
1

Sep. 15, 2013

Knowing the Almighty?
B.I: In an age of inclusivity, pluralism, and tolerance knowing God is 
still an exclusive privilege. One must come to Him through Christ. 

Introduction:
     Do you believe in God? I know that may sound absurd since you are 
sitting here in church, but this is an important question: Do you believe in 
God? You’re probably wondering why I ask. Well, its because in my 
study this week it occurred to me that not everyone who believes in god, 
believes in God.
     Ask almost anyone today and they will say they believe in god. Even 
atheists can hardly keep from speaking about Him though they profess to 
NOT believe in Him. But even if we exclude all of the atheists on the 
planet from the question, there are still an awful lot of people left who 
would say that they believe in god. In fact, the vast majority of those 
people will say that that there is only One God, and they are right. But do 
they believe in God?
      You see beloved, not everyone who believes in god actually believes 
in God. In fact, if Jesus is right when He says that “the way is narrow that 
leads to eternal life” than it must be true that many people who say they 
believe in God, don’t. 
     “Are you questioning the sincerity of my faith?” you may ask.  No. 
But the passage before us this morning would urge us to question the 
object of our faith. Who is your faith in? What is the object of your faith? 
Who is your god? Even more importantly, Who is God? 

      We have been studying John chapter five together and what we have 
seen so far is that Jesus slipped unnoticed into the crowd of people at the 
pool of Bethesda and healed a man of a sickness under which he had 
suffered some 38 years. You will remember that there wasn’t much to the 
miracle in terms of visual spectacle. He simply told the man to get up, 
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pick up his bed, and walk. Problem was, it was the Sabbath day and that 
really provoked the Pharisees. They became so angry about the man 
carrying his bed around on the Sabbath that they totally missed the glory 
of the miracle and what it said about Jesus. 
     When they confronted Jesus about it, He simply replied (17): “My 
Father is working until now, and I myself and working.” Now, we might 
think that sounds a bit cryptic and vague at best, but the Pharisees caught 
His meaning completely. Notice how they respond (Read 18). 
      As the Pharisees saw it, for a mere man to claim to be God was 
nothing more than outrageous blasphemy. And if this is not what Jesus 
meant to communicate, this would have been the perfect time for Jesus to 
clear things up. But He doesn’t. Rather, He addresses the issue head on by 
clarifying His relationship to the Father.
    Its significant to realize here that Jesus’ conflict with the religious 
leaders of Israel was no accident. Jesus healed that man on the Sabbath on 
purpose. He intentionally took the proverbial stick to the hornet’s nest for 
a reason. He had a message for Israel and the conflict with the Jews 
would give Him a platform to deliver it. And what is that message? 
Simply stated, Jesus’s message is “I am Your God.”

    I don’t know that it is possible to over-emphasize the importance of 
this passage if John’s gospel. Verse nineteen to the end of the chapter has 
been called “the most thoroughgoing statement of Jesus’ unity with the 
Father, divine commission, authority, and proof of Messiahship 
[anywhere] in the gospels” (Constable). 
    The two issues Jesus addresses in this discourse are the accusation of 
breaking the Sabbath and His apparent claim to be God. But what He 
reveals about Himself along the way is staggering to say the least.
     The most important thing to see here (and I think the point of this text) 
is how Jesus describes His relationship with God the Father. 

I. Jesus is Equal in Deity (19-20):

1.Read v. 19-20
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2. Jesus begins it with the solemn, emphatic phrase “Truly, truly I say to 
you…” The repetition of “Truly, Truly” (amen, amen) is a real attention 
grabber. The Pharisees are asking serious, life-and-death kinds of 
questions and Jesus is about to give a solemn and deadly serious answer. 

