
FULFILLING THE GREAT COMMISSION
PART 1-WE MUST BE MOVED!

MARK 16:15

Introduction
Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15

From Ephesians 6:12, we know that there is a spiritual battle going on.  
The Bible talks about it.  The souls of men, women, boys and girls hangs in
the balances.  It is a life or death battle. There is a battle on the homefront.  
It is called witnessing.  

We’re losing the battle, because other desires in our lives outweigh our desire
to see folks saved.  

We’re also losing the battle abroad.  There are too few people going to the
mission field.  There are too many fields without a single gospel witness! 
Whose fault is that?  

Is it that God is not calling folks to the mission field?  No, that’s not the
problem.  I believe part of the problem is that folks are not responding to the
call.  I believe another part of the problem is that those who do respond are
getting discouraged because so few here at home are willing to sacrificially
give to missions. They have to spend so long on deputation to work up
support, that they get discouraged!

Think about it:
1.  Missionaries give up their home here for who knows what kind of

abode abroad.   Yet many here at home are so wrapped up with getting
a bigger, better, house that they can’t give to missions like they know
God wants.  

2. Missionaries give up their families to go where God has called them.  
They are away from Dad’s and Mom’s.  The children are many times
raised without knowing their grandparents, aunts, uncles, or cousins.  

Yet many of God’s people here at home waste money on
extravagances so that they can’t give to missions like they know God
wants them too.  Sacrifice is a lost word in most believers’ vocabulary.
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3. Missionaries give up their culture and must adapt in a land that is
foreign to them in more ways than most of us can imagine.  
(Exp–My trip to Panama as a teenager)
a. Many times the language is different.  But, they must adapt.

b. Many times the food is different.  But, they must adapt.
They eat things some of us have as pets in some countries.

c. Many times the customs are so very different.  But, they must
adapt.
e.g.   In many places they drive on the wrong side of the road.  
If it is not the right side of the road, then it is the wrong side of
the road!  I heard that in India they drive on both sides of the
road!  You have to guess which side you should be on to miss 
them!

Missionaries give up so much, yet many believers here at home are
both extravagant and wasteful !  

4. Missionaries give up the “security” that many of us hold on to and live
in a lands that we would consider hostile!  They must adapt!
(Realize that the safest place you will ever be is in the will of God!)

5. Missionaries give up their desires for God’s desires!  Which is really
what each of us should be doing!  However, many believers live their
according to their desires.   If they want it, they get it.  

Many times the precious resources that God has entrusted to believers
to help reach the lost is wasted on extravagant lifestyles.

I’m afraid that we are losing the battle in getting folks saved.  
We are losing the battle in fulfilling the Great Commission given to us
by Christ.

What will it take to fulfill the Great Commission?
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IT WILL TAKE THE HEARTS OF GOD’S PEOPLE BEING MOVED.
I. WE MUST BE MOVED WITH LOVE FOR OUR SAVIOUR!  

 Do we really love the Saviour like we know we should?

Matthew 22:37-39–“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.” 

John 14:15–“If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

The Church at Ephesus was rebuked by the Lord Jesus in 
Revelation 2:4–“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because
thou has left thy first love.”

Could the Lord say the same thing about us?  Do we just give lip
service to love?

Jesus asked Peter in John 21, “Do you love me?”

In response to Peter’s answer of being fond of the Lord, Jesus said
“Feed my lambs.”

Our love will be shown in our service for the Lord!

II. WE MUST BE MOVED WITH LEADERSHIP FROM OUR
SAVIOUR.
A. Are We Really Following The Saviour Like We Should?  

Is He really the Lord in our lives?

Who’s calling the shots in our lives anyway?

Matthew 4:19–“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 
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Are we fishers of men?  If not, then how can we say we are
following Him.

Luke 6:46– “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the
things which I say?”

B. Are We Following Jesus First and Foremost Or Do We
Have Our Own Agenda We’ve Got To Take Care Of First?
Matthew 8:21-22–“And another of his disciples said unto him,
Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. But Jesus said
unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.”

Realize that this man’s father wasn’t dead!  He wanted to wait
until after his father was dead before he followed Jesus!

What is it that we want Jesus to wait on before we will follow
him?

C. Are We Following Jesus The Way He Prescribed That We
Follow Him?
Matthew 16:24–“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.” 

Are we denying ourselves or are we living for ourselves?
Are we denying ourselves or are we lavishing ourselves?
Are we really taking up our cross and following Jesus?
Do we even know what cross bearing involves?
1. The Cross Was A Place Of Shame.

Are we willing to bear reproach for the cause of Christ?
Matthew 5:11-12–“Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for
so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
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Far too many believers are ashamed to let others know
where they stand with Christ.

2. The Cross Was A Place Of Suffering.
Are we willing to suffer for the cause of Christ?
Are we willing to be misunderstood for our stand for

Christ?
Are we willing to lose position for the cause of Christ?
Are we willing to lose friendships for the cause of

Christ?
Are we willing for our stand for Christ to cost us

something?

Matthew 5:10–“Blessed are they which are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”

2 Timothy 3:12–“Yea, and all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

3. The Cross Was A Place Of Selflessness.
Are we willing to die to ourselves for the cause of
Christ?

We live in such a selfish environment!  

Most are concerned about four things–“I, me, my, and
mine.  Us four and no more.”

Philippians 2:8–says that Christ “humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.”

WE MUST BE MOVED WITH LOVE FOR OUR SAVIOUR!
WE MUST BE MOVED WITH LEADERSHIP FROM OUR SAVIOUR!
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III. WE MUST BE MOVED WITH CONCERN OVER OUR
SITUATION! 
A Until We Become Aware Of Our Selfishness And

Complacency We Will Never Move From It!
Most of the time we live in denial.  We convince ourselves that
we aren’t selfish.  

In fact we convince ourselves that we are quite generous.  

Now,  remember the widow’s mite?

B. Until We Become Broken and Contrite Over Our Sin We
Will Never Move From It!
Rather than brokenness over sin, many live in denial of their
sin!  After all, it’s not as bad as what some others are doing!

When is the last time you answered an altar call over sin in
your life!

I’m not just talking about coming to the altar at Church!

1 John 1:8– “If we say that we have no sin we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

Now in the day and time we live, some have gone beyond
denial of sin.  Some are boasting in their sin!

We live in a day where sin is flaunted, even among Church
members.  Many have even forgotten how to blush!

According the prophet Jeremiah, Judah came to a time where
they had forgotten how to blush.  Do you know what followed?
Judgment followed!
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 IV. WE MUST BE MOVED WITH COMPASSION FOR LOST
SINNERS!
That is a Christ-like attitude!  Jesus was moved with compassion for
the lost!

John 4:35–“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh
harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest.”

He was moved in such a way that He was willing to lay down His life
to make a way to redeem every lost sinner that will come to God by
Him!

Are we moved at all with the thought of souls perishing without the
Gospel?

Are we moved enough to go share the Gospel with them?
Are we moved enough to give as we should for missions?
Are we moved enough for it to make a difference in anyone’s life?

Conclusion 
What will it take to fulfill the Great Commission?  

It will take the heart of God’s people being moved about some things! 
1. Are you moved with love for the Saviour?  Do you really love him?
2. Are you moved with leadership from our Saviour?  Is He Lord?
3. Are you moved with concern over your Situation?  Or are you living in

a state of denial?
4.  Are you moved with compassion for lost sinners?  Enough to go? 

Enough to give?

That’s what it will take!
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