8  But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 9  For God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 10  Who died for us, that, 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 11  Wherefore comfort yourselves 
together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

8b because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour:

Sobriety and vigilance are to be employed because we are at war. Are we prepared for battle?

Sun-Tzu Keep your friends close, and your enemies closer. 
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Sun-Tzu is referring to what would be called battlefield intelligence today. In order to defeat your enemy 
you must know about your enemy so that you can plan both defensive and offensive maneuvers against 
him. 

Romans 8:37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us.

We have no need to plan offensive maneuvers against Satan. God, through Jesus Christ, has defeated him  
when he defeated sin and death, Satan's greatest weapons against mankind.

Isaiah 53:12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with 
the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with 
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death.

Who and what is the devil (Satan)?

He is God's creation. He is an angel and has all of the power of that kind of creation. Of his free will he 
sinned against God. His sins were pride, envy, and unbelief. He is the original liar and deceiver of mankind.

John 8:44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of 
it.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light. 15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 

1 Timothy 3:6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation 
of the devil.

He sinned against God before mankind was created, fell, and then lied and led mankind into sin. 

Genesis 3:4-5 4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5  For God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil.

He envied mankind, the new creation of God. He saw their state of perfection in the garden and wanted for 
them to suffer as he would because of sin. As he was cast forth from heaven, so he caused mankind to be 
cast forth from the garden. Unbeknownst to Satan, God had planned to redeem mankind from sin. He was 
defeated before he started.

2 Timothy 1:9-10 9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began, 10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:
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He knows the scriptures (see the temptation of Jesus Christ in Matthew 4) and therefore he knows his 
place, his time, and his end.

Ephesians 2:2-3  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: 3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others.

Revelation 12:8-9 8  And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9  And 
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him.

Revelation 20:10  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever.

9-10  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished 
in your brethren that are in the world. 

Paul describes our spiritual warfare as a defensive battle against the wiles of the devil.

Ephesians 6:11-17 11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. 12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. 13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14  
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; 15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16  
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. 17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God: 18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

2 Corinthians 10:3-6  3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4  
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) 5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ; 6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is 
fulfilled.

Peter and Paul both write to guide us to sobriety and vigilance in this post-apostolic and pre-return age. We 
are more than conquerors in Jesus Christ. We have the armor and weapons which God has provided: truth, 
righteousness, the good news, faith, salvation, the word of God, and prayer. We are called to stand, to 
watch, to fight, and to take captive so that we might say:

2 Timothy 4:7-8 7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: 8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.
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10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

Luke 10:17-20 17 And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name. 18  And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven. 19  Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 
of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20  Notwithstanding in this rejoice 
not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are 
written in heaven.
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