3. The questions was, “Jesus, by what authority did you heal this man and 
tell him to pick up his bed and walk on the Sabbath. You are breaking the 
must fundamental rule in Judaism!” Jesus’ answer is simple. In v. 19 He 
essentially says, “I am act on the Sabbath the same way my Father acts on 
the Sabbath. Really, its just a repetition of what he said in verse 17, “My 
Father is working until now, and I Myself and working.”

4. Do you see what Jesus is saying? He is claiming that He always acts in 
harmony with God the Father. In fact, He says (19), “I can do nothing of 
Myself.” Which means, that nothing Jesus does is independent from the 
Father. 

5. Don’t miss this, beloved. Jesus is making a clear claim of deity. He is 
identifying Himself with God. It is an assertion that everything the Father 
does, Jesus does; and everything Jesus does is also done by the Father. 
And there is nothing that Jesus does that the Father is not also doing. The 
conclusion is transparent: Jesus is God. 

6. Some people struggle with the idea that the Bible speaks of God as a 
Trinity: the teaching that God exists as One in essence and three in 
Person. This is one of the passages that point to this truth. 

7. While Jesus is affirming his equality with God, He is also teaching that 
He is functionally subordinate to Him as a Son is to His Father. Their 
relationship preserves distinction in role. Thus, Jesus does not assert 
independence from God, but dependence on Him. He is at the same time 
coeternal with the Father and subordinate to the Father. 

A. By the way, this truth becomes very relevant and practical in 
the marriage relationship. 

B. Some people struggle with the established biblical roles in 
marriage; that God has made man head in the relationship. The 
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rub comes when we realize that men and women are both so 
incredibly gifted and capable. Why would God make either one 
of them the “head” in the relationship?

C. Part of the answer to that question is that God designed 
marriage to show the world what He is like. And what is He 
Like? He exists as three Persons who are equal in essence, 
value, and power but who always live together in functional 
subordination. The Son willingly submits to the Father, and the 
Spirit willingly submits to the Father and the Son. 

D. Beloved, when our marriages follow this pattern, they not only 
function better, but they also magnify the glory of God in 
greater measure in the world. 

8. But there is more here. Verse 20 continues the theme that Jesus and the 
Father are equal in deity. Why is it that Jesus can do “whatever the Father 
does”? Jesus says: it’s because the Father loves me so much. (Read v. 20).

9. Talk about stepping onto hallowed ground. Here Jesus is actually 
inviting us into the relationship between He and His Father to get a 
glimpse of the unfathomable, infinite love they have for one another. 

10. Think about this for a moment. Who do you love more than anyone 
else in the world? What is that relationship like? Well, maybe it’s a really 
good relationship. Maybe God is very pleased with that relationship. But 
tell me – how much of yourself do you entrust to that one whom you 
love? Do you share all your thoughts; all your ideas; all your concerns; 
all your fears; all your longings? Probably not… even though you would 
gladly give your life for the one you love. 

11. But consider this: God the Father so loves His Son, and lives in such 
perfect harmony with the Son that He “shows Him all things that He 
Himself is doing…” He holds nothing back from the Son. They are 
absolutely one in mind, purpose, and will. The word “loves” here is 
present tense indicating continuous action. For all eternity the Father has 
continually disclosed Himself fully to His beloved Son. 
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12. What an amazing, unfathomable relationship this is. The love of the 
Father for the Son is expressed by full self-disclosure. The love of the Son 
for the Father is expressed by joyful submission and obedience – Even to 
His death on a CROSS. 

13. You want to know who Jesus is? Here is His title: “Beloved of the 
Father.” God said it Himself at the baptism: “This is my beloved Son, 
with Him I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17) And again at His 
transfiguration, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to Him” (Mark 9:7).

14.  That’s who Jesus is. He’s the Beloved of the Father, who is of one 
mind, one purpose, one will, and one in Essence with the Father. 

15. Moreover, if they thought the healing at the pool was something, they 
hadn’t seen anything yet. Look at the end of v. 20; “…and the Father will 
show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel.” 

