
The Good News of the Kingdom of God 
Luke 9:1-11; Coast Community Church; Pastor Earl Miles; September 18, 2016 

 
The Power of the Future in the Present 
One thing that is very powerful in determining your present practice is what you believe about 
the future! But there can be some very real problems with our view of the future. 
1. We can be very wrong about the future. 
2. We can be very pessimistic about the future. 
3. We can be very optimistic about the future and yet vague. 
God has told one us very important thing about the future and it is summed up in the phrase ‘the 
kingdom of God’ or, in Matthew, ‘the kingdom of heaven.’ 
 
1. The kingdom of God is the gospel. 
We often don’t think and talk like the OT or NT saints when it comes to the gospel. The Lord 
Jesus and the Apostles communicated the gospel most often in ‘kingdom’ terms. 
 
And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform healing. – Luke 9:2; see 
also Luke 9:11; Luke 4:43; Luke 8:1; Acts 1:3; Acts 8:12; Acts 19:8; Acts 28:23; Acts 28:31 
 
2. The kingdom of God is the rule of God. 
Kingdoms have kings. Kings rule. Kings have rules that they command and enforce. And good 
kings do this for the prosperity of their kingdom and the prosperity of their subjects. 
 
For the kingdom is the Lord’s And He rules over the nations. – Psalm 22:28; see also Matthew 
6:10; 1 Corinthians 4:20; 1 Corinthians 15:24; Revelation 12:10; Revelation 11:15; Revelation 
17:12; Revelation 22:5 
 
3. The kingdom of God is now. 
The kingdom of God, in one sense, has come in the person of Jesus. This is because Jesus is the 
promised King! And all those who receive him for who he is, enter the kingdom that he rules. 
 
And saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” – Mark 1:15; see also Luke 17:20-21; Matthew 12:28; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-21; 
Mark 9:1; Mark 12:34; John 3:3; Colossians 4:11; Matthew 3:2; Matthew 4:17; Matthew 10:7; 
Matthew 11:12; Matthew 13:24; Matthew 13:47; Matthew 16:19; Matthew 23:13 
 
4. The kingdom of God is not yet. 
But, although the kingdom is now, it is also, not yet. It is still future. It has begun in the ministry 
of Jesus and in the church of Jesus Christ, but its ultimate fulfillment is still to come. 
 



While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near 
Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately. – 
Luke 19:11; see also Acts 14:22; 1 Corinthians 15:50; Mark 14:25; Mark 15:43; Luke 6:20; Luke 
13:29; Luke 14:15; Luke 21:31; Luke 22:16; Luke 22:18; 1 Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 5:21; 
Ephesians 5:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:12; 2 Thessalonians 1:5; Hebrews 12:28; James 2:5; Matthew 
5:10; Revelation 11:15 
 
5. The entrance to the kingdom of God is free. 
You can’t earn or buy or merit your way into the kingdom of God. If you try, you will be 
rejected. All those who enter the kingdom do so for free. Free for them. It cost God his Son and 
Jesus his life, but those who enter and enjoy the kingdom now and future will do so only because 
of the price Jesus paid. It is a kingdom that is given and received by grace alone through faith 
alone. 
 
But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, “Permit the children to come to Me; 
do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I say to you, who-
ever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.” – Mark 10:14-15; 
see also Matthew 19:24; Mark 10:23; Luke 16:16; John 3:5; Matthew 5:20; Matthew 22:2 
 
6. Participation in the kingdom of God will cost you your life. 
All those who enter the kingdom of God do so for free because of Jesus. But to live in this 
kingdom will cost you everything. It will cost you your life. It requires that we bow the knee to 
the King of the kingdom and live to do His will and submit to His will, not our will. This is the 
evidence that we have truly entered the kingdom and will inherit its full manifestation. 
 
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. – Matthew 7:21; see also 1 Corinthians 
6:9-10; Matthew 21:31; Mark 9:47; Luke 9:62; Luke 18:29; Matthew 5:19; Matthew 18:23; Luke 
19:14; Luke 19:27 
 
7. The kingdom of God is all that our hearts long for. 
The kingdom of God is the good news of God’s reign over our lives. Where God reigns, there is 
righteousness, joy and peace fully and forever. In other words, true happiness. This is what we 
all desire. The problem is our self-righteousness that keeps us from Jesus and our independence 
that keeps us from God. That’s why it takes the grace of God to enable us to receive what we 
desire! 
 
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. – Romans 14:17; see also Matthew 13:44-45; 2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 5:10 
Are you waiting for the kingdom of God? Are you seeking the kingdom of God? (Matthew 6:33) 
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