
BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS
EXHORTATION TO DESPISE NOT PROPHESYINGS

1 THESSALONIANS 5:20

Introduction
The word “despise” here is translated from a word that means “to make
utterly nothing of” or “to despise”

It is translated in other places using words and phrases such as,
“contemptible, despise, least esteemed, set at nought.”

It is the same word used in “The Parable of the Pharisee and Publican” in
Luke 18:9  And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:”

Remember in that parable how the Pharisee thought he was so righteous, and
viewed others with disdain as he prayed to God?

It is also the same word describing Herod’s attitude toward our Lord Jesus
Christ in the time after Jesus arrest but before His crucifixion:
 Luke 23:11  And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked
him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. 

The phrase “set him at nought” means that they “slighted” Him,
“disregarded” Him and “despised” Him and considered Him “worthless, of
no value or account.” 

As Peter and John stood before the council of rulers, elders, and scribes
answering for having preached Jesus, Peter told them, speaking of Jesus:
Acts 4:11  This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is
become the head of the corner. 

I think we can get the idea of what this word means and here in our text it is
speaking specifically of our having that kind of attitude towards 
“prophesyings”!  

What are “prophesyings”?  I’m glad you asked!
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Specifically it relates to that which is spoken and/or written by a foreteller 
(a “prophet” if you will); i.e.  The writings or speakings of an inspired
speaker or writer!   Specifically, at Paul’s writing of this, it would have
included the whole body of the Old Testament Scriptures as well as all the
body of truth (spoken by those in the early Church with the gift of prophecy)
that would eventually make up the body of the New Testament Scriptures!

So, in our day it includes both the Written Scriptures as well as the
Preached Scriptures of both the Old and New Testaments!

Listen to what Peter had to say about it:
2 Peter 1:20-21 20–“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is
of any private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” 

We are also familiar with what Paul told the young preacher Timothy:
2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

There are no more prophets in our day in the strict sense of the word!  There
is no continuing revelation happening in our day!  The canon of Scripture is
complete.  Therefore, the preachers of today are not foretellers, but rather
forthtellers!  We “tell forth” what “thus saith the LORD” by the
“prophets”!   SO THE QUESTION IS:

WHY DID PAUL TELL US TO “DESPISE NOT PROPHESYINGS?”
I. PROPHEYSINGS” ARE THE WORD OF GOD!  (2:13)

Somebody that despises what God has to say ain’t real bright!
A. To Despise God’s Word Is To Despise His Wisdom!

(Proverbs 1:22-33)

B. Only In Hearkening To God’s Word Is There Safety!
(Proverbs 1:33)
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WHY DID PAUL TELL US TO "DESPISE NOT PROPHESYINGS?"
I. "PROPHEYSINGS" ARE THE WORD OF GOD! 

II. “DESPISING PROPHESYINGS” IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF
ALL SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS!
Some here this evening have some spiritual problems!  Do you want
to know what the real problem is?  It is a problem that goes all the
way back to the beginning of humanity!
A. What Was The Problem With Adam And Eve In The

Garden Of Eden? They “despised Prophesyings”! (Genesis
2:16-17; Cf.  Genesis 3:1-6)
That’s why I said it is the root cause of all spiritual problems!

B. Cain’s Problem Was That He “Despised Prophesyings!”
The LORD taught Adam and Eve of the need for a blood
sacrifice in His prophesying to them by a type in Genesis
3:21!  

And what did Able do?  He believed God and brought a blood
sacrifice to the LORD!  (Genesis 4)

And what did Cain do?  He despised the prophesying by
bringing a bloodless sacrifice to the LORD! And then he
wanted to have a problem with God and with Able over it!

C. The Problem With Man In Noah’s Day Was That They
“Despised Prophesyings!”
a. They had the prophesyings of Enoch!  (Jude 14-15)

b. They had the prophesyings of Noah! (2 Peter 2:5)

c. And what was the response of those in Noah’s day? 
Well, we surely know that they did not take heed!  
i.e.  They “despised Prophesyings”!
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D. The Problem With The Pharaoh In Moses’ Day Is That
He “Despised Prophesyings!”
Moses went to Pharaoh and said, “Thus saith the LORD God
of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me
in the wilderness.”   And what was Pharaoh’s response:

Exodus 5:2  And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I
should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD,
neither will I let Israel go. 

E. The Problem With Most Of The Nation Of Israel In The
Old Testament And In The New Testament Was That
They “Despised Prophesyings”!
Listen to what Stephen said about the Jews in his prophesying
to the Jewish council of his day as he was speaking of the
Children of Israel’s reaction to the Prophet Moses’ words:

Acts 7:39  To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust
him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into
Egypt, 

And then Stephen made it personal to the Jews who made up
the council that he was speaking to:

Acts 7:51-53 51  Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers
did, so do ye. 52  Which of the prophets have not your fathers
persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of
the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the
betrayers and murderers: 53  Who have received the law by
the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. 

What did Stephen accuse them of?—
“Despising Prophesyin g s”!
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Now let's bring it to our day!

F. Why Won’t People Get Saved Today?
They “despise Prophesyings”!
1 Corinthians 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the
power of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:23-24 23  But we preach Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks
foolishness; 24  But unto them which are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

What is the Jewish unbeliever’s problem?
Romans 10:2-3   2 “For I bear them record that they have a
zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3  For they
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of God.” 

What is the Gentile unbeliever’s problem?
Romans 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
the truth in unrighteousness;” 

Romans 1:21-22 “Because that, when they knew God, they
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools,” 

You may say well that’s the unbeliever, that doesn’t apply to
me!  Well, answer me this then:
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G. Why Do Some Believers Refuse To Live For God?
Jesus said in Luke 6:46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and
do not the things which I say? 

John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

So, if they’re not doing what the Lord says—not keeping His
commandments that have been recorded for us by the
prophets, what is the problem?

The problem is the same old problem of  “Despising
Prophesyings”!

Some may say:
“Why preacher, what in the world are you talking about? 
How could that possibly be?” 

Titus 2:11-12 “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, 12  Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13  Looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;” 

What is the problem when one who professes to be a child of
God chooses to live their life in the old ungodliness and
according to worldly lusts and aren’t really looking, living,
and longing for the Lord Jesus Christ to be coming back?

The problem is they “despise Prophesyings”!
WHY DID PAUL TELL US TO "DESPISE NOT PROPHESYINGS?"
I. "PROPHEYSINGS" ARE THE WORD OF GOD! 
II. "DESPISING PROPHESYINGS" IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF ALL

SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS!
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III. BY DESPISING PROPHESYINGS WE RENDER THE
POSITIVE ASPECTS OF THE WORD OF GOD
INEFFECTUAL IN OUR LIVES!   (Hebrews 4:2)
Now, understand that the Word of God is going to be effectual in our
lives regardless!

Isaiah 55:11 “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

The negative things associated with disobedience will become a
reality in our lives!

But the blessings associated with the Word of God are only going to
be effectual in our lives when we act on the Word in faith by our
obedience!

Psalm 1:1-3  1 “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat
of the scornful. 2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in
his law doth he meditate day and night. 3  And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper.” 

James 1:22-25

As a Believer, we can “despise prophesyings,”  but it is not wise and
it will not turn out well!

DESPISE NOT PROPHESYINGS!
LEARN TO LOVE GOD’S WORD!
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