16. Its as if Jesus were saying to the Pharisees, “You hate Me, but that’s 
okay because My Father loves Me. It is He who had me heal the man at 
the pool on the Sabbath. And one day He will do such things through me 
that you will be absolutely dumbfounded. And on that day, “every knee 
will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of… the Father.” 

17. Jesus is Equal in Deity. Second:

II. Jesus is Equal in Sovereignty (21)
1. Read v. 21

2. What is Jesus talking about here? What kind of resurrection does He 
have in mind? In verses 28-29 He speaks about physical resurrection, but 
here I think Jesus Jesus is speaking about spiritual resurrection or 
salvation. 

3. The Jews believed that only God the Father could raise the dead. 
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Deut. 32:39  “See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides 
Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is 
I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand. 
1 Sam. 2:6 “The LORD kills and makes alive; He brings 
down to Sheol and raises up.”

4. The Jews didn’t believe that even the Messiah would be given the 
authority to raise the dead (Kostenberger). So when Jesus said that He too 
had the power to raise the dead, it must have been more than a little 
shocking!

5. Notice what Jesus says about Himself here (21) “even so the Son give 
life to whom He wishes.” Not to all indiscriminately, but to His elect. 
Do you realize what Jesus is saying here? He’s saying, “I am not only 
equal with the Father in Deity, I am equal with the Father in 
Sovereignty. I give spiritual life to whomever I please.

6. But there is more. Not only is the Son equal with the Father in deity 
and sovereignty…

III. Jesus is Equal in Authority: 
1. Read v. 22

2. The Son not only gives life but also Judges. What is judgment? 
Judgment is the allotting to men their eternal destinies. Once again, this is 
a duty that they Jews thought was the exclusive prerogative of the Father. 
The O.T. spoke repeatedly about God as Judge. Once again, in their 
minds even the Messiah would remain in the background come judgment 
day, except for carrying out God’s judgment upon His enemies But here 
Jesus is revealing that it is not God the Father who will judge. Rather, He 
has delegated that responsibility to His Son. 

3. In 2 Thess. 1:7–8 Paul speaks of “when the Lord Jesus will be revealed 
from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out 
retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus.” 
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4. Acts 17:31 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God 
is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 31 
because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished 
proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” 

5. And why is the Father delegating all judgment to His Son? It is because 
he wants the world to know that His Son is not only equal in deity, 
Sovereignty, and Authority, but also that…

IV. Jesus is Equal in Majesty (23):
1. Read v. 23; Why has the Father made Jesus the Judge?  “so that all will 
honor the Son even as they honor the Father.” 

2. The whole point of this is that deity may be recognized and 
honored in Jesus. John Calvin asks, “For what else is the meaning of 
these words that all men may honor the Son, but that the Father wishes to 
be acknowledged and worshipped in the Son? Our duty, therefore, is to 
seek God the Father in Christ, to behold His power in Christ, and to 
worship Him in Christ.”

3. Beloved this is the whole point of this sermon because it is the whole 
point of this text. And it is all summed up at the end of v. 23: “He who 
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”

4. You see my friends, the great peril threatening the Jews was not the 
Roman military, but the possibility that they should fail to honor the Son 
and thereby incur the guilt of rejecting the Father. 

5. Do you see now why I started this message by asking if 
you believe in God? Not everyone who says they believe in 
God actually believe in God, because those who believe in a 
God apart from Jesus Christ believe in no God at all. 
6. I am sorry if this sounds offensive to you this morning, 
but on the authority of Scripture I must tell you that though 
they will tell you otherwise, the Muslims do not believe in 
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God. Moreover, neither do the Mormons, the Jews, the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, or the Unitarian Universalists, or 
anyone else who insists on worshiping God apart from Jesus 
Christ. There is no other way to God! 
7. John 6:28–29 “Therefore they said to Him, “What shall we do, so that 
we may work the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them, 
“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.” 

