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Matthew 16:13-15 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say 

John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, 

“But who do you say that I am?”  

• This is the question of all the ages, and each of us 

must answer it. 

• How we each answer this question, what we 

believe, and how we respond to this question 

determines everything  
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Colossians 1:15-20 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by  him 
all things were created, in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him.17 And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold 
together.  
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Colossians 1:15-20 
 

18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in everything he might 

be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 

and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 
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Colossians 1:15a 
He is the image of the invisible God 

• He: (Who) pointing back end of v13 “beloved Son (Jesus Christ)”, v14 in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, who is the image of the 

invisible God  

• V15a is answering the question “Who is Jesus in relation to God?”  

– Jesus is the image of the invisible God  

– What does that mean?  

• Image: likeness, representation (εἰκών/eikōn/icon-Statue) (Matt 22:20) 

– Many say “This means that Jesus is like God, but he is not God” 

– Those who hold to this view have a problem Biblically: 

• Isaiah 46:9 For I am God, and there is no other, I am God and there 

is none like me 

• Psalms 113:5 Who is like our God? 

• There is NOTHING like our God (Not a quantitative difference but a 

qualitative difference. Holiness-Set apart/Nothing like Him)  
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Colossians 1:15a 
He is the image of the invisible God 

Colossians context: 

• V16 for by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth  

• Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth  

• Col 2:9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily  

– Whole (all) Fullness (abundance) of deity (state of being God) dwells 

bodily  

– That is a careful description (not describing something “like” God, but 

rather the fullness of God manifested (If Jesus is not God, this is a 

blasphemous statement)   

V15 “Of the invisible God”-God is spirit (John 4:24) and “no one has seen 

God” (1 John 4:12) 

• Because God the Father is invisible, you can look at Jesus who is the image 

of God (Because He is God manifested)  
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Colossians 1:15a 
He is the image of the invisible God (Biblical Context outside of Colossians) 

Hebrews 1:3 He (Son) is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint (exact 

representation, copy, precise reproduction in every aspect) of his nature (essence, 

substance) 

 v8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne O God is forever and ever”  

• To say that someone who is not God is the exact representation, in every aspect of 

God to the very essence and nature of God is blasphemous  

Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 

his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). (Is 7:14) 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. V14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

 V18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he 

(Jesus) has made him (God the Father) known. 

John 10:30 I and the Father are one  

V31-33 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32Jesus answered them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone 

me?” 33The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone 

you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 
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Colossians 1:15a 
He is the image of the invisible God (Biblical Context outside of 

Colossians) 

John 14:6-10 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you 

would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and 

have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is 

enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you 

still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 

How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me?  

In Jesus Christ, the invisible God (the Father), becomes visible in God (the 

Son) 

• Jesus is the image of the invisible God  

When we go through the testimony of Scripture, enlightened by the Holy 

Spirit it becomes clear that Jesus is God, and clear that Paul is saying “He is 

the image of the invisible God”, because He (Jesus) is God.  
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Colossians 1:15a He is the image of the invisible God 

 Matthew 13:10-17  Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to 

them in parables?” 11And he answered them, “To you it has been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12For to the one 

who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has 

not, even what he has will be taken away. 13This is why I speak to them in parables, 

because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 

14Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: “You will indeed 

hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 15For this 

people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes 

they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and 

understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’16But blessed are your 

eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17For truly, I say to you, many 

prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to 

hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

Jesus is God manifested-He is Lord and Savior over all 

If by grace you have seen this, believed this and received this REJOICE  

If not, repent of your sins for He is worthy, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ & you shall be 

saved. (Rom 10:9-13) For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved 
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