8. John 15:23 “He who hates Me hates My Father also. 
9. But the grace of God continues to be extended to all. 
(Read 5:24). 
10. So I ask you again: Do you believe in God? The only God 
there is calls Himself “The God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Pet. 1:3).  You cannot know God apart from Christ. 
11.  John 14:6  “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” 
12. Read 5:24

B.I: In an age of inclusivity, pluralism, and tolerance knowing God is 
still an exclusive privilege. One must come to Him through Christ. 
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Exegetical Outline
John 5:19-24

Therefore 
   Jesus answered 
     and was saying to them,
   “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
        the Son can do nothing 
            of Himself, 

    unless it is something 
       He sees the Father doing; 

        for whatever the Father does, 
           these things the Son also does 
              in like manner. 

20 “For the Father loves the Son, 
       and shows Him all things 
           that He Himself is doing; 

     and the Father will show Him 
         greater works than these, 
            so that you will marvel. 

21 “For just as the Father raises the dead 
        and gives them life, 
           even so the Son also gives life 
               to whom He wishes. 
     22 “For not even the Father judges anyone,        
               but He has given all judgment 
                    to the Son, 
                      23 so that all will honor the Son            
                         even as they honor the Father.          
                         He who does not honor the Son 
                             does not honor the Father 
                                who sent Him. 

24 “Truly, truly, I say to you,
         he who hears My word, 
           and believes Him who sent Me, 
                has eternal life, 
                    and does not come into judgment, 
                 but has passed out of death into life. 

Homiletic Outline

I. Jesus is Equal in Deity 
(19-20)
II. Equal in Sovereignty: (21)

III. Equal in Authority: (22)

IV. Equal in Majesty: (23)

V. Equal in the believer’s 
Security (24)

I. The father loves the son 
(though you guys hate Him).
He shows the son everything
And more is coming that will be 
greater than what you have seen 
so far.
II. The goal is to make you 
marvel.

III. What could be greater?
Resurrection! The Father raises 
the dead
So also the son raises whom he 
wishes
The Father does not judge
The son is the Judge
Why? So that everyone will 
honor Him just as they honor 
the Father. 
You cannot honor the Father 
without honoring the Son.

IV. Eternal life comes from 
hearing my words and believing 
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Language Study
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Scripture Cross-references
Deut. 32:39  “See now that I, I am 
He, And there is no god besides Me; 
It is I who put to death and give life. I 
have wounded and it is I who heal, 
And there is no one who can deliver 
from My hand. 
1 Sam. 2:6 “The LORD kills and 
makes alive; He brings down to Sheol 
and raises up.” (cf. Ez. 37:13).
Deut. 1:17 “You shall not show 
partiality in judgment; you shall hear 
the small and the great alike. You 
shall not fear man, for the judgment is 
God’s.” 
John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life; no 
one comes to the Father but through 
Me.”

Practical/Theological Issues
• Deity of Christ: the Jews saw Him 

only as human in nature. Jesus was 
correcting that. 

• How to Know God (in Christ alone).
• Trinity
• Perfect love between Father/Son
• Complementarian marriage
• Functional subordination
• Jesus equal to God in power and 

sovereignty.

Quotations:
• Calvin: “Whenever we have 

questions about the government of 
our world, to our own condition, to 
the heavenly guardianship of our 
salvation, let us learn to direct our 
eyes to Christ alone, as all power is 
committed to Him (Mat. 28:18) and 
in His face God the Father, who 
would otherwise have been hidden 
and at a distance, appears to us [in 
such a way] that the unveiled 
majesty of God does not swallow us 

Notes
Suggested Outline:
19-20: The ground of the Son’s activity in the Father’s activity, and the 
Father’s love for the Son. 
21-23:  The works given by the Father to the Son are, generally, life-giving and 
judging.
• God bless America.”
• “Thank God…”
• “I believe in God.”
• There is no such thing as a generic “God.” He is the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.
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